
BIBLE HISTORY 


[OLD TESTAMENT] 

AFTER THE RESULTS OF HISTORICAL 
CRITICISM 


arranged for students 

OF DIFFERENT AGES 


PASTOR X. KOENIG 

Translated from the French by Mary Louise Hmdee 


ALDI 


AMER- 
ICAN VJ 


NEW YORK 

McCLURE, PHILLIPS & CO. 
MCMV 



BIBLE HISTORY 












INTRODUCTION 



INTRODUCTION 


A condensation of the author’s pamphlet on 
Sincerity in the teaching of Bible History to Children. 

The Bible is not what it should be to the Protestants 
of to-day; the Bible is no longer read, is no longer the 
book of the closet. Family worship has been almost 
abandoned, and the laity are too generally indifferent 
to the painful questions which for the last fifty years 
have been harassing the conscience of the clergy. And 
I am often dismayed at the thought of these things, 
for nothing can replace the Bible with Protestants. The 
Protestant is not really a Christian freed from the tyr- 
anny of extraneous authority, unless he draws from the 
very source of his freedom, the spiritual and moral 
strength that is the excuse for his being a Protestant at 
all. A Protestant without the Bible, is unarmed in the 
face of infidelity or superstition. 

If the Protestantism of to-day is weak and disunited, 
it is because it no longer finds the Bible the great lumin- 
ary that lighted our spiritual ancestors in their heroic 
and successful struggle against Rome. On the one hand, 
iii 
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an open-minded study of the Bible has been replaced by 
creeds and the abnormal development of ecclesiasticism; 
on the other hand, discouragement and indifference 
have allowed the Book to lose its influence in the home. 
From fear of science, ardent churchmen have put new 
chains on the Bible; from mental inactivity and want of 
fervour, the indifferent are disregarding it altogether. 
In either case, the Bible is a dead letter. 

It is the aim of this little book, which we confidently 
offer to Bible students and teachers, to help restore the 
Bible to the unique place it ought to hold in every 
Protestant family; and it is also its aim to testify to the 
fact, that historical criticism, far from having “demol- 
ished” the Bible, has, by subjecting it to tests used in es- 
tablishing the validity of other documents of antiquity , 
eliminated a great part of the difficulties it presents in the 
face of modern thought, and made it yield up more 
of its grandeur and significance, as the priceless docu- 
ment of the progressive revelation of God for the salva- 
tion of suffering man. 

It is very true that a deplorable number of church 
members, estranged from this marvellous Book by the 
ironical criticism of sceptics like Voltaire, and the strict- 
ures of moral dogmatists, have come to see in it only a 
tissue of enigmas, impossible stories, and accounts of 
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life scandalously at variance witli the most elementary 
modern notions of morality. The result is a very gen- 
eml neglect of the sacred writers, as well among the edu- 
cated as among the ignorant, and we are forced to ac- 
knowledge that this is small wonder, when we consider 
the traditional conception of Bible history, presenting 
as it does the most extraordinary stories, and deeds 
shocking to the Christian conscience, as the word of 
God, and as food fit for the spiritual nurture of our chil. 
dren. 

Scepticism has had an easy time of it on our own 
ground, for surely some of the Bible stories are not edi^ 
fying and others are not probable. If we must teach our 
children as sacred history the failings of Abraham and 
the knavery of Jacob; if we must present as the word of 
God the massacres in the conquest of Canaan, the du- 
plicities of David, and the stories of Jonah and Daniel; 
if the prophets are only wonder-workers, diviners and 
visionaries, and their preachings and prophecies are 
sibylline leaves, in truth we need not be troubled to un- 
derstand the irony of unbelievers or the criticisms of the 
moralists. I am frank to say. that in spite of the pas- 
sionate love I have for the Bible, if the old conception of 
it must still be accepted, if it should be demonstrated 
that the results of the research of over a century on the 
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part of independent scholars have no stable foundation, 
if it were necessary to go on teaching our children a his- 
tory that is not a history, I should i\ot hesitate a moment 
to renounce this teaching, which seems to me directly 
antagonistic to the most elementary conceptions of the 
probity and morality that our modern Christian con- 
science demands. 

But happily we are not reduced to this grievous ah 
ternative. Thanks to the iiidefaligable labours of un- 
selfish and heroic scholars — for they have had to con- 
tend with the w^hole body of ignorance and fanaticism — 
thanks to the toil of generations of critics, who have 
studied this book^ the Bible, as no other book has ever 
been studied, and have accumulated mountains of ob- 
servations, w’^e have arrived at a really historical con- 
ception of the Old Testament, strongly intrenched be- 
hind an admirable criticism of original texts, and are 
able to see the history of the Israelites unroll before our 
eyes in a clear and rational manner. 

Out of the nebulosity of their origins, emerges little by 
little a people from whose heart spring extraordinary 
men, the prophets. The mission of these men is to tear 
the nation away from idolatry and formalism, to scatter 
the darkness and point to the coming of the great light. 
They are the nucleus, the centre; the whole history of 
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Israel converges round them; they are the lower of the 
Hebrew people, its soul, its heart, not to be dismissed in 
a line or two, as too often they have been, in sacred his- 
tories of the’ past. “The Prophets before the Law, the 
Psalms after both, ’’ runs the celebrated saying of Reuss. 
We might paraphrase this and say that in the old con- 
ception the prophets were nothing, in the new they are 
everything. In the beginning, with Moses, while history 
is still clouded with legend, prophecy first appears. As 
we advance, and the scriptural documents belong more 
nearly to the epoch of which they treat, we find ourselves 
on ground increasingly firm, over which we are lead 
from epoch to epoch by the voices of the prophets Amos, 
Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, as they draw the 
people of God aw^ay from their gross primitive national- 
ism, purifying their religious feeling, and guiding them 
toward religious conceptions that are moi'e spiritual, 
more universal, holier. God seems to have stooped to the 
level of man, as the father in his love stoops to the level 
of his child, and to have disclosed Himself, “ unmasked 
Himself, little by little. The prophets, incorruptible 
preachers of Justice and Holiness, were truly educa- 
tors of the people and embassadors of God, the bearers 
of the tidings of freedom; but when they saw that the 
people hardened their hearts and sought safety away 
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from Jehovah, they announced with increasing authority 
that the nation would be destroyed, in order that the 

Idea might be saved. And in their sublime visions of the 

future, in those splendid outbursts that disclose what are 
" termed the messianic ideas of the prophets, they see — 

f through a glass, darkly, if you will, but they see the 

Church of the future, wherein all men, moved by one 
passion, one impulse, shall realize God’s plan in justice 
and love. 

Is it not a thrilling story, compelling in its truthful- 
ness, opening splendid vistas? Here are the people, 
stiff-necked and bhnd; here are their kings, trying to 
copy the civilization of the great empires around them 
that are founded in falsehood and violence; here are 
the priests, believing that they have the monopoly of re- 
ligion, and sacrificing the spirit and the life to ritual and 
dogma, and like the priest of Bethel in the face of Amos, 
like the Deuteronomist before Jeremiah, trying to ar- 
rest the irresistible current that has its source in God; 
and here are the prophets, now denouncing, now con- 
soling the people, opposing the spirit to form, life to the 
letter, progress to reaction! ^Tiere in the world do we 
find anything more tragical, anything more vital ? 

All this these modern scholars have disclosed to us. 
By an irreproachable method, they have given us, not 
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a new historical conception of the Sacred History — for 
there was no historical conception of the history of Israel 
before, only the traditions of the ages, — but the histor- 
ical conception of the Old Testament. 

This reconstruction of the history of the Israelites , and 
the consequent transformation of Sacred History, — 
that is, the history of the preparation for the good tid- 
ings of the kingdom of God, running through the for- 
mal history of the nation — has had results altogether 
unforeseen, and so much the more remarkable in that 
they were not anticipated. Apologetics has found in this 
new conception a two-edged sword; the weapons of 
Voltaire and his followers have been rendered harmless, 
and the moral dogmatist must now change his argu- 
ments. Formerly apologetics was powerless against these 
enemies; but to-day our faith in Christ, the Saviour, 
is rooted in such ground, our position is so unassailable, 
that we have nothing more to fear from the attacks to 
which the Bible was open when considered as a book 
fallen from the sky. The moment the Bible is a veri- 
table history, the moment we recognize a development 
in it, sincerity forbids us to judge the different degrees of 
this development for anything save what they are. We 
recognize the fact that there are myths and legends in 
the Bible, and we do not fear to acknowledge that it is 
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sometinies difficult, if not impossible, to disengage tbe 
true bistory from tbe legends in wbicb it is buried. Be- 
fore tbis frank avowal, Voltaire is disarmed. 

To tbe moral dogmatist, wbo judges tbe narratives 
and teacbings of tbe Old Testament by modern stand- 
ards, it is easy to reply, that we no longer look upon tbe 
Bible as a bomogeneous wbole, in wbicb all texts are of 
equal value, wbetber they come from tbe Hexateucb, 
Tbe Song of Solomon, or tbe Apocalypse. We now see 
in tbe Bible bistory, periods succeeding one anotber, and 
transformations going on; and in these transformations 
we find a progress in moral and religious conceptions. 
Wben we speak of progress, we speak of change from 
the lower to tbe higher, from tbe imperfect toward tbe 
perfect. The attentive observer perceives, that in His reve- 
lation of Himself, God has stooped to tbe level of man 
in order to teach him, disclosing Himself gradually, as 
man was able to bear it. There is evolution in the for- 
mation of the idea of tbe kingdom of God; there are pe- 
riods of preparation and periods of accomplishment, a 
transformation of customs and notions, a gradual perfect- 
ing of tbe moral code, and to the attitude of a David and 
that of a John tbe Baptist, tbe same critique may not be 
applied. Tbe men of God did not learn the truth at one 
stroke ; no one any longer believes tba| God created the 
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world in that way. The law of duty is eternal, as God its 
author is eternal, but the fashion of understanding duty 
has varied, and the conception of it has grown higher and 
purer. Elijah believed he was accomplishing the will of 
God by the massacre of the priests of Baal; Jesus said, 
thou shall not even hate thy brother. We do not look 
upon Calvin as an unmitigated scoundrel, because he 
did not have our own tolerant ideas of liberty of con- 
science. Let us judge epochs and men according to the 
light they have had ; it is the only way of being honest and 
just with them. The moralist, if he be not rooted in 
prejudice, ought to render up his arms to this reasoning. 

We have, then, freed the Bible from one of the grav- 
est accusations ever brought against it, the reproach of 
immorality. The Bible of plenary inspiration could 
scarcely escape this charge; but the real Bible, as we 
now understand it, is in no wise open to it; it would be 
entirely absurd to condemn David for lacking the purity 
and sanctity of Saint Paul. It is not difficult to distin- 
guish what is transitory and incidental in the teaching or 
the conduct of the different men of God, from what is 
divine and permanent. To do this is one mission of his- 
torical criticism. 

We spoke just now of legends and myths in the Bible. 
The first result of modern Biblical research was the as- 
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signing to their proper places of wliat is mythical in the 
Bible and what is historical. Let us ask ourselves what 
we understand by the words legend and history. 

Legend is not fable; when we say that a narrative is 
legendary, we do not mean that it is all fiction ; it may be 
< all fact. What we mean is that it has come down to us 

only in documents of very much later date than its oc- 
currence. Legend may be highly edifpiig, it may have a 
moral and pedagogical value beyond that of a well au- 
thenticated historic fact; but legend is legend, and we 
( should have the courage to face calmly the truth that 

I there are legends in the Bible. 

j The narratives of the lives of the patriarchs, to cite no 

, others, are, from the very fact of their place in the sacred 

books absolutely legendary ; but do Abraham ’s faith and 
j Jacob’s trust, and the beauty of their character as men 

of God and revealers of Yahweh, stand forth any the less 
vividly from the inspired pages on that account ? Are the 
parables of Jesus less beautiful and less fitted to mould 
Christian character, because they are known to be pure 
fiction ? Let us render to legend what belongs to legend, 
and to history what belongs to history. 


Let us recapitulate the history of Israel, as it is in the 
conception of historical criticism. It begins with a period 
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of obscurity; tben, from Abraham to Moses, we have 
legendary narratives resting on old traditions that were 
handed down from age to age, by word of mouth, among 
the nomadic tribes of Israelites. Then come Moses and 
the judges, filling a rich and important period of forma- 
tion and organization, of wars and conquests, the epic 
period of Israel. Now follow in order the kings and the 
prophets, the material downfall of the nation, its restora- 
tion, and the expansion of its religious life. At length 
Jesus comes, the expected of nations, Restorer and Sa- 
viour, the consummation of the long evolution, the one 
perfect manifestation of Divinity in this suffering world. 

It remains to determine how these results of modern 
criticism, which seems to us to have been permanently 
and scientifically established, should be presented 
to young people; for it is intolerable to suppose that 
we have reached a point where what is true for 
theologians is not true for our children. We cannot ad- 
mit that there may be two Bibles, one for the learned and 
one for the ignorant; that there is in Protestantism a 
sort of esoteric doctrine, fit for the initiated but forbid- 
den to the crowd. Protestantism has never feared to com- 
municate to the people what she has considered to be 
the truth; if the truth was the great liberator in the be- 
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ginning, it must be so to-day, and will be so as long as 
the world lasts, God has no need of our reticence; if we 
would save the faith, we must do it through sincerity. 

We are all really in accord on this point; but what 
method is to be followed ? We answer, the one that is 
most direct. 

It is not from curiosity that we study the history of the 
Hebrew religion, as we might study the religion of the 
ancient Peruvians. W^e belie%^e that God revealed. Him- 
self especially to this peculiar people, that they were 
commissioned to teach the world that the swmnum 
honwm lies in a conscience transformed by the most in- 
tense and vital religious sentiments. This truth is Israel’s 
gift to the world, and it is her glory that she prepared the 
way for the coming of Christ Jesus. And since Jesus is 
the consummation of this marvellous history, we may 
look at it all as illumined in retrospect by “ the light that 
lighteth every man coming into the world. 

“Jesus came into Galilee preaching the gospel of God 
and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand: repent ye, and believe in the gospel.” 
The kingdom of God is the theme of the gospel He 
preached, it is what He commanded His disciples to 
preach; it is what they did preach* Thus, according to 
Jesus and the earliest Christians, the evangelical mes- 
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' sage is the preacMng of the langdom, and man’s' high- 
ly est quest is the quest of the kingdom. 

The foundation of the kingdom of God, a knowledge 
I of the conditions of entrance into this kingdom, and the 

privileges that entrance into it confers upon the faith- 
ful — this should be the subject of all Christian religious 
education. We are to mould character in view of the 
kingdom, prepare youth to become its citizens. The 
I sacred history of Israel is nothing else than the history 

of the gradual preparation for the preaching of the 
kingdom of God; it is in this light that we should teach 
Old Testament History to our children. 

If the old conception of the Bible as an absolutely 
miraculous history, in which everything from the first 
chapter of Genesis to the last line of the Apocalypse has 
the same weight, is to give place to a conception of it as 
history in the sense of a series of events undeniably pro- 
gressive* if the history of the people of God shows a true 
evolution, manifesting the slow redemptive action of 
God, as He gradually reveals Himself to man, that man 
may be drawn away from animality, purified, sanctified, 
and finally made fit for God’s chef-d’ceuvre,^^ His final 
revelation of Himself in Jesus Christ, the normal man, 
who gives us in His life, death, and resurrection, the 
measure of God’s infinite compassion toward us, — if 
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these things are so — and for my part I am absolutely 
convinced that they are — why do we hesitate longer to 
instruct our children in the truth, and to restore to our 
people, who have so nearly abandoned it, the Bible re- 
juvenated ? 
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PART ONE 
THE ORIGINS 



FffiST SECTION 

Traditional. Period 


LESSON I 

ORIGIN OF THE PEOPLE OP GOD 
(About 2350 B.C.) 

Tlie Righteous shall live by faith. (Romans 1, 17) 

1. Every people bas its traditions, which have been 
handed down from generation to generation, and which 
trace back its origin to remarkable men, heroes, who had 
the gift of being truly the interpreters of di\dnity, and of 
making men listen to their words. 

2. Abraham appears in the traditions of God’s people, 
as a spiritual figure in the midst of idolaters. 

3. Abraham has great faith. Although everything 
seems to be against it, he obeys the voice of God, of the 
one true God, who speaks directly to man’s conscience. 

4. Abraham, father of the people of Israel, is the 
father of all believers. 

NOTES 

1. The Greeks and the Romans had their legendary 
heroes, handed down by tradition as superhumanly 
great. These heroes incarnate the dawning nation, 
5 
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wlio6e appearance is only to be explained through the 
initiative of men of great intellect and strong will. In 
nature, something never comes from nothing, and in 
nations the same law holds; and just as the seed 
which is to give birth to a tree, is practically lost in 
the matter necessary for the unfolding of the bud, so 
these vigorous personalities of the far past are almost 
lest in the popular traditions that have preserved their 
names and recounted their deeds. Among the Greeks, 
Hercules, Achilles, Ulysses; among the Romans, 
Romulus and Remus, nourished by the wolf, are the 
fathers of powerful nations and varied civilizations. 

2. Abraham, according to tradition — a tradition 
which probab y was not fixed in writing until toward 
the ninth century b.c. — is the father of the people of 
Israel. He appears to us as a luminous figure in that far 
and dim past. 

Questions. — What does tradition tell us of the origin 
of nations? — What do you know about the heroes or 
demi-gods of the Greeks and Romans? — Did the peofle 
of Israel also have traditions? — IF/^o was Abraham? 


LESSON II 

THE CALL OF ABRAHAM — ABRAHAM THE FATHER OF A 
GREAT NATION, AND THE FOUNDER OF SPIRITUAL 
RELIGION 

In thee shall all the families of the earth he blessed. 
(Genesis 12, 3) 

1. Abraham, father of the faithful, is perfectly obed- 
ient to the will of God. 
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2. Out of Chaldea, at that time rich and very power- 
ful, a well organized but an idolatrous nation, it was 
God’s will that Abraham should go. Abraham would 
take old traditions with him, and hand them down to 
the nation whose father he was to become. The powerful 
Empires of Chaldea 'were to decline and fail, and all 
their learning, buried under mountains of sand, would 
be made known to us only after laborious research. 
But the name of Abraham would remain known, when 
the names of tlie most powerful of his people had been 
long forgotten. 

4. And Abraham would become the father of another 
great people, that should be a witness to the one God who 
reveals himself to men and wishes to save them. One day, 
from among this people, Jesus Christ was to be born. 

NOTES 

1. The epoch of Abraham — that is to say, about the 
middle of the twenty -fourth century b.c. — was remark- 
able for its wealth and its high civilization. Until recent 
years, little was known of these distant ages; but to-day, 
thanks to the research of scientists, all this old world 
has come forth out of the sands of the desert. Tablets 
have been found, on which historic narratives and leg- 
ends are engraved in strange cliaracters (the Cuneiform 
writing), and we can very well represent to ourselves the 
state of civilization and the belief of the ancient Chal- 
deans. Throughout the history of the Israelites, we shall 
find an echo of these Chaldean myths and legends. Abra- 
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ham could scarcely fail to take away with him some of 
the intellectual and religious treasure of liis native land. 

2, In these documents of which we have been speak- 
ing, we find the patriarch’s name written in two fash- 
ions: /15mm and Abraham, and though many explana- 
tions of the difference have been offered, none of them is 
at all decisive. The form Abram is perhaps the older, 
as being more in conformity with the genius of the 
Assyro-Babyionian tongues. 


BIBLE PASSAGE 

[This passage — Geneds 12, 1-4, 6-9 — is a part 
of one of the most ancient written documents of the 
Pentateuch, the Jahvist, so called because in it God is 
always called Jahveh* (pronounced and better writ- 
ten Yahweh). The Jahvist document, in its present 
form, was probably edited during the ninth century b.c.] 

Now Jehovah said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto the 
land that I will show thee: and I will make of thee a great na- 
tion, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and be 
thou a blessing: and I will bless them that bless thee, and him 
that curseth thee will I curse: and in thee shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed. So Abram went, as Jehovah had spoken 
unto him; and Lot went with him: And Abram passed through 
the land unto the place of Shechem, xmto the oak of Moreh. 
And the Canaanite was then in the land. And Jehovah appear- 
ed unto Abram, and said. Unto thy seed wall I give this land: 

* yAHWKH, or Jahveh, the Hebrew word JHVH, which our Bibles 
translate The Lord, or Jehovah, is the name of God peculiar to 
the Hebrews, but a word held so sacred that they were forbidden to 
speak it, and wherever it occurred in their writingrs, Adonai (the 
Lord) was pronounced instead. It was long thought that the name 
itself should, be pronounced Jehovah, and in this form it has been re- 
tained in the A uierican Edition. 
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and there builded he an altar unto Jehovah, who appeared 
unto him» And he removed from thence unto the mountain on 
the east of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the 
west, and Ai on the east; and there he builded an altar unto Je- 
hovah, and called upon the name of Jehovah. And Abram 
journeyed, going on still toward the South. 

Questions. — What is Abraham sometimes called ? 
Why is he called Father of the faithful? — What was his 
native country? — Was it rich and civilized? — Were not 
the Chaldeans idolaters? — In course of time, who was 
to be horn among the people of Father Abraham? 


LESSON in 

PIETY AND FIDELITY OF ABRAHAM — THE SACRIFICE 
OP ISAAC 

Ood did prove Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham; 
and he said. Here am I. (Genesis 22, 1) 

1. Abraham, full of reverence for the religion of 
his fathers, carried obedience even to the point of being 
ready to sacrifice to his divinity his only son Isaac. 

The object of this barbarous practice, v^hich we 
find among all early nations, was to render the divinity 
favourable. Sinful men thought to free themselves from 
the consequences of their sins, by offering as a sacrifice 
whatever wa® dearest to them. 

3. But man’s conscience, developing through God’s 
aid, brought him to see that God does not desire bloody 
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sacrifices. What He asks is the sacrifice of our sinful 
hearts. 

4. It was God himself, speaking to Abraham’s con- 
science, that stayed his arm at the moment of the sacri- 
fice. On that day, in spite of its many later falls, human- 
ity drew nearer to God, and religion made a great ad- 
vance toward spirituality. 

NOTE 

Human sacrifice was a part of all early religions. The 
Phoenicians and the Carthaginians had a god Moloch, 
to whom, at critical moments, they offered their first- 
born sons. The Druids of France and England sacrificed 
human lives. We believe it safe to say that a clear con- 
sciousness of the barbarity of such a custom was first 
manifest among the Israelites. The story of the sacrifice 
of Isaac, the earliest that Israel’s legendary history has 
handed down to us, is perhaps the historic trace of this 
change in the religious consciousness of man. The rite of 
circumcision came to take the place of human sacrifice. 
The prophets, much later on, and finally Jesus Christ, 
were to teach us that the sole sacrifice God requires of 
us is the sacrifice of a bad conscience. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

The Sacrifice of Isaac 

(This story. Genesis 22, 1-14, 19, is a part of the 
Elokist document, so named because in it God is called 
Elohim. This document is very nearly contemporary 
with Ihe Jahmst, The Jahvisi was probably wTitten, 
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under prophetic inspiration, in the Kingdom of Judali; 
the Elohisty at about the same time, in the kingdom of 
the north.) 

And it came to pass after these things, that God did prove 
Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham; and he said. Here am 
I. And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou 
iovest, even Isaac, and get thee into tlie land of Moriah; and 
offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains 
which I mil tell thee of. And Abraham rose early in -the morn- 
ing, and saddled his ass, and took two of his yoimg men with 
him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt- 
offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had 
told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw 
the place afar oft*. And Aljraham said unto his young men. 
Abide ye here with the ass, and I and the lad will go yonder; 
and we will worship, and come again to you. And Abraham 
took the wood of tlie burnt-offering, and laid it upon Isaac his 
son; and he took in his hand the fire and the knife; and they 
went both of them together. And Isaac spake unto Abraham his 
father, and said, My father: and he said. Here am I, my son. 
And he said, Behold, the fire and the wood; but where is the 
lamb for a burnt-oflering ? iVnd Abraham said, God will pro- 
vide himself the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son ; so they went 
both of them together. 

And they came to tlie place which God had told him of: and 
Abraham built the altar there, and laid the wood in order, and 
bound Isaac his son, and laid liim on the altar, upon the wood. 
And xlbraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to 
slay his son. And tlie angel of Jehovah called unto him out of 
heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 
And he said, Lay not thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou 
anything unto him; for now I know that thou fcarest God, see- 
ing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me. 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, behind 
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him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns: and Abraham 
went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt-offering 
in the stead of his son. ... So Abraham returned unto 
his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beer- 
slieba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. 

Questions. — How did Abraham show his ohedi- 
ence? — What does the sacrifice of Isaac signify? — 
What is the meaning of God's forbidding the sacrifice? 


LESSON IV 

JACOB 

Thoii shalt do that which is right and good in the sight 
of Jehovah. (Deut. O, 18) 

1. The story of Jacob is to be looked at from two 
points of view. 

At first, Jacob is unprincipled, unscrupulous; he 
obtains a blessing by deceit, and grows rich through more 
or less dishonest methods. 

3. But the spirit of God is at work in Jacob’s sinful 
heart. There is a struggle between God and Jacob, and 
Jacob is not satisfied until God has blessed him and 
purified him. 

4. This story is like a symbol of the whole religious 
development of the children of Israel, who wrestled with 
God, and at last gave to the world the perfect revelation 
of God in Christ Jesus, though not without backslidings 
and many, many trials. 
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A careful reading of the story of Jacob, which is made 
up by the juxtaposition of old traditions from both the 
Jahvist and Eloliist documents, gives us a not very 
flattering portrait of him, but, as with many Bible stories, 
there comes out of it a very clear impression that this 
sinful man, through a \dtal inner struggle, succeeds in 
overcoming the instincts of his wicked heart; and from a 
deceiver and an impostor (the name Jacob comes from 
a verbal root meaning to supplant, to deceive), he be- 
comes the wrestler with God and for God. Jacob then 
takes the name of Israel. Just so the people of Israel 
first appear as separated from God by sin and wicked- 
ness, and nothing seems to point out the race as des- 
tined to be the messenger of God, the bearer of the 
Revelation of God. But after great trials, and wander- 
ings and servitude, this people, too, at last turned to 
God, and He has manifested through them His power 
and His grace. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

(The first passage, Genesis 28, 10-22, is composed of 
combined fragments from the Jahvist and the Elohist 
documents.) 

And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Ha- 
ran. And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all 
night, because the sun was set; and he took one of the stones of 
the place, and put it under his head, and lay down in that place 
to sleep. And he dreamed; and, behold, a ladder set up on the 
earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; and, behold, the an- 
gels of God ascending and descending on it. And, behold, Jeho- 
vah stood above it, and said, I am Jehovah, the God of Abra- 
ham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou 
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iiest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; and thy seed shall be 
as the dust of tiie earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the 
west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in 
thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee whithersoever 
thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will 
not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to 
thee of. And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, 
Surely Jehovah is in this place; and I knew it not. And he was 
afraid, and said. How dreadful is this place ! this is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone 
that he had put under his head, and set it up for a pillar, and 
poured oil upon the top of it. And he called the name of that 
place Betli-el but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 
And Jacob vowed a vo-w, saying. If God will be with me, and 
wail keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, 
and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my father’s 
house in peace, and Jehovah will be my God, tlien this stone, 
which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of 
all that thou shalt give me I will surely gi%’'e the tenth unto thee. 

(The second passage is taken from the Jahvist, 
Genesis 32, ^4-32.) 

And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man -with him 
imtil the breaking of the day. iVnd when he saw that he prevail- 
ed not against liiin, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the 
hollow of Jacob’s thigh was strained, as he wrestled with him. 
And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I 
will not let thee go, except thou bless me. And he said unto him. 
What is thy name ? And he said, Jacob. And he said. Thy 
name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel f: for thou hast 

* Betii-el si|?nifies House op God. 

t Israelis derived from two words signifyinj? to struggle witu 
God. 
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striven wth God and with men, and hast prevailed. And Jacob 
asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he 
said. Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name ? And 
he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the place 
Peniei:* for, said he, I have seen God face to face, and my life 
is preserved. And the sun rose upon him as he passed over 
Peniel, and he limped upon his thigh. 

Questions. — Why is the story of Jacob good for us to 
think about? — What does the name Jacob mean? — 
After Jacob wrestled with God, what was he called?— 
What does the word Israel mean? — Of what is Jacob , 
the type? 



LESSON V 


And God sent me before you to save you 

alive by a great deliverance. (Genesis 45, 7.) 

1. Of the sons of Jacob, the noble-hearted Joseph, for 

his piety and his wisdom, holds a place of honour among 
the great servants of God. , • 

2. A victim of the hatred of his brothers, he is sold to J 

some Bedouins who are on their way to Egypt, and who' } ' 
in turn give him into the hands of Potipher, an officer of *1 
the Egyptian Pharaoh (or king). ' ; ; , 

3. Joseph rouses the ill-will of his master’s wife, and , 
is thrown into prison; but his fidelity and his wisdom at i 
last become known, and in a great crisis he is made the - , 
king’s chief minister. 


* Peniel means God’s face. 


. ' 'HI 

■ . ■. 'f !' " 

. ’ * 1 

■■ 


I 



16 BIBLE HISTORY 

4. He saves Eg 3 rpt from a tlireatened famine, and at 
the same time saves his unworthy brothers, who have 
come to Egypt in search of corn. After pardoning them, 
he establishes them, together with his old father, Jacob, 
in the most fertile of the lands of lower Egypt, where in 
time they become a numerous people. 

NOTE 

The story of Joseph is a pearl of great price among 
the treasures accumulated throughout the ages, and 
though it is difficult for us to give it a place in history, it 
has such freshness, such ingenuousness, and is so full of 
human feeling, that it has much more of the appear- 
ance of truth than many an undoubted historic nar- 
rative. Besides, what does it matter, whether all the 
details of the story are rigorously exact ? It is curious 
that no Egyptian monument makes the slightest refer- 
ence to this story, but if we remember the nature of the 
epoch to which it is supposed to belong — an epoch of 
war and famine, of political and economical crises — and 
if we keep in mind the fact that the great revolutionary 
conquest of the Hyksos, extending over a very consid- 
erable period of time, dried up the sources, as it were, 
of ail artistic and literary production (for monuments 
are rare, and according to Alanetho the information 
^ven us by Josephus relates to a much later period) , this 
silence should not astonish us too much. Whether his- 
toric or not, the adventures of Joseph, his misfortunes 
and his deliverance, his uprightness, his piety and his 
humanity, will always remain one of the best read pages 
of religious literature. Whatever the particular facts 
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may be, it is well to remember that the favourite son of 
Jacob was guarded by Providence, and that his life 
was abundantly blessed, because he was strong in hours 
of tempta-tion, following God without fear in the face of 
solicitations to sin. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

1. Joseph sold hy his hrethren. (This story, Genesis 
37, 3-5, 12-15, 18, 21, 23, 24-28, 31-34, is taken from 
the Jahvist document.) 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because 
he was the son of his old age; and he made him a coat of many 
colours. And his brethren saw that their father loved him more 
than all his brethren; and they hated him, and could not 
speak peaceably unto him. 

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to his brethren, 
and they hated him yet the more. And he said unto them, Hear, 
I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed: for, beliold, we 
were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and 
also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves came round 
about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. And his brethren said 
to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us ? or shalt thou indeed 
have dominion over us ? And they hated him yet the more for 
his dreams, and for his words. And he dreamed yet another 
dream, and told it to his brethren, and said. Behold, I have 
dreamed yet a dream; and, behold, the sun and the moon and 
eleven stars made obeisance to me. And he told it to his father; 
and to his brethren; and his father rebuked him, and said unto 
him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed ? Shall I and 
thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down our- 
selves to thee to the earth ? And his brethren envied him; but 
his father kept the saying in mind. 

And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem, 
And Israel said unto Joseph, Are not thy brethren feeding the 




18 


BIBLE HISTORY 





flock in Shechem ? come, and I will send thee unto them. And 
he said to him, Here am I. And he said to him. Go now, see 
whether it is well with thy brethren, and well with the flock; 
and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale of 
Hebron and he came to Shechem. And a certain man found him, 
and, behold, he was wandering in the field: and the man asked 
him, saying, What seekest thou ? And he said, I am seeking 
my brethren; tell me, I pray thee, where they are feeding ihe 
-flock. And the man said. They are departed hence; for I heard 
them say Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his 
brethren, and found them in Dothan. 

And they saw him afar off, and before he came near unto 
them, they conspired against him to slay him. iVnd they said 
one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. Come now there- 
fore, and let us slay him, and cast him into one of the pits, and 
we will say An evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see 
what will become of his dreams. And Reuben heard it, and de- 
livered him out of their hand, and said, Let us not take his life. 
And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood; cast him into this 
pit that is in the wilderness, but lay no hand upon him: tliat 
he might deliver him out of their hand, to restore him to his 
father. And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his 
brethren, that they stripped Joseph of his coat, the coat of 
many colors that was on him; and they took him, and cast 
him into the pit; and the pit was empty, there was no water 
in it. 

And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes 
and looked, and, behold, a caravan of Ishmaelites w^as coming 
from Gilead, with their camels bearing spicery and balm and 
myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. And Judah said unto 
his brethren What profit is it if we slay our brother and conceal 
his blood ? Come, and let us sell him to the Islunaelites, and let 
not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother, our flesh. And 
his brethren hearkened unto him. And there passed by Midian- 
ites, merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of 



the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of 
silver. And they brought Joseph into Egypt. 

And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph was 
not in the pit; and he rent his clothes. And he returned unto his 
brethren, and said. The child is not; and I, whither shall I go ? 
And they took Joseph’s coat, and killed a he-goat, and dipped 
the coat in the blood; and they sent the coat of many colours, 
and they brought it to their father, and said, This have we 
foimd: know now whether it is thy son’s coat or not. And he 
knew it, and said, It is my son’s coat; an evil beast hath devour- 
ed him; Joseph is without doubt torn in pieces. And Jacob 
rent his garments, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and 
mourned for his son many days. And all his sons and all his 
daughters rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be com- 
forted; and he said. For I will go down to Sheol to my son 
mourning. And his father wept for him. 

2. Joseph makes himself known to his brethren, 

Joseph has become all-powerful in Egypt. Hard- 
pressed by famine, the sons of Jacob go down to Egypt 
to buy corn. They do not recognize their brother, but 
Joseph recognizes them. He has already pardoned them, 
but he decides to test them and see if they remain as un- 
feeling as ever. He orders his own silver cup to be hidden 
in the corn sack of his young brother Benjamin, whom, 
in a previous interview, he had demanded that his elder 
brothers bring back with them. He proposes to keep this 
young brother with him, and send the others back to 
their father Jacob. Judah comes to the all-powerful Jo- 
seph, and begs him not to keep Benjamin. 

(This passage — Genesis 44, 18-34; 45, 1-10 — is in 
great part taken from the Jahvist document. Six verses 
from chapter forty-five have alone borrowed somewhat 
from the Elohist (verses 3, 5-9). ' 
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Then Judah came near unto him, and said. Oh, my lord, let 
thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord’s ears, and let 
not thine anger burn against thy servant,' for thou art even as 
Pharaoh. My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, 
or a brother ? And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an 
old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; and his brother 
is dead, and he alone is left of his mother; and his father loveth 
him. And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down unto 
me, that I may set mine eyes upon him. And -we said unto my 
lord, The lad cannot leave his father: for if he should leave his 
father, his father would die. And thou saidst unto thy servants, 
Except your youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see 
my face no more. And it came to pass when we came up unto 
thy servant my father, we told him the words of my lord. And 
our father said, Gro again, buy us a little food. And we said, Yk e 
cannot go down: if our youngest brother be with us, then will 
we go down; for we may not see the man’s face, except our 
youngest brother be -with us. And thy servant my father said 
unto us, Ye know that my wife bare me two sons: and the one 
went out from me and I said, Surely he is torn in pieces; and I 
have not seen him since: and if ye take this one also from me, 
and harm befall him, ye will bring down my grey hairs with 
sorrow to Sheol. Now therefore w^hen I come to thy servant my 
father, and the lad is not with us; seeing that his life is bound up 
in the lad’s life; it will come to pass, when he seeth that the lad 
is not with us, that he will die: and thy servants will bring down 
the grey hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to SheoL 
For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father, say- 
ing, If I bring him not unto thee, then shall I bear the blame to 
my father for ever. Now therefore, let thy servant, I pray thee, 
abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad 
go up with his brethren. For how shall I go up to my father, if 
the lad be not with me? lest I see the evil that shall come on 
my father. 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before ail them that 
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stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. 
And there stood no man with him, wliile Joseph made himself 
known unto his brethren. And he wept aloud: and the Egyp- 
tians heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph said 
unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my fatlier yet live? And 
his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his 
presence. And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, 
I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your 
brother, whom ye sold into Eg3rpt. And now be not grieved, nor 
angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send 
me before you to preserve life. For these two years hath the fa- 
mine been in the land: and there are yet five years, in which 
there shall be neither plowing nor harvest. And God sent me 
before you to preserve you a remnant in the earth, and to save 
you alive by a great deliverance. So now it was not you that sent 
me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, 
and lord of all his house, and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 
Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him. Thus saith 
thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt; come 
down unto me, tarry not; and thou shalt dwell in the land of 
Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy chil- 
dren, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, 
and all that thou hast. 

Questions. — Whose son was Joseph? — Why loere 
his brothers jealous of him? — What did they do to him? 
— Did they leave him to die in the pit ? — To whom did 
they sell him? — What did he become in Egypt? — Did 
he pardon his brothers? 
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LESSON VI 

ISRAEL IN EGYPT 

The more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied 
and the more they spread abroad. (Exodus 1, 12) 

1. The Israelites in Egypt became so numerous that 
the Egyptian Kings, forgetting what they owed to Jo- 
seph, drove them all back into the land of Goshen, and 
cruelly oppressed them. 

2. The Israelites were reduced to the hardest kind of 
slavery. Under the blows of their taskmasters, they were 
forced to build those wonderful monuments which have 
been preserved even to our time. 

3. As they did not die fast enough even then, it was 
decided — if we accept the oldest traditions of the Peo- 
ple of Israel — that all boys born among the Israelites 
should be put to death. 

NOTES 

1. So long as the “Shepherd Kings,’' the Hyksos, 
ruled over the Israelites, the latter had no reason to be 
dissatisfied; but after about three centuries had passed, 
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the kings descended from the ancient Pharaohs, who 
had been dispossessed by the Semitic Hyksos, and had 
taken refuge in Upper Egypt, succeeded in expelling 
the usurpers. About the year 1700 b.c., the Pharaoh 
Ahmes, founder of the eighteenth dynasty, vanquished 
the Hyksos in a great battle, and drove them out of Egypt. 

2. The Israelites %vere detested by the conquerors, be- 
cause of their sympathy wnth the vanquished, who were 
of the same race as their own, and because they had be- 
come very numerous, forming a powerful and united 
people in the midst of the Egyptians. It was under the 
following dynasty, how^ever, the nineteenth, that the op- 
pression of the Israelites became intolerable. During the 
reign of Seti I and that of Ramses II — wdiose mummy 
w’'as found in 1881, in perfect preservation — the Israel- 
ites were reduced to the role of comdct-labourers. They 
were employed in building great storehouses for the 
Pharaohs, at Pithom and at Raamses. In 1883, the 
archseologist, Naville, discovered the situation of Pith- 
om, and found curious relics in the ruins of the ancient 
treasure city built by the Children of Israel. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

The Suffermr/s of Israel in Egypt. (This passage — 
Exodus 1 , 1-14, 22 — from the documentary point of 
view, may be divided as follows; Verses 1-7, 13-14, be- 
long to the Priests’ Code, a document edited under 
priestly influence, after the exile; verses 8-12 contain a 
combination of Jalmst and Elohist material. The end of/'' 
the chapter, from v. 15 to v. 22, is Elohistic.) 

Now these are the names of the sons of Israel, who 
Egypt (every man and his household came with Jgirfnce of 
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ben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Issachar, Zebulim, and Benja- 
min, Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. And all the souls that 
came out of the loins of Jacob were seventy souls: and Joseph 
was ill Egypt already. And Joseph died, and all his brethren, 
and all that generation. And the children of Israel were friutful, ^ 

and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceed- 1 

ingp mighty; and the land "was filled w'ith them. 

Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who knew not Jo- 
seph, And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the 
children of Israel are more and mightier than we: come, let us 
deal wisely with them, lest they multiply, and it come to pass, 
that, when there falleth out any war, they also join themselves 
unto our enemies, and fight against us, and get them up out ot 
the land. Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict 
them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh store- 
cities, Pithom and Raamses. But the more they afflicted them, 
the more they multiplied and the more they spread abroad. And 
they were grieved because of the children of Israel. And the 
Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve witli rigour; and 
they made their lives bitter with hard sendee, in moriar and m 
brick, and in all manner of sendee in the field, all their semcc, 
wherein they made them serve with rigour. . . • And 

Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is torn 
ye shall cast into the river and every daughter ye shall save 
alive. 

Questions. — happened to the Israelites in 
Egypt? — Why were they persecidedf — How did the 
Pharaoh order that the people he destroyed? 
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LESSON vn 


CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH OF MOSES 
(Fourteenth century B.c.) 

Jehovah . . • made known his ways unto Moses. 

(Psalm 103, 7.) 

1. Moses was a beautiful child; his mother could not 
bear the fear of his being put to death. 

2. So she left him in an ark of bulrushes, among the 
reeds on the brink of the Nile, and he was found and 
brought up by Pharaoh’s daughter. 

S. At the Court of the king, Moses was taught all the 
arts and sciences of the Egyptians, who had then ad- 
vanced wonderfully in the knowledge of the mysteries of 
the universe. 

4. Yet he was not ignorant of his birth, and the suffer- 
ings of his people moved him greatly. God was to use 
Moses for awakening His people, and leading them out 
of bondage. 



NOTES 

1. The discoveries of the archaeologists leave little to 
be learned about the attainments of the Egyptians of 
this epoch. Toward the beginning of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, B.C., they were undoubtedly the most learned peo- 
ple of the world. Astronomy, mathematics, sculpture, 
and architecture, had revealed to them all their secrets. 
The reign of Ramses II (the Sesostris of the Greeks) is 
one of the most brilliant of the whole period. It is very 
natural to suppose that Moses, educated like a prince of 
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the royal house, was initiated into all the secrets and all 
the learning of the Egyptians, God makes use of any 
good means to save humanity. 

2. We do not know how Moses learned about the 
miseries of his brothers, the Israelites. Did his parents 
who probably had not lost sight of him, make known to 
him the sad situation of the imfortimate Israelitish 
slaves? might we not also suppose that certain noble- 
hearted and generous-minded Egyptians w^ere touched 
by their condition ? At all events — any hypothesis is 
permissible — Moses learned that the men of his race 
were suffering under a hard bondage, and he was 
troubled by it to the depths of his soul. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

Moses Saved from the Waters, (This story — Exo- 
dus 2, 1-10 — is from the Elohistic writer.) 

And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wile 
a daughter of Levi. And the woman conceived, and bare a son: 
and when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she liid him 
three months. And when she could not longer hide him, she 
took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and 
with pitch ; and she put the child therein, and laid it in the flags 
by the river’s brink. And liis sister stood afar off, to know wliat 
would be done to him. xVnd the daughter of Pharaoh came down 
to bathe at the river; and her maidens walked along by the 
river-side; and she saw the ark among the flags, and sent her 
handmaid to fetch it. And she opened it, and saw the child: and, 
behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and 
said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children. Then said his sister 
to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call thee a nurse of the 
Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee ? And 
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, Go. And the maiden went and 














27 


MOSES IN EXILE 

called the chad’s motlier. And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto 
her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give 
thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it. 
Md the cliild grew, and slie brought him unto Pharaoh s 
"daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name 
Moses,* and said. Because I drew him out of the vrater. 

Questions. — How did the mother of Moses try to 
save her child? — Who found him? — What did Pha- 
raoh’s daughter do? 


LESSON VIII 

MOSES IN EXILE 

And God said. Certainly I will he with thee. (Exodus 
3 , 12 .) 

1. Moses goes among his brethren; but in attempting 
to defend one of them, he commits a murder, and he 
flees from the court of Pharaoh. 

2. He takes refuge in the land of Midian, in the pe- 
ninsula of Sinai, with Jethro, a priest of God, who gives 
him his daughter Zipporah in marriage. According to 
the old tradition, Jethro was a worshipper of Yahweh. 
the one true God, who was soon to reveal Himself to 
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strange vision in the desert. He sees a burning bush, and 
out of the midst of it he hears a voice. It is Yahweh 
speaking to the conscience of Moses. 

NOTES 

1. It is impossible to determine what the faith of 
Abraham had become among his descendants. In the 
midst of a race of idolators, the superstitions of 
these people would naturally take firmer and firmer 
hold, and it is very probable that nothing less than a 
veritable revolution was needed to recall the Israelites 
to their destiny. Moses, a man of genius, the leader and 
real founder of the Israelitish nation, was to give to his 
people an ineradicable stamp, and his name was to be- 
come so great and his influence so preponderant, that 
the Israelites would ascribe to him all the laws enacted 
for centuries after. It may well be said that the spirit of 
Moses inspired his people; prophets and priests looked 
upon themselves as his successors. 

2. The priest of Midian, Jethro — (so called in the 
passages of Elohistic origin; a Jahvistic text, Exodus 2, 
18, gives as the father-in-law of Moses, the priest Regiieh 
Is this not perhaps an error, Jethro being the son of 
Reguel Jethro ben-Reguel ?) — Jethro seems to have 
preserved the worship of the one God. What leads us to 
suppose that he was a worshipper of Yahweh is, that on 
the occasion of his \usit to Moses in the desert (Exodus 
18, lO-lS) he recognizes Yahweh as “greater than all 
gods,” and offers Him a sacrifice. We certainly know it 
was in the land of Midian that Moses came into relation 
with Yahweh, and that from there he went forth to re- 
form and save his people. 
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BIBLE PASSAGES 

1 . If OSes with the 'priest of Midian. (Exodus 1 1-15 ; 
Eloliist fragment.) 

And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown 
up, that he went out unto his bretliren, and looked on their 
burdens; and he saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, one of his 
brethren. And he looked this way and that way, and when he 
saw that there was no man, he smote the Egyptian, and hid him 
in the sand. And he went out the second day, and, behold, two 
men of the Hebrews were striving together: and he said to him 
that did the wrong. Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow^ ? And he 
said, Who made thee a prince and a judge over us ? thinkest 
thou to kill me, as thou kiliedst the Egyptian ? And Moses fear- 
ed, and said, Surely the thing is known. Now when Pharaoh 
heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from 
the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian. 

S. The Buriiing Bush. (Exodus S, 1-2; combined 
Jahvist and Elohist passages.) 

Now Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro his father-in- 
law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the back of the 
wilderness, and came to the mountain of God, unto Horeb. And 
the angel of Jehovah appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of 
the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush 
burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 

S. (Exodus 3, 7-13. Same origin.) 

And Jehovah said, I have surely seen the affliction of my peo- 
ple that are in Eg}^t, and have heard their cry by reason of 
their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; and I am come 
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, 
unto a land flowing with milk and honey; imto the place of the 
Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Perizzite, 
and the Hivite, and the Jebusite. And now, behold, the cry of 
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the children of Israel is come unto me: moreover I have seen 
the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come 
now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. 
And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel 
out of Egypt ? And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and 
this shall be the token unto thee, that I have sent thee: when 
thou hast brought forth the people out of Egj"pt, ye shall serve 
God upon this mountain. 

(Exodus 3, 13-14; Eloliistic.) 

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the 
children of Israel, and shall say unto them. The God of your 
fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What 
is his name ? what shall I say unto them ? And God said unto 
Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto 
the children of Israel, I mi hath sent me unto you. 

And the sacred wTiter adds, to emphasize the fact that 
this revelation w^as to be the beginning of new things 
(Exodus 3, 15) : 

And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say 
unto the children of Israel, Jehovah, the God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my 
memorial unto all generations. 

Questions. — What caused Moses to flee from the 
court of Pharaoh? — Where did he take refuge? — 
What was the name of the priest of Midian? — What did 
Moses see in the desert? 
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THE EXODUS . 

(About 1300 B.c.) 

The Egijpians shall know that 1 am Jehovah, when I 
bring out the children of Israel from among them. 
(Exodus 7,5.) 

1. Wben Moses comes to know tbe high mission that 
God has confided to him, and has been transformed by 
the revelation of the power of the God of Israel, who is 
henceforth to be called Yahweh, I am that I am, he re- 
sponds to the appeal of his God, and goes back among 
his people. 

2. Accompanied by his brother x4aron, who is to be 
his spokesman, he goes before Pharaoh, and makes 
known to him the will of Yahweh. 

3. Pharaoh is not willing to lose such a multitude of 
slaves. He refuses. But such calamities come to bring 
terror to the Egyptians (the plagues of Egypt), that at 
last he gives way to the prayers of his own people, and 
promises Moses to free his race. 

4. Under the leadership of Moses, the Israelites set 
out for the desert, cross an arm of the Bed Sea, from 
which the waters have withdrawn, and, safe from the 
Egyptian army (for it has pursued them, because Pha- 
raoh repented of having let them go) they make their 
way into the peninsula of Sinai, where they are to wander 
forty years before being able to enter the promised land. 
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1. It is very important to notice that from the Exo» 
diis, the going forth out of Egypt, the real history of the 
people of God dates. Up to that time, the old tribe of 
Abraham, hard pressed by circumstances, had wan- 
dered from Mesopotamia into Egypt; it seems to have 
been necessary for the people to experience all sorts of 
vicissitudes before they could find any repose. x\nd what 
repose, when it was found! For the moment, oppressed 
Israel would be delivered by the powerful hand of God, 
with Moses as God’s instrument for the deliverance. 
Let it not be forgotten that all the traditions relating to 

o O 

the Exodus — the improbable one recounted by the his- 
torian Josephus, according to Manetho, and that of the 
old documents, v/hich we find again in the book of Exo- 
dus — give Moses a commanding place because of his 
knowledge and general culture. Josephus affirms that 
the deliverer of “the lepers” was a very learned priest, 
and the book of Exodus — (this point is important) — 
declares that Moses, saved by Pharaoh’s daughter, was 
brought up at the Court, and in consequence %vas in- 
structed in all the learning of the Egyptians. 

2. Is it known which is the Pharaoh of the Exodus ? 
Egyptologists are very nearly of accord upon the mat- 
ter. The indications seem to point more and more 
clearly to Menephtah, of the nineteenth dynasty. The 
death of his first-born son, wdio shared his throne, is 
related on the monuments; and w^e know that the 
Egyptian king decided to let the Israelites go, only 
when, he like all his people, was smitten in what he 
held most dear. 
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BIBLE PASSAGES 

1. Moses before Pharaoh. (Exodus 7, 1~13; from the 
Priests’ Code.) 

And Jehovah said unto Moses, See, I have made thee as God 
to Pharaoh; and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. Thou 
shalt speak all that I command thee; and i\aron thy brother 
sliall speak unto Pharaoh, that he let the children of Israel go 
out of his land, i^nd I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply 
my signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt. But Pharaoh 
will not hearken unto you, and I will lay my hand upon Egypt, 
and bring forth my hosts, my people the children of Israel, out 
of the land of Egypt by great judgments. And the Egyptians 
shall know that I am Jehovah, when I stretch forth my hand up- 
on Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from among them. 
And Moses and Aaron did so; as Jehovah commanded them, so 
did they. And Moses was fourscore years old, and Aaron four- 
score and three years old, when they spake unto Pharaoh. 

And Jehovah spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 
When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying. Show a wonder 
for you; tlien thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast 
it down before Pharaoh, that it become a serpent. And Moses 
and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so, as Jehovah 
had commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh 
and before his servants, and it became a serpent. Then Pha- 
raoh also called for the wise men and the sorcerers; and they 
also, the magicians of Egypt, did in like manner with their en- 
chantments. For they cast down every man his rod, and they 
became serpents: but Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. And 
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto 
them; as Jehovah had spoken. 

Passage of the Red Sea by the Israelites. (Exo- 
dus 14, 5-8, 15-19, 2 . 1 , 29 ; the Priests’ Code.) 

And it was told the king of Egypt that the people were fled: 
and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was changed to- 
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wards the people, and they said, What is this we have done, that 
we have let Israel go from serving us ? And he made ready his 
chariot, and took his people with him : and he took six hundred 
chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over 
all of them. And Jehovah hardened the heart of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel: for the 
children of Israel went out with a high hand. And the Egyp- 
tians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pha- 
raoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them en- 
camping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-zephon. 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up 
their eyes, and, behold, tlie Egyptians were marcliing after 
them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel 
cried out unto Jehovah. 

And Jehovah said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto 
me? speak unto the children of Israel, that tliey go forward. 
And lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thy hand over the sea, 
and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go into the midst 
of the sea on dry ground. And I, behold, I will harden the 
hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall go in after them: and I 
will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, [upon 
his chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the Egyptians sliall 
knowtliat I am Jehovali, when I have gotten me honour upon 
Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the 
angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, removed and 
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud removed from before 
them, and stood behind them. And Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea; and Jehovah caused the sea to go back by a 
strong east wind all the night, and made the sea dry land, and 
the Avaters were divided. And the children of Israel went into 
the midst of the sea upon the dry ground : and the w’aters were a 
wail unto them on their right hand, and on their left. And the 
Egyptians pursued, and went in after them into the midst of die 
sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And it 
came to pass in the morning 'watch, that Jehovah looked forth 
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upon the ilost of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of 
cloud, and discomfited the host of the Egyptians. And he took 
off their chariot wheels, and they drove them heavily; so that 
the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for Jeho- 
vah fighteth for them against the Egyptians. 

And Jehovah said unto Moses, Stretch out thy hand over the 
sea, that tlie waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon 
their chariots, and upon their horsemen. And Moses stretched 
forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its strength 
when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; 
and Jehovah overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 
And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and tlie 
horsemen, even all the host of Pharaoh that went in after them 
into the sea; tliere remained not so much as one of them. But 
the cliildren of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the 
sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, 
and on their left. 

Fragment of a song attributed to Moses, probably 
placed here by the editor of Exodus. (Exodus 15, 9-17.) 

The enemy said, 

I will pursue, I will overtake, 1 w’ill di\dde the spoil; 

My desire shall be satisfied upon them ; 

I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them. 

Thou didst blovr with thy wdnd, the sea covered them: 

They sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

Wlio is like unto thee, O Jehovah, among the gods ? 

Who is like thee, glorious in holiness. 

Fearful in praises, doing wonders ? 

• Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, 

The eartli swallowed them. 

Thou in thy lovingkindness hast led the people that thou 
hast redeemed: 

Thou hast guided them in thy strength to thy holy habitation. 

The peoples have heard, they tremble; 
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Pangs have taken hold on the inlnabitants of Philistia. 

Then were the chiefs of Edom dismayed; 

The mighty men of Moab, trembling taketh hold lipon them : 

All the inhabitants of Canaan are melted away. 

Terror and dread falleth upon them; 

By the greatness of thine arm they are as still as a stone; 

Till tliy people pass over, O Jehovah, 

Till the people pass over that thou hast purchased. 

Thou Tftult bring them in, and plant them in the niountaiii 
of thine inheritance. 

The place, O Jehovah, which thou hast made for thee to 
dwell in. 

Questions. — What decided Moses that he was to 
become the deliverer of his people f — What name did God 
give Himself ? — What does it signify f — Who was to be 
the spokesman for Moses? — What was the name of the 
Pharaoh who let the People of Israel go? 


LESSON X 

ISRAEL AT MOUNT SINAI: THE COVENANT WITH YAHWEH 
(The first reformation) 

I am Jehovah thy God. (Exodus 20, 2.) 

1 . After many trials, the Israelites, under the guidance 
of Moses, arrive at Mount Sinai. It was the re that God 
had previously revealed himself to Moses in the desert. 

2. It is there that Moses is to accomplish a veritable 
reformation, the first reformation in Israel. He is to 
unite the whole people, make Yahweh known to them, 
and give them their first laws. 

3. This first encounter of the people of Israel with the 
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living God, is a solemn thing; and on that day, in spite 
of their faults, their backslidings, the numerous returns 
they were to make to idolatry, and their indifference, the 
children of Israel received the stamp of a chosen people. 

4. Up to this time, the nation had not been conscious 
of what God had done for it, and what He required in re- i 

turn. On the day of the assembly in the desert of Sinai, a 
veritable covenant was established by Moses, the ambas- - 

sador of God, between Yahweh, the eternal and living ' 

God, and the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and J acob. ^ 

NOTES 

1. We cannot insist too much upon this reformation ! 

in Israel. Hitherto the religion of the Israelites had been, , | 

in principle, very superior to the religions of the sur- J 

rounding peoples, and the tradition relating to Abraham, 
the missionary of the living God, seems to show plainly 
that at a very early epoch, the idea of a moral God had 
imposed itself upon the consciousness of the Israelites. 

But this God, though to them the one God, tolerated the 
existence of other gods beside himself. The covenant es- 
tablished by Moses between Yahweh and the people, set 
forth as its basis, that there is no other God but Yahweh; 
and so the people of Israel become the bearers of a reve- 
lation unique in the world. They are to be truly the wit- 
nesses of the Eternal God, the Creator of the moral life, 
the source of justice and holiness. This covenant, that 
marks the most memorable date in the history of Israel, 
is the explanation of all the teachings of the prophets, 
which we encounter later on. "Without the reformatory 
and creative ivork of Moses, there would be no reason 
for the prophets at all. 


L. 
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2. Moses was the law-giver of his people, but let us 
not permit this statement to create a confusion in our 
minds. Moses is not directly the author of all the laws 
in the Pentateuch. This collection of laws, made up 
from different documents based on old traditions, but 
edited at various dates, is not the work of Moses. But 
though Moses did not write it, he inspired it; w^e find 
the stamp of his moral greatness over it all. The Jali- 
vistic and Eiohistic documents, edited in the ninth cen- 
tury B.C.; the foundation of Deuteronomy, which was 
not discovered till the seventh century (621 b.c.); the 
Priests’ Code, written in the sixth century, probably 
about 500 B.C., in Babylonia, give us, each for its own 
period, the laws which the moral, religious and politi- 
cal development of Israel made necessary and possible 
at that time; and though, after the exile, a single editor 
merged into one group all these old traditions and these 
various codes of moral and ritual lawu it is still easy to 
separate the different literary strata in the written tra- 
ditions of the people of Israel. The Decalogue in its 
primitive form has not come dowm to us. We give below 
the Eiohistic version, adapted to a social situation very 
different from that of the Israelites in the desert. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

The Ten Coininandments or the Decalogue* (This 
passage is from the Eiohistic portion of Exodus, Chap, 
30, 1-18. Deuteronomy repeats the Commandments, 
with variations. Deut. 5, 6-21.) 

And God spake all these words, saying, 

I am Jehovah thy God, who brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 
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Tiiou slialt liave no other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make unto tliee a graven image nor any like- 
ness of any thing that is in heaven above, or tliat is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; thou shalt not 
bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them; for I Jehovah thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children, upon the third and upon the fourth generation of 
them that hate me, and showing lovingkindness unto thousands 
of them that love me and keep my commandments. 

Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God in vain; 
for Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in 
vain. 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt 
thou labour, and do all thy work; but the seventh day is a sab- 
bath unto Jehovah thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy 
maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates: for in six days Jehovah made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore 
Jehovah blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long 
in the land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid- 
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neigh- 
bour’s. 

Questions. — Where did Moses first lead the Israel- 
ites? — What happened in the desert of Sinai? — What is 
the chief impoHance of the covenant made there between 
Yah well a nd the people of Israel? 


LESSON XI 

JOSHUA 


Only Jehovah thy God he with thee, as he was ivHh 
Moses. (Joshua 1, 17.) 

1. Moses did not enter the promised land. It was his 
successor, Joshua, who began the conquest of Canaan. 
The Canaanites, though already stript of their ancient 
splendour, did not permit themselves to be deprived of 
their land without resistance. It took several centuries 
for the Israelites to become masters of the whole 
country. 

2. Tradition attributes to Joshua brilliant victories 
over the Canaanites. He besieges Jericho, and its walls 
fall before him. 

3. It is recounted that in a famous battle against the 
Amorites, the day did not pass until all the enemy had 
been either put to rout or massacred. It is the remem- 
brance of this \dctory, sung by the poets, from whom a 
few lines have been preserved, that has given rise to the 
fabulous and much misunderstood story of Joshua's 
causing the sim to stand stilL 


1. To be the successor of Moses was not an easy thing. 
During their long sojourn in the desert, the People of 
Israel had often shown themselves rebellious, and in 
spite of his great ascendancy over them, and his won- 
derful knowledge of men, Moses more than once en- 
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countered the ingratitude and the obstinate stupidity 
and blindness of the crowd. His successor, Joshua, in- 
vested with authority by Moses himself, if we accept the 
tradition, had the still hard task of bringing the people, 
though now more disciplined, into possession of the land 
destined for the Jews from Abram s time. Me are here 
at the very heart of an epical tradition, and the most 
marvellous adventures are recounted of this march on 
to \’ictory. The reality, alas! was not altogether in con- 
formity with the poetry, and the traditions of the time 
just before David, show us how very difficult it was for 
the Israelites, under Joshua and his successors, the 
Judges, to establish their authority in the country occu- 
pied by the Canaanites. 

%,■ Joshua causes the sm 71 to stand still. Men of a cer- 
tain critical turn, never cease to tell us how greatly they 
are shocked by this statement. The truth is, that only 
what moves can be made to stand still; and modern 
theories affirm, with proofs to support them, that the 
sun is fixed, with reference to the earth, and that it is the 
earth which revolves majestically about the luminous 

centre of our physical life. ^ 

To those who read attentively this portion of the book 
of Joshua, abundant eiddence will present itself that we 
have here a quotation from an old heroic poem, unfor- 
tunately lost, entitled tlie hooh of Jashar {the Just); to 
superficial criticism, it suffices to suggest that it is always 
hazardous to treat poetry as history. 

BIBLiS PASSAGES 

1. The death of Moses: Joshua his successor. (Deu- 
teronomy 34, 1-12, a rather recent fragment, made 
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up from old Jahvistic traditions, tlie Priests’ Code, and 
additions by the editor of the book of Deuteronomy.) 

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto inouiit 
Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jeridio. And 
Jehovah showed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan, and all 
Naphtali, and the land of Ephraun and Manasseh, and ail tiie 
land of Judah, unto the hinder sea, and the South, and the 
Plain of the valley of Jericho the city of palm-trees, unto Zoar* 
And Jehovah said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto 
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto 
thy seed : I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou 
shalt not go over thither. So Moses the servant of Jehoyah died 
there in the land of Moab, according to the word of Jehovah. 
And he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab over against 
Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulclire unto this day. 
And Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died: 
his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. And the ciiil- 
dren of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; 
so the days of weeping in the mourning for Moses were ended. 

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; 
for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of 
Israel hearkened unto him, and did as Jehovah eommanded 
Moses. And there hath not arisen a prophet since in Israel like 
unto Moses, wdiorn Jehovah knew face to face, in all tlie signs 
and the wonders, which Jehovah sent him to do in the kind of 
Egj"pt, to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land, 
and in all the mighty hand, and in all the great terror, which 
IVIoses wrought in the sight of all Israel. 

2, The Battle of Gibeon, (Joshua 10, 6-15, a com- 
bination from Elohistic and Jahvistic sources, with tlie 
insertion of a bit of old poetry, an extract from the booh 
of Jashar; very ancient.) 

And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to Gil- 
gal, saying. Slack not thy hand from thy servants; come up to 
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us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the kings of the 
i\jnorites that dwell in the hill-country are gathered together 
against us. So Joshua went up from Giigai, he, and all the peo- 
ple of war with him, and all the mighty men of valour. And Je- 
hovah said unto Joshua, Fear them not: for 1 have delivered 
them into thy hands; there shall. not a man of them stand be- 
fore thee. Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly; for he 
went up from Gilgal all’ the night. And Jehovah discomfited 
them before Israel, and he slew them with a great slaughter at 
Gibeon, and chased them by the way of the ascent of Beth- 
horon, and smote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. And it 
came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, while they were at 
the descent of Betli-horon, tliat Jehovah cast down great stones 
from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were 
more who died with the hailstones than they whom the children 
of Israel slew witli the sword. 

Then spake Joshua to Jehovah in the day when Jehovah de- 
livered up the Amorites before the children of Israel; and he 
said in the sight of Israel, 

Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon ; 

And thou, Moon, in the valley of Aijalon. 
i\nd the sun stood still, and tlie moon stayed, 

Until the nation had avenged themselves of their enemies. 

I Is not this written in the book of Jashar ? And the sun stayed in 

; the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole 

! day. And there was no day like that before it or after it, that Je- 

! liovah hearkened unto the voice of a man: for Jehovah fought 

f:/,' for Israel. 

i And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp 

to Gilgal. 

Questions. — -Whowasthe successor of Moses? — Was 
Joshua able to conquer the whole land of Canaan? — What 
happened at the battle of Gibeon? — What is recounted of 
this battle, in an old poem most of which has been lost? 
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THE JUDGES 

And Jehovah raised tip judges, who saved them out o/ 
the hand of those that despoiled them. (Judges 2, 16.) 

1. The people of Israel, in invading the land of Ca- 
naan — a land that had been civilized for centuries — 
did not at first confine themselves to fixed dwelling- 
places. The necessity of pasturing their numerous flocks 
and herds, as well as the ancient tradition of their na- 
tion, made them a nomadic people, the tribes neces- 
sarily living apart from one another. 

2. The one bond that united them, was religion, the 
worship of Yahweh, instituted by Moses. 

3. But often, when attacked by their neighbours, the 
tribes united, and elected a chief for the occasion, a 
shofet, who disciplined them for the time, and led them 
against their enemies. These chiefs (shofetim or judges) 
were veritable dictators; they prepared the w^ay for a 
union of the people. 

4. Among the most celebrated of the judges we find the 
prophetess Deborah , wdio, in the name of It ahweh united 
the tribes, and waged war victoriously against Sisera and 
the Canaanites; Gideon, who in the name of Yahweh re- 
pulsed the attack of the Midianites, and delivered Is- 
rael; Jephihah, who in the name of Yalmeli defeated 
the Amorites, and sacrificed his daughter in the fulfil- 
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ment of Ms rash vow. Thus the glorious days were pre- 
paring, when the tribes of Israel should be one people. 

NOTE 

The Judges (Hebrew sophet, plural sophetim) are 
valiant leaders, who rise in Israel to defend the rights of 
the people. One of them is a woman, Deborah, who has 
left us, in her song of victory, one of the jewels of ancient 
Hebrew poetry. To get a more exact understanding of 
the Hebrew word which we translate rather inexactly by 
judge, let us recall the fact that the generals of the Car- 
thaginians — a people very probably of Semitic origin, 
and speaking a language closely akin to the Hebrew 
bore the name of siijjete, precisely the same word as 
sophet. The sophetim, then, were occasional leaders, in- 
vested with temporary power, raised up that justice 
might be had for the oppressed tribes. The sophetim led 
tlie way to the unification of the tribes of Israel. \et we 
must not forget the final remark of the editor of the book 
of Judges : — In those days there was no king in Israel: 
every man did that ivhich tvas right in his otvn etjes, 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

1. The Bong oj Deborah, (Fragments. Book of Judges 
5, H-18, S8-30.) 

Awake, awake, Deborah; 

Awake, awake, utter a song: 

Arise, Barak, and lead away thy captives, thou son of 
Abinoam. 

Then came down a remnant of the nobles and the people; 

Jehovah came down for me against the mighty. 

Out of Ephraim came down they whose root is in Amalek; 

After thee, Benjamin, among thy peoples; 
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Out of Macliir came down fjjovernors. 

And out of Zebulun they tliat handle tlie marshaFs staff. 

And the princes of Issachar were with Deborah; 

As was Issachar, so was Barak; 

Into the valley they rushed forth at liis feet. 

By the watercourses of Reuben 

There were great resolves of heart. 

Why sattest thou among the sheepfolds, 

To hear the pipings for tlie flocks ? 

At the watercourses of Reuben 

There were great searchings of heart. 

Gilead abode beyond the Jordan: 

And Dan, why did he remain iii ships ? 

Asher sat still at the haven of the sea. 

And abode by his creeks. 

Ze!)uhui was a people that jeoparded their lives unto the 
deatli, 

And Xaphtali, upon the high places of the 

•'2. Jothanis Fable. (Judges O, Ihb-^O. Very 
ancient.) 

The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them; 
and they said unto the olive-tree. Reign thou over us. Bui the 
olive-tree said unto them. Should I leave my fatness, where- 
with by me they honour God and man, and go to wave to and 
fro over the trees ? And the trce\s said to the fig-tree, Come thou, 
and reign over us. ihit the fig-tree said unto them, Shouid I 
leave my sweetness, and my good fruit, and gt> to wave to and 
fro o\er the trees ? And the trees said unto the vine, (Jome thou, 
and reign over us. And the vine said unto them. Should I leave 
niy new wine, which eheereth God and man, and go to wave to 
and fro over the trees ? Then said all tlie trees unto the bramble, 
(Vjuic thou, and reign over us. And the bramble said unto tlie 
trees. If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and 
take refuge in my shade; and if not, lei tire come out uf the 
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bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon. Now therefore, if 
ye have dealt truly and uprightly, in that ye have made Abime- 
lech king, and if ye have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his 
house, and have done unto hmi according to the deserving of 
his hands, then rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let liim also re- 
joice in you: but if not, let fire come out from Abimelech, and 
devour the men of Shechem, and the house of Millo. 

Questions. — TVko were the Judges? — What does 
their name signify ? — Hotv did they arise ? — Name the 
most celebrated among them. 
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SAMUEL AND SAUL 

And now, behold, the king walketh before me. (1 
Samuel 12, 2.) 

1. Samuel w^as the last of the judges. 

2. Alarmed by the growing power of the Philistines 
and other neighbouring peoples w^ho have kings, the Is- 
raelites demand of the old judge that he appoint them a 
king. 

3. Samuel reminds the people that their sole king is 
Yalnveh, and does not hide the fact from them that they 
will repent if they give up their liberty. But the people 
will not listen to the reasonings of Samuel, and Saul, son 
of Kish, a young man, handsomer than any other among 
the children of Israel, and taller from the shoulders up- 
w^ard, is anointed king by Samuel. 
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4. This first attempt at a. monarchy was not a happy 
one, Saul did not walk in the ways of \aliweh. He 
thought he could free himself from spiritual aiithority; 
he was intoxicated by his power, and he committed fault 
after fault. Success deserted him, and in the battle of 
Gilboa he perished with his three sons. 

NOTES 

I. , Among the sons of Saul, the sympathetic, figure of 
Jonathan, the faithful friend, stands forth in luminous 
outlines. When the king his father, maddened by jeab 
oiisy and illness, would have put his servant, Da\ici, to 
death, Jonathan interposed; and we find him always 
faithful to his friendship. Even wiien David had been 
forced to leave the king’s court, Jonathan. remembered 


his oath. When Jonathan is killed, at his father’s side, 
David weeps over his friend, and composes a lament on 
his death. The friendship of Jonathan and Da\id, in an 
epoch still barbarous and full of wuirs and revolutions, 
is a beautiful thing to contemjdate. 

2. When Saul felt that every one had deserted him, 
and he had lost all confidence in the God of Iiis fatliers 
lie set out to find a magician to reveal to him the future. 
j':J Notliing could be sadder than the end of Saul. Young 

and handsome and full of hope, he had brought glory to 
Israel so long as he w’alked in God’s %vays; but ambition, 
impatience of restraint, and confidence in his owui 
powers, had led him astray; and in w^retcliedness and 
despair, on the eve of the battle that was to bring his 
death, he stooped so low as to enter the dw’elling of a 
watch! — So true is it that those wdio think they can free 
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themselves from responsibility to God, are forced to re- 
turn to Him by some crooked path; and often it is too 
late; religion has become superstition. 


BIBLE PASSAGES 


1. The Israelites demand a Icing, (Fragment of an 
old Epliraitic chronicle, probably edited at the begin- 
ning of the eighth century before Christ. 1 Samuel 
8 , 10 - 22 .) 

And Samuel told all the words of Jehovah unto the people 
that asked of him a king. And he said. This will be the manner 
of the king that shall reign over you: he will take your sons, and 
appoint them unto him, for his chariots, and to be his horse- 
men; and they shall run before his chariots; and he will appoint 
them unto him for captains of thousands, and captains of fif- 
ties; and he will set some to plow his ground and to reap his 
harvest, and to make his instruments of war, and the instru- 
ments of his chariots. And he will take your daughters to be per- 
fumers, and to be cooks, and to be bakers. And he will take 
your fields, and your vineyards, and your oliveyards, even the 
best of them, and give them to his servants. And he will take 
the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his 
officers, and to his servants. And he will take your men-servants 
and your maid-servants, and your goodliest young men, and 
your asses, and put them to his wmrk. He will take the tenth of 
your flocks: and ye shall be his servants. And ye shall cry out in 
that day because of your king whom ye shall have chosen you; 
and Jehovah will not answer you in that day. 

But the people refused to hearken unto the voice of Samuel ; 
and they said, Nay; but we will have a king over us, that we also 
may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us, and 
go out before us, and fight our battles. And Samuel heard all 
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voice, and make them a king. And Samuel said unto tlie men of 
Israel, Go ye every man unto his city. 

2. Saul Made King. (1 Samuel 11, 11-12, 4; from 
an ancient source, different to the one from which the 
preceding fragment was taken.) 

And it was so on the morrow, that Saul put the people in 
three companies; and they came into the midst of the camp in 
the morning watch, and smote the Ammonites until the heat of 
the day: and it came to pass that they that remained were scat- 
tered, so that not two of them were left together. 

And the people said unto Samuel, Wlio is he that said, Shall 
Saul reign over us ? bring the men, that we may put them to 
death. And Saul said, There shall not a man be put to deatli 
this day; for to-day Jehovah hath wought deliverance in 
Israel. 

Then said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go to Gil- 
gal, and renew the kingdom there. And all the people went to 
Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before Jehovah in Gii- 
gal; and tliere they offered sacrifices of peace-offerings before 
Jehovah; and there Saul and ail the men of Israel rejoiced 
greatly. 

And Samuel said unto all Israel, Behold, I have hearkened 
unto your voice in all that ye said unto me, ami have made a 
king over you. And now, behold, the king walketh before you: 
and I am old and grayheaded; and, behold, my sons are vith 
you: and I have walked before you from my youth unto this 
day. Here 1 am: witness against me la^fore Jeliovah, and l)efore 
his anointed: whose ox have I taken? or whose ass have I 
taken ? or wliorn have I defrauded ? whom have I oppressed ? 
or of whose hand have I taken a ransom to blind mine eyes 
therewith ? and I will restore it you. And they said. Thou hast 
not defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither hast thou taken 
aught of any man’s hand. 

3, Saul with ike witch of En-dor. (I Samuel 28, 
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3-20; an ancient story, probably coming out of Judali, 
about tlie tenth century b.c.) 

■ Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and 
buried him in Ramah, even in his own city. And Saul had put 
away those that had familiar spirits, and die wizards, out of the 
land. And the Philistines gathered themselves together, and 
came and encamped in Shimem; and Saul gathered all Israel 
together, and they encamped in Gilboa. And when Saul saw 
the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled 
greatly. And when Saul inquired of Jehovah, Jehovah answ^ered 
him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim*, nor by prophets. 
Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath 
a familiar spirit, that I may go to her and inquire of her. And 
his servants said to him. Behold, there is a woman that hath a 
familiar spirit at En-dor. 

And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and 
and went, lie and two men with him, and they came to the wn- 
man by night: and lie said, Divine unto me, I pray thee, by the 
familiar spirit and bring me up whomsoever I sliall name unto 
thee. And tlie w’oman said unto him, Behold, thou knowest 
what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that have famil- 
iar spirits, and the wizards out of the land: wherefore then layest 
thoii a snare for my life, to cause me to die ? And Saul sware to 
her by Jehovah, saying. As Jehovah liveth, there shall no 
punishment happen to thee for this thing. Then said the 
wximan. Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, 
Bring me up Samuel. And when the woman saw Samuel, she 
cried with a loud voice; and the wminan spake to Saul saying, 
Why hast thou deceived me ? for thou art Saul. And the king 
said unto her, Be not afraid: for what seest thou? And the 
woman said unto Saul, I see a god coming up out of the earth. 
And he said unto her, What form is he of? And she said. An 

* Urim and Thummim (lif^lits and perfections), objects placed on 
the breast of the priest, for the purpose of reading? the future ; very 
probably of Egyptian origin. 
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old man cometh up; and lie is covered with a robe. And Saul 
perceived that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to 
the ground, and did obeisance. 

And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to 
bring me up? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the 
Philistines make ivar against me, and God is departed from me, 
and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: 
therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known 
unto me what I shall do. And Samuel said. Wherefore then 
dost thou ask of me, seeing Jehovah is departed from thee, 
and is become thine adversary ? And Jehovah hath done unto 
thee, as he spake by me: and Jehovah hath rent the kingdom 
out of thy hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to David. 
Because thou obeyedst not the voice of Jehovah, and didst not 
execute his fierce wratli upon Amalek, therefore hath Jehovah 
done this thing unto thee this day. Moreover Jehovali will de- 
liver Israel also with thee into the hand of the Philistines; and 
to-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: Jehovah will de- 
liver the host of Israel also into the hand of tlie Philistines. 

Then Saul fell straightway his full length upon the earth, and 
was sore afraid, because of the words of Samuel : and there was 
no strength in him; for he had eaten no bread all tlie day, nor 
all the night. 

Questions. — JFko was the last of the fudges? — • 
What did the^ people deinand of him? — Did Samuel 
grant their request ivithout protesting? ~ Who teas 
anointed King of Israel? — JVkat was the end of Saul? 
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LESSON XIV 

DAVID THE KING — A UNITED ISRAEL 
(About 1000 B.C.) 

And David 'perceived that Jehovah had established kirn 
king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kmgdom for 
his people IsraeVs sake. Samuel 5, 

1. David of Betlileliem, son of Jesse, feeds Ms 
father’s docks, and while yet only a shepherd boy, does 
wonderful deeds. He becomes Saul’s servant, and his 
son-indaw. But the king, jealous of his success, is angry 
with him, and David flees, lie becomes captain of a 
band, uniting around him the needy and unfortunate 
and discontented men of Israel. 

2. Having grown very powerful, at the death of Saul 
and Jonathan he becomes king, and by his courage and 
ability, succeeds in uniting all the tribes of Israel under 
his authority. Jerusalem, which up to that time had re- 
sisted all the assaults of the Israelites, is taken by David, 
and becomes the capital of united Israel. 

3. Under his able and energetic government, the peo- 
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pie are organized, and his rule extends from Egypt to 
the river Euphrates. 

4. A powerful leader, a valiant warrior, a statesman 
and judge, although he too often became an example of 
unfeeling and intentional cruelty. King David neverthe- 
less remains, for those early times, the type of the ideal 
king, and mil always remain so in the memory of the 
Hebrew people. 

NOTE 

David is truly the national hero of Israel. As a youth, 
he defends his flocks against lions and bears. One day, 
while the Philistines and the Israelites are drawn up for 
battle, he goes forth alone against tlie giant Goliath , and 
slays him with a stone from his sling. Later, at tlie time 
of the expeditions of Saul against the enemies of Israel, 
his beauty and courage draw tlie attention of every one 
to him, and the people celebrate liis feats of arms with 
singing and dancing. 

“Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten 
thousands.” 

Throiiglioiit the history of Israel we meet with the 
name of David. When the people, oppressed and over- 
whelmed by disaster, look upward again, it is to evoke 
tlie figure of David, the King. David grew in the popu- 
lar imagination, until he became tlie liberator, the one 
who should van(]uish the enemies of his people, the mes- 
senger of God, the restorer of the splendours of Israel. 
The House of David, the well beloved of his people, 
should give, birth to the Lord’s Anointed, who should 
extend the kingdom of God over all the earth, when 
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peace, justice, and love should reign. What a splendid 
destiny! And justified, for the greater part, by the cour- 
age and real piety of David. 


BIBLE PASSAGE 

David's Lament over Saul and Jonathan, (2 Samuel 
1 , 17 - 27 .) 

And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and 
over Jonathan liis son (and he bade them teach the children of 
Judah the song of the bow: behold, it is -written in the book of 
Jashar) : 

Thy glory, O Israel, is slain upon thy high places ! 

How are the mighty fallen! 

Tell it not in Gath, 

Publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon; 

Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice. 

Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, 

Let there be no dew nor rain upon you, neither fields of 
offerings: 

For there the shield of the mighty was vilely cast away. 

The shield of Saul, not anointed with oil. 

From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty; 

The bow of Jonathan turned not back. 

And the sword of Saul returned not empty. 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives. 
And in their death they were not divided: 

They were swifter than eagles. 

They were stronger than lions. 

Ye daughters of Israel, w'eep over Saul, 

■^^dio clothed you in scarlet delicately. 

Who put ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 

How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! 
Jonathan is slain upon thy high places. 
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I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan; 

Very pleasant hast thou been unto me: 
lliy love to me was wonderful. 

Passing the love of women. 

How are the mighty fallen. 

And the weapons of war perished! 

Questions. — How did David become King? — Was 
he a powerful Icing? — • What was he destined to become 
in the history of his people? 


LESSON XV 

DAVID THE SERVANT OF YAHWEII*. HIS SIN 
AND REPENTANCE 

Thou art the man, (2 Samuel 12, 7.) 

1 . The tradition of Israel has made of David a man 
AFTER God’s own heart. The whole story of his life 
sliows that he was a devout servant of the God of his 
fathers, of Yahweh, the living God. 

The writers who have told his deeds and exploits, 
liave not hidden his weakness and his crimes. They do 
not flatter David; but they show us that if he too often 
h‘t his passions get the better of him, he was not blind to 
the fact, and that he repented sincerely of the evil he had 
done. 



3. David, then, is not simply the type of the ideal 
king, but he is the type of man^ man with ail his pas- 
sions, all his weaknesses, the victim of his appetites and 
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of sin; but of man who mourns over his sins and listens 
to the voice of his conscience. 

4. David the sinful but repentant man, is not less 
great than David the king, the valiant warrior, and the 
statesman. 

NOTE 

When it narrates the lives of the men of God, the 
Bible, with wonderful sincerity, hides none of their 
weaknesses; but for us to see nothing but their faults, is 
to be unjust to the Bible. This incomparable book re- 
counts for our guidance tlie numerous falls of its heroes; 
but at the same time it lets us see the means which God 
puts at the service of men to preserve them from sin or 
raise them up after they have fallen. For every fair- 
minded man, who looks upon humanity as struggling in 
the midst of a world of sin and disorder, the Bible is the 
book of books, in its sincerity and its reality. We who 
believe that God, our Father, watches over our lives, in 
order to lead us into the way of perfection, love this 
Bible, which points out to us these ways of God for our 
salvation. 

David, sinner that he is, knows the will of God, yet 
violates the law; David humiliates himself; David be- 
moans his sin. It is very easy to say: “He would have 
done better not to sin at all.” — Let him who has never 
sinned, cast the first stone. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

DavuVs Crime: Ms Repentance at the Word of Nathan 
the Frophei, (2 Samuel 12, 1-10; 13-15.) 

King David, desiring Bath-sheba, wife of Uriah the 
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Hittite, to be his wife, ordered Uriah to be put in the 
: I front line of battle, so that he might be killed. 

j The thing that David had done displeased Yahweh. 

1 And Jehovah sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto 

him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the 
• one rich, and the otlier poor. The rich man had exceeding many 

} • flocks and herds ; but the poor man had nothing, save one little 

.J ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew 

§ up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his 

I . own morsel, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, 

I ■ and was unto iiim as a daughter. And there came a traveller 

unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of 
his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come 
unto liim, but took the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it for the'* 
man that was come to him. And David’s anger was greatly kin- 
dled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As Jehovah liv- 
eth, tlie man that hath done this is worthy to die: and he shall 
restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and be- 



cause he had no pity. 

And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, 
ami I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; and I gave thee 
thy master’s house, and thy master’s wives into thy bosom, and 
gave thee the house of Israel and of J udah ; and if that had been 
too little, I would have added unto thee such and such things. 
Wherefore hast tliou despised the word of Jehovah, to do that 
which is evil in his sight? thou hast smitten Uriah the Hittite 
with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast 
slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. Now there- 
fore the sword shall never depart from thy house, because thou 
hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to 
be thy wifco And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against 
Nathan said unto David, Jehovah also hath put 
thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this deed 
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thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of Jehovah to 
blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die. 
And Nathan departed unto his house. 

Questions. — What is meant by the expression: 
David, a man after God's oivn heaH?" — Did David 
feel remorse for his sins? — Was he a very religious man? 


LESSON XVI 

AHAB AND ASSYRIA 

(875 B.c.) 

* The Story of Creation 

And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the 
ground. (Genesis 2, 7.) 

1. The successor of David was Solomon, whose reign 
was one of incomparable splendour. But through his 
cruelty, Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, brought about 
the division of the people of Israel into two distinct 
kingdoms. This division is spoken of as the schism and 
the revolt. The northern kingdom, ha\dng Samaria for 
its capital, was called the kingdom of Israel, and the 
southern kingdom, with its capital at Jerusalem, was 
called the kingdom of Judah. 

Among the successors of Jeroboam, king of Israel, 
who were almost all cruel and irreligious kings, Ahab 
has left behind the worst reputation of all. He had mar- 
ried a foreign princess, Jezebel, a worshipper of the 
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PlicBiiiciaii gods Baal and Astarte. Naturally the re- 
ligion of the queen found followers among the people. 

3. It was during the reign of Ahab that the kingdom 
of Israel first came into strife with the Assyrians. 

4. After being long at war with the Syrians, Ahab had 
made an alliance with their king, Ben-hadad, to combat 
Shalmaneser II, King of Assyria, who had begun an ex- 
pedition against the kingdom of Israel. A great battle 
between the allies and the Assyrian king, took place at 
Karkar (about 854 b.c.). Ahab and Ben-hadad were 
defeated, but Shalmaneser did not dare push his con- 
quest farther. 


NOTES 


1. It was very probably during the reign of King 
Ahab — at all events, about the middle of the ninth cen- 
tury, B.c. — that the most ancient code of Israeli tic laws, 
the Book of the Covenant (Exodus 20,23-23, 19), 
was compiled; and a little later the two great documents 
that we find blended in the first six books of the Bible, 
were probably edited — the Jakvist and the Elohist^ the 
former the more ancient of the two, and of prophetic ori- 
gin (probably composed at Jerusalem); the latter, of 
Israe^itic origin, composed about forty years later than 
the Jakvist. 

It is in the J ahvist that we find old m 3 i;hs and legends 
which have their dim origins in the most ancient tradi- 
tions of the Assyro-Babylonian religion. But if the foun- 
dation is the same, the spirit is different. When Abra- 
ham took away with him from his country these old 
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Semitic traditions, lie bequeathed them to a people that 
was to transform and spiritualize them. We may follow 
their history, and trace the manipulations and trans- 
formations through which these ancient traditions 
passed, by comparing for instance, the story of creation 
graven on the Assyro-Baby Ionian tablets, with the same 
story as it is found in the Jahvist document (of the 9tli 
century b.c.), and in the Priests’ Code (belonging to 
the time of the Exile). The value of these ancient tra- 
ditions — they cannot make the slightest claim of en- 
tering into competition with modern scientific knowl- 
edge — is in their affirmation of the greatness of the 
living God, the Creator, who gives to man his con- 
science — that eye of the soul — and shows him that 
his happiness depends upon the use he makes of his 
liberty, 

2. Apropos of the war of Ahab with the Assyrians, it 
is well to notice that he is the first king of Israel wliose 
name appears on an historic tablet. It is found in a long 
inscription on a monolith now in the British Museum. 
There Shalmaneser says: ‘Tvarkar, the royal city, have 
I destroyed, laid 'waste, burned by fire. 1200 chariots, 
1200 horseman, 20,000 foot-soldiers of Dadidri, of Da- 
mas; .... 10,000 foot-soldiers of Ahab, of the 

land of Israel A' etc., etc. 


BIBLE PASSAGES 

The prophetic document of the Jah\dst contains: 
1, the story of creation (Genesis 2, 4-24); 2, the legend 
of paradise and the fall (Genesis 3, 1-24); 3, the first 
murder — Cain and Abel; 4, an account of the deluge, 
combined with parts of the document known as the 
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Priests’ Code (Genesis 6, 1-8; 7, 1-5, 7--10, 12,17, 22 
25; 8, 2,3, 6-13); 5, the story of the tower of Babel and 
the confusion of tongues (Genesis 11, 2-9). As it is im- 
possible to quote all these passages, we must content 
ourselves with transcribing two fragments relating, the 
one to the creation, and the other to the fall. 

1. The Creation 



These are the generations of the heavens and of tlie earth 
when they w’ere created, in the day that Jehovah God made 
earth and heaven. And no plant of the field was yet in the earth, 
and no herb of the field had yet sprung up; for Jehovah God 
had not caused it to rain upon the earth: and there was not a 
man to till tlie ground ; but there w^ent up a mist from the earth, 
and watered the whole face of the ground. And Jehovah God 
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. And 
Jehovah God planted a garden eastward, in Eden; and there he 
put the juan wdiom he had formed. And out of the ground made 
Jehovah God to grow^ every tree that is pleasant to the sight, 
and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the gar- 
den, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. iAtid a river 
went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was 
parted, and became four heads. The name of the first is Pishon: 
that is it which compasseth the w’-hole land of Havilah, where 
tiiere is gold; and the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium 
and the onyx stone. And the name of the second river is Gihon: 
the same is it that compasseth the whole land of Cush. And the 
name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth in 
front of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. And Je- 
hovah God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden 
to dress it and to keep it. And Jehovah God commanded the 
man, saying. Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely 
eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
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vsewcd fig-lea%"cs together, and made, themselves aprons. And 
they heard the voice of Jehovah God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day: and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of Jehovah God amongst the trees of the 
garden. 

And Jehovah God called unto the man and said unto liim, 
WTiere art thou ? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, 
and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And 
he said, "^Mio told thee that thou wast naked ? Hast thou eaten 
of the tree, w’hereof I conunanded thee that thou shouldest not 
eat ? And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be 
with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And Jehovah 
God said unto the woman, What is this thou hast done ? And 
the woman said. The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And 
Jehovah God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done 
this, cursed art thou above all cattle, and above every beast of 
the field ; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all 
the days of thy life; and I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed: he shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. Unto the woman he said, 
I will greatly multiply thy pain and thy conception; in pain 
thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy 
husband, and he shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, 
Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and 
hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying. Thou 
shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in toil shalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles 
shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the 
field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou re- 
turn unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return. x4nd the man called his 
wife’s name Eve; because she was the mother of all living. x4nd 
Jehovah God made for Adam and for his wife coats of skins, 
and clothed them. 

And Jehovah God said, Behold, the man is become as one of 
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us to know good and evU; and now, lest he put forth his hand, 
and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever-^ 
therefore Jehovah God sent him forth from the garden of Eden 
to tiU the ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out 
tte man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden the 
Cherubim, and the flame of a sword which turned every way to 
keep the way of the tree of life. 

Questions. — Among David’s successors in Israel, 

ichich one has left the most regrettable memory? Why 

has Ahab such a had repiitaiion? — Whai nation first 

makes war upon Israel during the reign of Ahab» 

What do you know of the stories of the creation and the 
fall? — What IS their meaning? 


LESSON XVII 

AHAB AND ELIJAH 

/, inheritance of my fathers. 

(1 Kings 21, 4.) ‘SI 

1. Ahab not only brought into Israel the religion and 
superstition of the Phoenicians — a religion and super- 
stition that were monstrous — but having abandoned 
the stnct moral law given to the Israelites by Moses, he 
became a tyrant, and did not hesitate to commit mur- 
der in order that he might get possession of the property 
of Ms subjects. This happened in the case of an upright 
man, named Naboth. Ahab, desiring this man’s vine- 
yard, and not being able to buy it from him, had him 
condemned to death, through the testimony of false wit- 
nesses, and confiscated the coveted ground, 
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2. Elijah the Tishbite, prophet of Yaln^ eh, who lived 
in the deserts and appeared only at critical moments, 
presents himself before the King, who has come with his 
officers to take possession of the vineyard of Naboth. 

3. Elijah has already fought against the degrading 
worship of Baal; in a famous encounter he destroyed the 
altar of the false gods and slew their prophets. Now" he 
suddenly appears before Ahab, reproaches him vehe- 
mently for his abominable deed, and foretells the evils 
that are about to come upon him. 

4. Behind the king, and filled wdth horror at the 
prophet’s words, stands Jehu, son of Nimshi, who later 
carries out the sentence now pronounced by Elijah in 
the name of God. And Ahab repented of the evil he had 
done, he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth on his 
body, and fasted. 


1 . The idolatry of the Israelites — the practices that 
they borrowed from strange religions, first from the 
Phoenicians, then from the Babylonians — never turned 
them altogether aside from their national religion. 
When Israel’s kings set up golden calves, they meant 
them as symbols of Yahweh; when they built temples to 
Baal, it w^as Yahw^eh whose worship they wished to cul- • 
tivate, in the name of a Phcenician dhinity; it must not 
be imagined that the kings and their people had changed 
their religion. But just as the simple worship that W"as 
offered to Christ in the primitive church, has become 
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transformed into a religion rich in symbols and divine 
intermediaries — the saints, the Virgin, the sacraments 
(for popular Catholicism has very little connection with 
evangelical Christianity, even though it claims to wor- 
ship only God) — just so in Israel did the simple and 
austere worship of the God of Abraham and Moses, be- 
come transformed by the addition of elements foreign to 
it. It was against just this that the prophets were always 
crying out. All their effort was confined to these three 
things: first, to bring back the people to the spiritual 
worship of Jehovah; second, to strip this 'worship of all 
superstitions borrowed from neighbouring religions; 
third, to announce the destruction of the people, if they 
would not turn again to Yahweh, and the salvation of a 
chosen remnant, w'ho should spread over the whole earth 
the spiritual worship of God. 

2. Since we have encountered a prophet, let us estab- 
lish once for all what we are to understand by the word. 
Popularly, a prophet is simply a diviner, a man who 
foretells the future ; but nothing could be more false than 
this idea. A prophet — in Hebrew nahhi — is certainly a 
seer, but if he sees the future, it is the present that calls it 
up for him. A nahhi is a man set apart by God, and con- 
scious of God’s will. He arises out of the midst of the 
people, called by God’s spirit to awaken men’s con- 
sciences, denounce injustice, and defend the oppressed. 
The mission of the prophets, whom we are about to 
study, was to recall to the people of Israel, the kings 
and the priests, the covenant made by Moses between 
Yah'weh and His people; they are foretellers of 
God’s anger and His mercy, and incorruptible servants 
of justice. 
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BIBLE PASSAGE 

The Vineyard of Naboth: Elijah before Ahah, (1 
Kings 21, 27-29.) 

And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jez- 
reelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace 
of Ahab king of Samaria. And Aliab spake unto Naboth, say- 
ing, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of 
herbs, because it is near unto my house; and I will give thee for 
it a better vineyard than it: or, if it seem good to thee, I will give 
thee the worth of it in money. And Naboth said to Ahab, Jeho- 
vah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fath- 
ers unto thee. Aid Aiab came into his house heavy and dis- 
pleased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had 
spoken to liim; for he had said, I will not give thee the inherit- 
ance of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and 
turned away his face, and would eat no bread. 

But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why is 
thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread ? And he said unto 
her, Because I spake unto Nabotli the Jezreelite, and said unto 
him, Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it please thee, I 
will give thee another vineyard for it; and he answered, I will 
not give thee my vineyard. And Jezebel his wife said unto him, 
Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel ? arise, and eat 
bread, and let thy heart be merry: I will give thee the vineyard 
of Naboth the Jezreelite. So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, 
and sealed tliem with his seal, and sent the letters , unto the el- 
ders and to the nobles tliat were in his city, and that dwelt with 
Naboth. And she wrote in the letters, saying. Proclaim a fast, 
and set Naboth on high among the people: and set two men, 
base fellows, before him, and let them bear witness against him, 
saying, Thou didst curse God and the king. And then carry him 
out, and stone him to death. 

Aid the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who 
dwelt in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, according 


AHAB AND ELIJAH 


71 


as it was written in the letters which she had sent unto them. 
They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among the peo- 
ple. And the two men, the base fellows, came in and sat before 
him: and the base fellows bare witness against him, even 
against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth 
did curse God and the king. Then they carried him forth 
out of the city, and stoned him to death with stones. Then 
they sent so Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is dead. 
And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was 
stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take 
possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which 
he refused to give thee for money; for Naboth is not alive, but 
dead. And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was 
dead, that Aliab arose to go down to the \dneyard of Naboth 
the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 

And the word of Jehovah came to Elijah the Tishbite, say- 
ing, Arise, go down to meet xiliab king of Israel, who dwelleth 
in Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he 
is gone down to take possession of it. And thou shalt speak unto 
him, saying, Thus saith Jehovah, Hast thou killed, and also 
taken possession ? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus 
saith Jehovah, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Na- 
both shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. And Aliab said to 
Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy ? And he answered, 
I have found thee, because thou hast sold thyself to do that 
which is evil in the sight of Jehovah. Behold, I will bring evil 
upon thee, and will utterly sweep thee away and will cut off 
from Aliab every man-child, and him that is shut up and him 
that is left at large in Israel: and I will make thy house like 
the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of 
Baasha the son of Ahijah for the provocation wdierewith thou 
hast provoked me to anger, and hast made Israel to sin. And 
of Jezebel also spake Jehovah, saying, The dogs shall eat 
Jezebel by the rampart of Jezreel. Him that dieth of Aliab in 
the city the dogs shall eat; and him that dieth in the field shall 
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the birds of heaven eat. (But there was none like unto Aliab, 
who did sell himself to do that which w^as evil in the sight of 
Jehovah, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. And he did very 
abominably in following idols, according to all that the Ainor- 
ites did, whom Jehovah cast out before the children of Israel.) 

And it came to pass, when Aliab heard those words, that he 
rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, 
and lay in sackclotli, and wept softly. And the word of Jehovah 
came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, Seest thou |low Ahab huin- 
bleth himself before me ? because he humbleth himself before 
me, I will not bring the evil in his days; but in his son’s day will 
I bring the evil upon his house. 

Questions. — Was Ahab a just king? — What 
crime did he commit? — What did he command to he done 
to Naboth? — Who came to reproach him for his crime? 
— Who was Elijah? — What is a prophet? 

LESSON XVIII 

AMOS OF TEKOA 
(About 760 B.C.) 

Theg know not to do right, saith Jehovah, (Amos 

3, 10.) 

I. In those days, during the reign of Jeroboam 11, 
when Israel w^as more powerful than ever before except 
under Solomon, wealth and luxury, peace and comfort, 
had lulled the people into indifference and a shameful 
formalism. The spiritual worship of Yahweh was lost 
sight of under the superstitious practices borrowed from 
foreign religions. Golden calves were set up in the high 
places, and corruption spread amiong the people. 
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2. Then a prophet arose, a simple shepherd, Amos 
of Tekoa. He lived among his flocks, in the solitudes of 
the Bethlehem desert. While in meditation and prayer, 
he had a vision of the God of justice, whose will it was 
that men should live in obedience, justice and love. 

3. When Amos left his desert solitude, and went 
down among the cities of the plain, he was filled with 
indignation at the luxury and wickedness he found 
there, and at the idolatrous worship of the ofiicial reli- 
gion, and he became eloquent over the oppression and 
sufferings of the poor. 

NOTES 

1, The appearance of Amos upon the scene of the 
world, is an event of considerable importance. He is the 
first prophet wdiose authentic writings have come down 
to us. Here we have, then, at first hand, material from 
which to picture to ourselves the work of a prophet. 
His language, vigorous and pure, is full of images and 
very forcefiiL Through his writings we shall look out 
upon some of the most moving scenes of the history of 
spiritual religion. We shall see a free soul, God -inspired, 
in conflict with official and worldly religious practices — 
the prophet face to face with the priest. 

We know little about Amos. He was a shepherd, 
and he watched the growth of the sycamores, whose 
fruit was good for food. At last, on a high feast day, he 
appeared before the priest Amaziah, and was driven out 
by him. But if we know little about the life of Amos, we 
have the substance of his message. 
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3. Tekoa is a city of Judea, an hour and a half south 
of Bethlehem. 



BIBLE PASSAGES 

1. Jeroboam IT, King of Israel (783-743 b.c.) 
(2 Kings 14, 23-29), 

In the fifteenth year of Ainaziah the son of Joash king of Ju- 
dah, Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel began to reign in 
Samaria, and reigned forty and one years. And he did that 
which was evil in the sight of Jehovah: he departed not from all 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Is- 
rael to sill. He restored the border of Israel from the entrance of 
Hamath unto the sea of the Arabah, according to the word of 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, ’which he spake by his servant 
Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-hepher. 
For Jehovah saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter; 
for there was none shut up nor left at large, neither was there 
any helper for Israel. And Jehovah said not that he would blot 
out the name of Israel from under heaven; but he saved them by 
the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and ail that he did, and 
his might, how he warred, and how he recovered Damascus, 
and Hamath, ^ohich had belonged to Judah, for Israel, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel ? 
And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even with the kings of 
Israel; and Zechariah his son reigned in his stead. 

2. From Amos 3, 1-11. 

Reproaches and Threats 

Hear this word that Jehovah hatli spoken against you, O 
children of Israel, against the whole famil}' which I brought up 
out of the land of Egypt saying. You only have I known of all 
the families of the earth : therefore I will visit upon you all your 
iniquities. Shall two walk together, except they have agreed ? 
Will a Hon roar in the forest, when he hath no prey? will a 
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young lion cry out of liis den, if he have taken nothing ? Can a 
bird fall in a snare upon the earth where no gin is set for him ? 
shall a snare spring up from the ground, and have taken noth- 
ing at all ? Shall the trumpet be blown in a city, and the people 
not be afraid ? shall evil befall a city, and Jehovah hath not 
done it ? Surely the Lord Jehovah will do nothing, except he re- 
veal his secret unto his servants the prophets , The lion hath 
roared; who will not fear ? The Lord Jehovah hath spoken; who 
can but prophesy ? 

Publish ye in the palaces at Ashdod, and in the palaces in tlie 
land of Egypt, and say. Assemble yourselves upon the moun- 
tains of Samaria, and behold what great tumults are therein, 
and what oppressions in the midst thereof. For they know not 
to do riglit, saith Jehovali, who store up violence and robbery 
in their palaces. Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah: An ad- 
versary there shall he, even round about the land ; and he shall 
bring down thy strengtli from thee, and thy palaces shall be 
plundered. 

Quesiions. Ill what condition was the Kingdom of 
Israel tinder Jerohoam II? — What was the state of re- 
ligion? — What prophet arose? — What did he think of 
the soeiety of his time? 


LESSON XIX 

AMOS, PREACHER OF JUSTICE 

They afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they turn 
aside the poor in the gate from their right, (Amos 5, 12.) 

1. Amos stands forth as the defender of justice, which 
the powerful violate; he denounces the carelessness and 
dishonesty of judges, and assails the luxury, the selfish- 
ness and the hardheartedness of the rich. 
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2. He makes bold even to attack the priests j whose 
religion, far from being a check to evil passions, is only 
a veil for hypocrisy. 

3. He demands justice for all, but especially for the 
meek, the humble, and the oppressed. God has not de- 
livered his people out of the bondage of Egypt, in order 
that, in their turn, the rich and powerful among them 
should make slaves of their poor and needy brethren. 



NOTE 

llie characteristic note of the preaching of the 
prophets is justice. Every nation has had its mission. 
The Greeks were the great creators of Beauty and Art. 
The Romans, warriors and statesman, gave the world 
its example of organization through Law. The Israelites, 
through their prophets, announced to the world a God 
who desires Justice and Holiness; by holiness, man ap- 
proaches nearer and nearer to his Creator; through jus- 
tice, peace shall come among the sons of men, now sepa- 
rated by selfishness and ill-will. 

The prophets are powerful and inspiring preachers, 
to whom the men of our own time might listen with as 
much profit as the Israelites of eight hundred years be- 
fore C'hrist could have found in so doing; their teaching 
is always in season. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

(Amos 5, 10-27.) 

They hate him that reproveth in the gate, and they abhor 
him that speaketh uprightly. Forasmuch therefore as ye tram- 
ple upon the poor, and take exactions from him of wheat; ye 
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have built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; 
ye have planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink the 
wine thereof. For I know how manifold are your, transgressions, 
and how mighty are your sins — ye that afflict the just, that 
take a bribe, and that turn aside the needy in the gate frmii 
their right. Therefore he that is prudent shall keep silence in 
such a time; for it is an evil time. 

Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live; and so Jehovah, 
the God of hosts, will be with you, as ye say. Hate the evil, and 
love the good, and establish justice in the gate: it may be that 
Jehovah, the God of hosts, will be gracious unto the remnant of 
Joseph. 

Therefore thus saith Jehovah, the God of hosts, the Lord: 
Wailing shall be in all the broad ways; and they shall say in all 
the streets, Alas ! alas ! and they sliall call the husbandman to 
mourning, and such as are skilful in lamentation to wailing. 
And in all vineyards shall be wailing; for I will pass through the 
midst of thee, saith Jehovah. 

Woe unto you that desire the day of Jehovah! Wherefore 
would ye have the day of Jehovah ? It is darkness, and not 
light. As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or 
went into the house and leaned his hand on the w'all, and a ser- 
pent bit him. Shall not the day of Jehovah be darkness, and not 
light ? even very dark, and no brightness in it ? I hate, I despise 
your feasts, and I will take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
Yea, though ye offer me your burnt-offerings and meal-offer' 
ings, I will not accept them; neither will I regard the peace- 
offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou away from me the noise 
of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols. But let 
justice roll down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty 
stream. 

Lid ye bring unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilder- 
ness forty years, O house of Israel ? Yea, ye have borne the 
tabernacle of your king and the shrine of your images, the star 
of your god, which ye made to yourselves. Therefore will I cause 
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I you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saitli Jehovah, 

I whose name is the God of hosts, 

* Questions. — What is the substance of the teaching of 

^ Amos? — Whom does he denounce? — For whom does he 

, demand justice? 


I LESSON XX 

AMOS THE PROPHET AND AMAZIAH THE PRIEST 

I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son; hut I 
^ ') %vas a herdsman and a dresser of sijcamoredrees. (Amos 

i ? 7, .4) 



1 . At Beth-el, one of the royal sanctuaries, there was a 
high festival; the crowd was pressing round the temple; 
the golden calves and sacred symbols dazzled the eyes; 
the songs and sacred dances were like an intoxication to 
the people; incense rose from the altars. 

2. Into the midst of this pomp and splendour, wear- 
ing his shepherd’s dress, came the dark and forbidding 
figure of the prophet Amos, chanting his wail of death 
and destruction. The sounds of the sacred instruments 
died away; the priestly dances halted; the singers be- 
came mute. Tumult gave place to silence, and the crowd 
stood listening, breathless. 

3. The prophet announces that Yah well, God of Is- 
rael, is weary of sacrifices and ceremonies; that the an- 
ger of God will break forth; that destruction is upon 
them, for Yahweh will have justice. 
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4. Amaziali, the priest of the royal sanctuary, scan- 

dalized by such boldness, drives out the prophet of God, 
who has come thus to cast a cloud over the people’s joy. 

NOTE 

Beth-el (“ house of God ”) was one of the oldest sanc- 
tuaries in the land of Israel. According to tradition, 
Abraham halted there and raised an altar. It was at 
Beth-el that Jacob had his vision of angels ascending 
and descending on the ladder whose top reached to 
heaven. Under the judges, Beth-el was the religious cen- 
tre of the tribes of the north, and near it was the palm- 
tree under which Deborah judged Israel. From the time 
of the revolt, Beth-el took on a great importance; the 
worship of Yahweh was organized there on a grand 
scale, with golden calves as symbols of the divine power, 
and sacred pillars. At Beth-el the people assembled in 
crowds for the religious festivals, and to Beth-el Amos 
came to denounce the crimes of the false worshippers of 
Yahweh. When the kingdom of Israel was destroyed by 
the Assyrians, King Shalmaneser II laid violenthands 
on the sumptuous riches of the sanctuary, and took away 
with him the famous golden calves. Finally, Josiah de- 
stroyed what remained of the sanctuary at Beth-el, and 
defiled its altar. 

Beth-el (now called Beitin) is a four days’ journey 
north of Jerusalem, on the road to Nablus. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

1. The Scene at Beth-el, (Amos 7, 10-17.) 

Then Amaziah the priest of Beth-el sent to Jeroboam king of 
Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against thee in the midst of 



80 BIBLE HISTORY 

the house of Israel: the land is not able to bear all his words. 
For thus Ainos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and 
Israel shall surely be led away captive out of his land. Also 
Ajnaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thou away into 
the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and prophesy there: 
but prophesy not again any more at Beth-el; for it is the king’s 
sanctuary, and it is a royal house. 

Then answered xAmos, and said to Amaziah, I was no proph- 
et, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was a herdsman, and a 
dresser of sycamore-trees: and Jehovah took me from following 
the flock, and Jehovah said unto me. Go, prophes}'^ unto my 
people Israel. Now therefore hear thou the word of Jehovah: 
Thou sayest, Prophesy not against Israel, and drop not thy word 
against the house of Isaac; therefore thus saith Jehovah: Thy 
sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword, and thou thyself 
shalt die in a land that is unclean, and Israel shall surely be led 
away captive out of his land. 

2. Reproaches of Amos. (Amos 8, 1-8.) 

Thus the Lord Jehovah showed me: and, behold, a basket of 
summer fruit. And he said, Amos, what seest thou ? And I said, 
A basket of summer fruit. Then said Jehovah unto me, The 
end is come upon my people Israel; I will not again pass by 
them any more. And the songs of the temple shall be wailings 
in that day, saith the Lord Jehovah: the dead bodies shall be 
many; in every place shall they cast them forth with silence. 

Hear this, O ye that would swallow' up the needy, and cause 
the poor of the land to fail, saying, When wall the new moon be 
gone, that we may sell grain ? and the sabbath, that w'e may set 
forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and 
dealing falsely with balances of deceit; that W'e may buy the 
poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes, and sell the 
refuse of the wheat ? Jehovah hath sworn by the excellency of 
Jacob, Surely I w-'ill never forget any of their w’-orks. Shall not 
the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dw^elleth 
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therein ? yea, it shall rise up wholly like the River; and it shall 
be troubled and sink again, like the River of Egypt. 

Questions. TV hat ccitised the conflict between the 
'pro'phet and the 'priest? TV hat do you know about Beth^ 
el? did Amos announce? — TV hat did the nriest 
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4. When the evil reaches its climax, when the cup is 
overflowing, Judah, the prophet says, will be destroyed, 
like Samaria. But a remnant shall be left, out of which, 
like a vigorous shoot, shall arise the elect, the chosen 
people; and the kingdom of God shall come, under the 
government of an ideal Prince, who shall be filled with 
the spirit of Yahw^eh. 


The threats of Amos had been realized. The kingdom 
of Israel, undermined by luxury and anarchy, was at- 
tacked, in the first place, by the Assyrian monarch 
Tiglath-Pileser III, from whom the king of Israel pur- 
chased peace with a money indemnity. In the reign of 
Shalmeneser IV, successor of Tiglath-Pileser, Hoshea, 
the last king of Israel, tried to shake off the yoke of his 
suzerain. At this, Shalmeneser besieged Samaria, the 
capital of the kingdom of Israel. The siege went on for 
three years, then, reduced to the last extremity, the city 
surrendered to Sargon, the successor of Shalmeneser, 
who, in 722 b.c. became master of Samaria, and led 
all the chief men of the Israelites into captivity. In 
Samaria he replaced these Israelites by natives of 
other countries, who intermarried with the miserable 
remnant of Israel that was left behind. This mixed 
population, with a strange and incongruous worship, 
though nominally that of the Israelites, was to form 
the Samaritan nation, which even in our own time, 
in the vicinity of Nablus, has a small number of rep- 
resentatives, jealously guarding a very old scroll of 
the Law. 




THE CALL OF ISAIAH 


83 


BIBLE PASSAGES 

1 . The Call of Isaiah. (Isaiah 6, 1-7.) 

In tlie year that king Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon 
a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled tlie temple. 
Above him stood the seraphim*: each one had six wings; with 
twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, 
and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and 
said. Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovali of hosts: the whole eartli is 
full of his glory. And the foundations of the thresholds shook at 
the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 
Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and 1 dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips: for mine eyes have seen the Eng Jehovah of hosts. 

Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a live coal in 
his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: 
and he touched my mouth with it, and said. Lo, this hath 
touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin 
forgiven. 


2. Reproaches. (Isaiah 1, 10-20.) 

Hear the word of Jehovah, ye rulers of Sodom ; give ear unto 
the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. What unto me is 
the multitude of your sacrifices? saith Jehovah: I have had 
enough of the burnt-offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; 
and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he- 
goats. When ye come to appear before me, who hath required 
this at your hand, to trample my courts ? Bring no more vain 
oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; new moon f and 
sabbatli, the calling of assemblies — I cannot away with ini- 
quity and the solemn meeting. Your new moons and your ap- 
pointed feasts my soul hateth; they area trouble unto me; I 
am weary of bearing them. And when ye spread forth yoiir 


"'’"f * “f",''®; T’.'®''' is purely symbolic. 

Thcj are the ministers oi the invisible sanctuary. 

t The appearance of the new moon was celebrated by a sacrifice. 
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hands, I wili hide mine eyes fi. m you; yea, when ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear; your hands are full of blood. 
Wash you, make you clean; put away the evils of your doings 
from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek 
justice, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for 
the widow. 

Come now and let us reason together, saith Jehovah; 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be 
willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: but if ye 
refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword; for the 
mouth of Jehovah hath spoken it. 

3, Promises, (Isaiah -J, 2-4.) 

And it shall come to pass in the latter days, that the moun- 
tain of Jehovah’s house shall be established on the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations 
shall flow unto it. And many peoples shall go and say, Come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the 
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of Jehovah from Jerusalem. And he will judge between 
the nations, and will decide concerning many peoples; and they 
shall beat their swords into plow’^shares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

Questions. — JVhat prophet arose in the Jdngdom of 
Judah ? — Tell about Isaiah's vision, — IVhat was the 
moral condition of J udah? — Were the whole people to he 
destroyed? 


LESSON XXII 


ISAIAH AND AHAZ: IMMANUEL 
(About 736 B.c.) 

Tahe heed, and he quiet; fear not, neither he faint- 
hearted. (Isaiah 7, 4.) 

1. In these days Ahaz, King of Judah, is troubled 
in heart. Reziii, King of Syria, and Pekah, son of Re- 
maliah,King of Israel, have united to make war against 
him. 

With his officers, Ahaz goes to inspect the works of 
Jerusalem, and at the aqueduct the prophet Isaiah, ac- 
companied by his son, presents himself before the king, 
and reproaches him for his lack of confidence in Him 
who has always saved Israel from the hand of her 
oppressors. 

3. He tells the king that there is nothing to fear, and 
as a sign of the promised deliverance, says a child shall 
be born, whose name shall be called Immanuel (God 
with us); and before this child is old enough to distin- 
guish good from evil, the country of the king’s enemies 
will be laid waste. 


1. Urged on by public opinion, Pekah, king of Israel, 
made an alliance with Rezin, of Damascus, with the 
purpose of forming a league against Assyria, and oppos- 
ing the warlike tendencies of that all-powerful empire. 
The two kings thought they could force Ahaz — who 
S5 
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had just mounted the throne of Judah — to join the 
coalition. Great preparations were made to invade the 
kingdom of Judah, and the allied forces were under 
arms; hence the terror of Ahaz. In spite of the counsels 
of Isaiah, Ahaz called Tiglath-Pileser to his aid. The 
Assyrian monarch started afield, captured Gaza (734), 
as well as a goodly number of other cities, and imposed a 
heavy tribute upon Israel. At this point, Pekah w-as as- 
sassinated by Hoshea, son of Elah, who submitted to the 
Assyrians. It was during his reign (722) that Samaria 
was taken by the king of Assyria. 

2. Immanuel. Wishing to give confidence to King 
Ahaz, Isaiah assures him of the faithfulness of Yahweh, 
lie shows him that in the short space of time between 
the birth of a child and the moment when he can as yet 
hardly discern good from evil, the God of Israel, by his 
might, will bring to naught the projects of the enemies 
of Judah. Why call to his aid the king of Assyria, who 
asks nothing better than to get a foothold in Israel? 
God until us — that alliance suffices alone, 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

Ahaz at the Conduit. (Isaiah 7, 1-16.) 

And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, 
the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, 
and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Je- 
rusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it. And 
it was told the house of David, saying Syria is confederate with 
Ephraim. And his heart trembled, and the heart of his people, 
as the trees of the forest tremble wdth the wind. 

Then said Jehovah unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, 
thou, and Shear-jashub * thy son, at the end of the conduit of 

* Shear-jashub means the remnant shall be converted. 
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the upper pool, in the highway of the fuller’s field; and say unto 
him Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither let thy heart be 
faint, because of these two tails of smoking firebrands, for the 
fierce anger of Rezin and Syria, and of the son of Remaliah. 
Because Syiia, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have pur- 
posed evil against thee, saving, Let us go up against Judah, and 
vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set up a 
king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeel; thus saith the 
Lord Jehovah, It shall not stand, neitlier shall it come to pass. 
For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus 
is Rezin; and within threescore and five years shall Ephraim 
be broken in pieces, so that it shall not be a people: and the 
head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is 
Remaliah’s son. If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be 
established. 

And Jehovah spake again unto Ahaz, saying. Ask thee a sign 
of Jehovah thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height 
above. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt 
Jehovah. And he said, Hear yc now, O house of David; Is it a 
small thing for you to weary men, that ye will weary my God 
also ? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: behold a 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call liis name 
Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, wdien he knoweth to 
refuse the evil, and choose the good. For before the child shall 
know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land whose 
two kings thou abliorrest shall be forsaken. 

Questions. — What did Ahaz fear? — What was the 
object of the alliance of Fehah and Rezin? — What did 
Isaiah advise? — Did Ahaz listen to him ? — What sign 
did Isaiah give Ahaz? — What was the memimg of it? 
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ISAIAH AND HEZEKIAH; THE SECOND REFORMATION 

(727 B.C.) 

As birds hovering, so will Jehovah of hosts protect J erii- 
Salem; he will protect and deliver it; he will pass over 
and preserve it. (Isaiah 31, 5.) 

1. At the death of King Ahaz, his son Hezekiah suc- 
ceeded him» The young king seems to have determined 
to be obedient to the will of Yah well ; at all events, he 
gave ear to the advice of Isaiah, who had in vain tried to 
inspire confidence in his father. 

2. Hezekiah did what was right in the eyes of Yah- 
weh, and the chroniclers of the kings of Judah compare 
his fidelity to that of glorious King David, the man after 
God’s own heart. 

3. Filled with the spirit of the prophets, he undertook 
a radical reform of customs and worship. In their 
preaching, the prophets had never ceased to insist upon 
the vanity and the danger of worship in the high places, 
with their golden calves and sacred pillars. Flezekiah re- 
solved to destroy these centres of idolatry, and have the 
precepts of the law of God observed. 

4. But he was not to succeed in his enterprise; for, a 
hundred years later, another king, more energetic than 
he, undertakes the same reforms; and this later king, 
Josiah, was, for a time at least, more fortunate than tlie 
son of Ahaz. 
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NOTE 

The Reform of Hezekiah had no permanent influence 
upon the people, and perhaps the too great zeal of the 
king was the cause of the reaction under Manasseh. 
Any national reform that does not come from a trans- 
formed popular conscience, cannot fail to miss its mark, 
never bears good fruit. Isaiah wanted something else 
than a change of customs and worship by legislative 
means; what he wanted was a change of heart, a veri- 
table conversion. The king, full of pleasant dreams, had 
deceived himself with the idea that a decree could change 
everything, and that good laws would take the place of 
good intentions. But it is not good laws that make good 
li\dng, but good living that gives rise to good laws. 

In times of crisis, when the bold preaching of the proph- 
ets attacked religious formalism and sought to spirit- 
ualize worship, while the priests tried as strenuously to 
formalize and legalize it, the people, bandied back and 
forth for a time by the two opposing currents, in the end 
followed the line of least resistance, and gave heed to the 
priest, who reassured them, rather than to the prophet, 
who disturbed. And yet, as it always does, salvation 
depended upon those who troubled men’s consciences; 
but the voices of these disturbers were not obeyed. 
Had the reform of Hezekiah been made in the spirit of 
profound conversion, at once individual and national, the 
catastrophes then threatening would not have fallen up- 
on the exhausted and misguided nation. What a lesson! 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

Kings 18, 1-8.) 

Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah 
king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah be- 
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gan to reign. Twenty and five years old was lie when he began to 
reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem: and 
his mother’s name was Abi the daughter of Zechariah. And he 
did that which was right in the eyes of Jehovah, according to all 
that David his father had done. He removed the high places, 
and brake the pillars, and cut down the Asherah: and he brake 
in pieces the brazen serpent that Moses had made; for unto 
those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it; and he 
called it Nehushtan. He trusted in Jehovah, the God of Israel; 
so that after him was none like him among all the kings of 
Judah, nor among them that were before him. For he clave to 
Jehovah; he departed not from following him, but kept his 


LESSON XXIV 


MICAH THE MORASTHITE 

Woe to them that devise iniquity, (Micah 2, 1.) 

1. By the side of Isaiah, in this time of crisis, and ani- 
mated by the same spirit, stands Micah the Morasthite. 

S. He is as frank as Isaiah to tell the people of their 
sins, and like Isaiah he foretells the destruction of both 
Israel and Judah. 
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3. Around these prophets, there is a faithful little 
group of men who listen to their words, and wish to put 
them into practice. 

4. They are to form that little congregation of believ- 
ers, that nucleus of the pure in heart, wlio, hoping 
against hope, will pass through the hardships of the 
exile, and will return to Palestine, piously bearing with 
them the religious literature of Israel, which tliey are 
preserving for future ages. 

NOTE 

There was always a small minority of God-fearing 
men in Israel, who were faithful to the teachings of the 
prophets. Already Elijah the Tishbite had complained 
of standing alone in his revolt against the degrading Baal 
worship; but God speedily showed him that there were 
many hundreds in Israel who had not bowed the knee 
before that false divinity. Just so Isaiah and Micah hnd 
about them upright men to uphold them and preserve 
their teaching; these men are the leaven that later shall 
leaven all the lump; these are they who, under Josiah, 
will try to save Judah through reform and conversion. 
They will try, but alas! — 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Micah 3, 5-8.) 

Thus saith Jehovah concerning the prophets that make my 
people to err; that bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace; and 
whoso piitteth not into their mouths, they even prepare war 
against him: Therefore it shall be night unto you, that ye shall 
have no vision; and it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not 
divine; and the sun shall go down upon the prophets, and the 
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day shall be black over them. And tlie seers shall be put to 
shame, and the diviners confounded; yea, they shall all cover 
tiieir lips; for tliere is no answer of God. But as for me, I am 
full of power by the Spirit of Jehovah, and of judgment, and of 
might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel 
his sin. 

(Micah 2, 1-6.) 

Woe to them that devise iniquity and work evil upon their 
beds ! when the morning is light, they practise it, because it is in 
the power of their hand. And tliey covet fields, and seize them ; 
and houses, and take them away: and they oppress a man and 
his house, even a man and his heritage. Therefore thus saith Je- 
hovah: Behold, against this family do I devise an evil, from 
which ye shall not remove your necks, neither shall ye walk 
haughtily; for it is an evil time. In that day shall they take up a 
parable against you, and lament with a doleful lamentation, 
and say, W'e are utterly ruined: he changeth the portion of 
my people: how doth he remove it from me! to the rebellious he 
divideth our fields. Therefore thou shalt have none that shall 
cast the line by lot in the assembly of Jehovah. 

Questions. — What proj^het arises by the side of Isa- 
iah? — What is his mission? — Do the prophets stand 
alone? 


J.ESSON XXV 

ISAIAH AND THE TRUE WORSHIP OF YAHWEH 

Jehovah is a God of justice: blessed are all they that 
tvait for km. (Isaiah 30, 18.) 

1. In the book of Isaiah, we find again, set forth su- 
perbly, written in strokes of flame, the same controlling 
ideas that moved x^mos. On account of the splendour of 
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ISAIAH AND THE TRUE WORSHIP OF YAHWEH 

Ms style, Isaiah has been called the prince of the 
prophets. 

2 , He preaches without respite, that Yahweh re- 
quires just judgment, and he addresses himself chiefly to 
the higher class of his people. He shows them how to dis- 
cern the signs of the times, and points out with marvel- 
lous and unerring clearness the judgment of God that 
will fall upon the people unless they turn from their evil 


3. He preaches repentance and conversion; and in 
spite of everything, in spite of all the checks to his en- 
thusiasm, he believes in the future of the chosen people, 
in their final success. He sees a vision of DaMd’s race 
on the throne of glory. 

4. His preaching had more effect than the attempted 
reforms of Hezekiah. Judah was preserved for a hun- 
dred years, and in this short space of time the teaching of 
the prophets made an impression that all the trials of 
the exile could not efface. 

NOTE 

The prophet’s idea is the transformation of the in- 
dividual for the sake of the nation. It is the nation that 
must be purified and washed from the sin that has de- 
filed it. But the collectivity can never be pardoned and 
enter into favour with God, until each of its members 
individually has confessed his sin, and set out to change 
his ways. It is the conversion of the individual that 
makes possible the salvation of the race. 
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BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Isaiah 5, 18-26.) 


Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of falsehood, 
and sin as it were with a cart rope; that say, Let him make 
speed, let him liasten his work, that we may see it; and let the 
counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we 
may know it! Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; 
liiat put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bit- 
ter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe unto them that are wise 
in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! Woe unto 
them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to min- 
gle strong drink; that justify the wdeked for a bribe, and take 
away the righteousness of the rigliteous from him ! 

Therefore as the tongue of fire devoureth the stubble, and as 
the dry grass sinketh dowm in the flame, so their root shall be as 
roUenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust; because they 
have rejected the law of Jehovah of hosts, and despised the 
word of the Holy One of Israel. Therefore is the anger of Jeho- 
vah kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his 
hand against them, and hath smitten them; and the mountains 
tremi)le, and their dead bodies are as refuse in the midst of the 
streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand 
is stretclied out still. 


(Isaiah 11, 1-10.) 

And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and 
a branch out of his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of Jeho- 
vah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understand- 
ing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
of the fear of Jehovah. And his delight shall be in the fear of Je- 
hovah; and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither 
dc<‘ide after the hearing of his ears; but with righteousness shall 
he judge the poor, and decide wdth equity for the meek of the 
earth; and he shall smite the eartliwith the rod of his mouth; 
and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And 
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righteousness siiail be the girdle of his waist, and faithfulness 
the girdle of liis loins. 

And the wolf shall dwell with the iamb, and tlie leopard shall 
lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatiing together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow 
and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down to- 
gether; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking 
ciiild shall play on the hole of tlie asp, and the weaned chihi 
shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the root of Jesse, 
that standeth for an ensign of the peoples, unto him shall the 
nations seek; and his resting-place shall be glorious. 

Questions, — What is Isaialt's idea of the religion 
■pleasing to Yahivehf — JVas not his aim the salvation of 
the nation? — But what did he demand first? — What 
was IsaiaJds hope? 


LESSON XXVI 


ISAIAH AND SENNACHERIB 
(701 B. c.) 

fVoe to thee that destroy est! . . . Jehovah^ he 
gracious unto us, (Isaiah 38, 1, 2.) 

1. Sargon was dead, and Sennacherib had succeeded 
him on the throne of Assyria. Hezekiah, in spite of the 
warnings of Isaiah, believed that he could shake oft* the 
yoke of that powerful empire, and he made an alliance 
with Egypt against Assyria. 
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%. Isaiah, full of confidence in Yahweh, reproaches 
King Hezekiah with his weakness and credulity. Of 
what use can the Egyptian alliance be to him ? It will 
only bring evils and woes upon him; he should put his 
trust in God alone. 

3. Sennacherib invades Palestine, with all his forces, 
and when he has taken other w^alied cities, he lays siege 
to Jerusalem. Unable to defend it, Hezekiah and liis 
people can only tremble before the enemy’s insults and 
threats. But Isaiah, who alone is not dismayed, reas- 
sures both the king and the people. The Assyrians, he 
says, shall not harm Jerusalem, for Yahweh will protect it. 

4. Hezekiah at last gives heed to the prophet’s words, 
and trusts God to deliver him. The Egyptians are over- 
come by the Assyrians; but lo! a pestilence smites the 
army of Sennacherib, and he makes a disorderly flight 
into his own country, where later he is assassinated. 

NOTES 

1. This deliverance of Jerusalem and its king, re- 
counted as a miracle in the book of % Kings, and in the 
narrative portion of Isaiah, is attested by Herodotus’s 
account of the annihilation of the Assyrian army at 
Pelusium. He says that during the night, mice gnawed 
away ail the leather parts of their weapons, and their 
bowstrings, and so the Assyrians were left at the 
mercy of the Egyptians. Among these latter, mice are 
the symbol of pestilence, so if we compare the legend re- 
counted by Herodotus with the story gathered by the 
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Bible writers, we can but conclude that this providential 
deliverance was a violent typhus, that ravaged the Assy- 
rian camp. Here is Herodotus’s account: — ‘‘The night 
they arrived, field-mice overran their camp, which 
gnawed their quivers and bows and the leather bands ol 
their shields, so that on the morrow they found them- 
selves without arms, and were forced to take flight, dur- 
ing which many fell.” 

2. In the Assyrian chronicles w^e find the following ac« 
count of the assassination of Sennacherib, w^hich is alse 
mentioned in the Bible: 

“The 20th of Tebet, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, 
was killed by his sons, who had revolted. Twenty-three 
years Sennacherib reigned in Assyria. From the 20th of 
Tebet to the 2d of Adar, the revolt disturbed Assyria. 
The 18th of Sivan, his son Esarhaddon mounted the 
throne of Assyria.” 


/T • T f>ii 1 4 \ BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Isaiah 31, 1-4.) 

Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help, and rely on 
horses and trust in chariots because they are many, and in 
horsemen because they are very strong, but they look not unto 
the Holy One of Israel, neither seek Jehovah! Yet he also is 
wise, and will bring evil, and will not call back his words, but 
will arise against the house of the evil-doers, and against the 
help of them that work iniquity. Now tlie Egyptians are men, 
and not God, and their horses flesh, and not spirit; and when 
Jehovah shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall 
stumble, and he that is helped shall fall, and they all shall be 
consumed together. 

(Isaiah 37, 1-7.) 

And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he 
rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went 
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into the house of Jehovah. And he sent Eliakini, who was over 
the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the eldersof thepriests, 
covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Anioz. 
And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a 
day of trouble,and of rebuke, and of contumely; for the children 
are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth. 
It may be Jehovah thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, 
whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to defy the living 
God, and will rebulce the words which Jehovah thy God hath 
heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left. 

So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. And Isaiah 
said unto them. Thus shall ye say to your master, Thus saith 
Jehovah, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, 
wlierewith the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphem- 
ed me. Behold I will put a spirit in him, and he shall hear tid- 
ings, and shall return unto his own land; and I will cause him 
to fall by the swmrd in his own land. 

(Isaiah 87, 33-38.) 

Therefore thus saith Jehovah concerning the king of Assyria, 
He shall not come unto this city, nor shoot an arrow there, 
neither shall he come before it with shield, nor aist up a mound 
against it. By the way that he came, by the same shall he re- 
turn, and he shall not come unto this city, saith Jehovah. For I 
will defend this city to save it, for mine own sake, and for my 
servant David’s sake. 

And the angel of Jehovah went forth, and smote in the camp 
ot the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand; 
and when men arouse early in the morning, behold, these were 
all dead bodies. So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and 
went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it came to pass, 
as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Ad- 
rammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; 
and they escaped into the land of Ararat, And Esarhaddon his 
son reigned in his stead. 
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Questions. — PFAai did Hezekiah do ajter the death 
of^ Sargon? — What was Isaiah’s advice? — Did Heze- 
kiah folloiu it? — What did Isaiah think of the Egyptian 
alliawe? —What came of it?— What happened to 

Sennacherih? 


LESSON xxvri ' 

KING JOSIAH 
( 640-609 B.c.) 

The day of Jehovah is at hand. (Zephaniah 1, 7.) 

1. Xing Josiah was eight years old when he came to 
the throne of Judah. The long reign of Manasseh had 
left the most unhappy memories behind, and Amon, his 
son, who followed him, had not turned away from the 
wicked practices of his father. 

2. Manasseh had persecuted those who wished to re- 
main faithful to the worship of their fathers, and had 
shed innocent blood till the streets of Jerusalem ran 
with it. 

3. According to the prophets Zephaniah and Jere- 
miah, the moral condition of the people was very low; 
the impiety of the kings seems to have spread to them. 
In the face of triumphant wrong, men began to ask each 
other if Yahweh were still the living God or if he had 
failed his people. Jerusalem, with its crimes and its 
pride, was ripe for chastisement. 

4. What would the young king do ? Would he live like 
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Manasseli and die like Anion, assassinated by malcon- 
tents ? Grave events and rumours of war were to decide 





the king’s course. 

NOTE 

No sooner had Josiah ascended the throne, than 
threatening rumours of war and revolution made their 
way even to him. The last forty years of the seventh cen- 
tury E.c. were full of revolts and international disturb- 
ance. The power of Assyria continued to decline. At the 
end of the reign of Assurbanipal, Assyria was engaged in 
a terrific duel with Babylonia, and Elam also was mak- 
ing ready to cut off in her pride that haughty destroyer 
of peoples, sumptuous Nineveh. But a yet more terrify- 
ing enemy was pouring down from the table-lands of 
the Caucasus. 

Hordes of Scythians, barbarians like the Huns and 
Mongols, were swarming over Media, and thence in- 
vading Asia Minor. After ravaging IMesopotamia, they 
rushed like a wild torrent toward Palestine, pillaging the 
rich cities of the coast, and penetrating even to the fron- 
tier of Egypt. 

2. In these hordes of barbarians, the prophets saw the 
scourge of God, the instruments of his wrath against the 
im{)iety of the kings and people of Judah, and through 
the fear aroused by the approach of these troops of 
savage horsemen, they found the means of awakening 
the popular conscience. The wmrld of Palestine w^as 
deeply moved, so deeply that it suffices to explain the 
radical change we are about to wdtness. Add to this salu- 
tary fear and the self-scrutiny and poignant remorse it 
occasioned, the discovery of a sacred book containing 






KING JOSIAH 


101 


terrible threats against scorners of the Law and of Yah- 
weh, and you have all the elements of the Great Re- 
formation of King Josiah. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

The Prophet Zephaniah Announces the Destruction io 
Come, (Zephaniah 1, 1-18.) 

The word of Jehovah which came unto Zephaniah the son of 
Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Heze- 
kiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Ainon, king of Judah. 

I will utterly consume all things from off the face of the 
ground, saith Jehovah. I will consume man and beast; I will 
consume the birds of the heavens, and the fishes of the sea, and 
the stumblingblocks with the wicked; and I will cut off man 
from off the face of the ground, saith Jehovah, And I will 
stretch out my hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this 
place, and the name of the Chemarim wdth the priests; and 
them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and 
them that worship, that swear to Jehovah and swear by Mal- 
cam; and them that are turned back from following Jehovah; 
and those that have not sought Jehovah, nor inquired after him. 

Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord Jehovah; for the 
day of Jehovah is at hand; for Jehovah hath prepared a sacri- 
fice, lie hath consecrated his guests. And it shall come to pass in 
the day of Jehovah’s sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and 
the king’s sons, and all such as are clothed with foreign apparel. 
And in that day I will punish all those that leap over the 
threshold, that fill their master’s house with violence and de- 
ceit. And in that day, saith Jehovah, there shall be the noise of a 
cry from the fish gate, and a wailing from the second quarter, 
and a great crashing from the hills. Wail, ye inhabitants of 
Maktesh; * for all the people of Canaan are undone; all they 

* Maktesh, a word signifying mortar. It is thought to refer here 
to a particular quarter in Jerusalem or to one of its suburbs. 
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that were hiden wath silver are cut off. And it shall come to pass 
at that timet that I will search Jerusalem with lamps; and I will 
puiiish the men that are settled on their lees, that say in their 
heart, Jehovah will not do good, neither will he do evil, xiiid 
their wealth shall become a s[X)il, and their houses a desolation: 
yea, they shall build houses, but shall not inliabit them, and 
they sliall plant vineyards, but shall not drink the wine thereof. 

The great day of Jehovah is near, it is near and hastetli 
greatly, eveu the voice of the day of Jehovah; the iniglitj’' man 
crieth there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble 
and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of dark- 
ness and gloominess, a day of clouds and tliick darkness, a dcxy 
of tlie trumpet and alarm, against the fortified cities, and against 
the high battlements. And I will bring distress upon men, that 
they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned 
against Jehovah; and their blood shall be poured out as dust, 
arid their flesh as dung. Neither their silver nor their gold shall 
be able to deliver them in the day of Jehovah’s wrath; but the 
wliole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he 
will make an end, yea, a terrible end, of all them that dwell in 
the land. 

Questions. — Whoin did King Josiah succeed? — 
What had M anasseh and Amon done? — What was hap- 
pening in the world in general? — 0/ what were the peo- 
ple in Jerusalem afraid? 


LESSON xxvni ■ 

DISCOVERY OP THE LAW 


Thou shall love Jehovah thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. (Deuteron- 
omy 6, 5.) 

1. In the eighteenth year of his reign, Josiah sent his 
scribe Shaphan to the temple, about a matter of money 
which had been collected for repairing it. While Shap- 
lian was there, Hilkiah the high priest gave him a book, 
which had been found in the repairing of the temple. 

2. This book was the nucleus of Deuteronomy as we 
now have it. It was a summing up, perhaps by priests, of 
all the teachings of the prophets, from the days of Moses 
even to the solemn days of crisis through which Judah 
was now passing. It did not confine itself to ritual laws, 
rules and precepts; it gave a large place to social and 
humanitarian laws. It announced that the religion most 
pleasing to Yahwed was that of humility, obedience and 
faithfulness; it required justice for all men. 

4. The book contained terrible threats against the 
violators of its law. So Josiah, already troubled in 
mind by the events of which we have spoken, makes a 
resolution, before God, to reform his people and lead 
them back into the way of Yahweh. 


This discovery of a nook of the Law, is of the greatest 
importance, since now for the first time in Israel, we 
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come upon a book set apart as the word of God. Whence 
did the book come ? It is difficult enough to discover its 
origin. It could not have been written before the time of 
King Hezekiah, for in that event, so pious a king and his 
prophet Isaiah son of Amoz, could not have failed to ex- 
act the strict application of its laws. Another reason for 
supposing that it could not have antedated Isaiah, is 
that no man of God before his time had needed all the 
ritual instructions it contains. Moreover, one of its chief 
characteristics is its attempt to infuse a higher morality 
into religious ceremonies and practices, and to establish 
among men relations of justice and humanity. These are 
the preoccupations of prophets, and we do not fear to 
mistake in affirming that in some group of pious men, 
still under the inspiration of Moses, this book of the law 
had been compiled, in the hope that a day would come 
when the social condition of the people of J udah would 
admit of such a life as it enjoins. Very likely this bock of 
the law was written under Manasseh, by disciples of 
the prophets, or perhaps by priests, who hoped thus to 
show that the word of God as announced by the prophets 
might be put into practice. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

(2 Kings 22, 11-SO.) 

And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of 
the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. And the king com- 
manded Hilkiah the priest, and Aliikam the son of Shaphan, 
and Achbor the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and 
Asaiah the king’s servant, saying, Go ye, inquire of Jehovah for 
me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words 
of this book that is found ; for great is the wrath of Jehovah that 
is kindled against us, because our fathers have not hearkened 
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unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that which 
is written concerning us. 

So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikain, and Achbor, and Sha- 
phan, and Asaiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife 
of Sliallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the 
wardrobe (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the second quarter); 
and they communed with her. And she said unto them, Thus 
saitli Jehovah, the God of Israel: Tell ye the man that sent you 
unto me, Thus saith Jehovah, Behold, I will bring evil upon 
this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the words 
of the book which the king of Judah hath read. Because they 
have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, 
that they might provoke me to anger with all the work of their 
hands, therefore my wrath shall be kindled against this place, 
and it shall not be quenched. But unto the king of Judah, who 
sent you to inquire of Jehovah, thus shall ye say to him. Thus 
saith Jehovah, the God of Israel: As touching the words which 
thou hast heard, because thy heart was tender, and thou didst 
humble thyself before Jehovah, when thou heardest what I 
spake against this place, and against the inliabitants thereof, 
that they should become a desolation and a curse, and hast rent 
thy clothes, and wept before me; I also have heard thee, saith 
Jehovah. Therefore, behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, 
and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall 
thine eyes see all the evih winch I will bring upon this place. And 
they brought the king word again. 

Questions. — What caused the reforms under Josiah? 
What was this hook that was discovered in the temple? 
Where did it come from? — When was it written? — JVhat 
did it contain? 
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covenant before Jehovah, to walk after Jehovah, and to keep 
his commandments, and his testimonies, and his statutes, ’w ith 
all his heart, and all his soul, to confirm the words of this cove- 
nant that were written in this book: and all the people stood to 
the covenant. And all the houses also of the high places that 
were in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Irsael had 
made to provoke Jehovah to anger, Josiah took away, and did 
to them according to all the acts that he had done in Beth-ei. 
And he slew all the priests of the high places that were there, 
upon the altars, and burned men’s bones upon them; and he re- 
turned to Jerusalem. 

And the king commanded all the people, saying, Keep the 
passover unto Jehovah your God, as it is written in this book of 
the covenant. Surely there was not kept such a passover from 
the days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in all the days of 
the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judali; but in the eigh- 
teenth year of king Josiah was this passover kept to Jehovah 
in Jerusalem. 

And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned 
to Jehovah with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all 
his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him 
arose there any like him. 

Questions. — What did King Josiah do after listen- 
ing to the reading of the hook? — What commands did he 
give the people? — Did the people heed his words? — Ilotv 
did Josiah pid the teachings of the hook into practice? 
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LESSON XXX 

JEREMIAH OF ANATHOTH 

Jeremiah^ what seest thou? I see a rod of an almond- 
tree. (Jeremiali 1, 11.) 

1. iind yet, this glorious Reformation did not have the 
results that might have been hoped for. The outward 
signs of the people’s apostacy had indeed disappeared; 
but men’s hearts cannot be changed, or even roused, at 
a king’s command, however good may be his purpose, 
and Josiah’s attempt was only a new proof of the fact. 

2. The prophet Jeremiah, that man of sternness and 
tenderness combined, the valiant servant of Yahweh, 
the preacher of the religion of the heart, saw clearly that 
the people’s enthusiasm would die out and that though 
the Temple had been purified, the nation’s heart had 
not been changed. 

3. The people themselves were easily satisfied; they 
imagined that the temple would protect them against all 
national disaster, and, deceived by this false belief, they 
continued to live in sin and to practise injustice. 

4. Jeremiah, full of grief, protested against such 
ways. He besought the people to turn from their sins, 
change their lives, consider seriously the oath they had 
made to serve Yahweh, the living God. 

NOTE 

Grievous ivas the destiny of Jeremiah, the tenderest 
and most sympathetic of men, forced by God’s will, as it 
109 
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was revealed to his honest conscience, to be the censor of 
his brothers, of prophets, priests and kings! he, whose 
desire was for the religion of the heart, the man of 
prayer and meditation, to be compelled by the tragic 
circumstances through w^hich his nation was passing, to 
throw himself into the melee, and to foretell the most 
direful misfortunes — the downfall of the nation and 
the loss of liberty! he, the ardent patriot, who loved 
passionately his country and his people, to be accused of 
treason and to become the most unpopular man of his 
time! Always at the front, never any repose, hgliting to 
the last day, the last ditch! In the face of the blindness 
of kings, prophets, priests and people, he has a very dis- 
tinct vision of the needs of the hour; he sees the ap- 
proaching ruin; he sees the Babylonian empire growing 
into a tremendous power; he sees the folly of Judah’s 
rulers, who counsel war against this giant, in alliance 
wnlh treacherous Egypt. And now his prophecies begin 
to be realized; the hordes of Babylonia dravr near, en- 
camp about the city, raze it to the ground. The heel of 
Babylon is on Judah’s neck, and Judah is led away 
captive, to rejoin those of her brothers who, a hundred 
years earlier, had been reduced to slavery after the over- 
throw of Samaria. Israel and Judah are wiped out of 
existence. 

Left behind at Jerusalem, wdth the miserable remnant 
of his race, Jeremiah, according to the tradition, was 
finally earned into Eg}’pt, after a rebellion of this rem- 
nant against their Babylonian governor, and there 
stoned to death by his own people. 

Jeremiah was born of a priestly family, in the little 
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town of Anatliotli, an hour s journey north of Jerusa- 
lem. It was in the thirteenth year of the reign of King 
Josiah that he was called of God. He was born in the 
reign of Manasseh, and grew up during this king s 
persecu tions of the servants of Yahweh. It is not known 
w^hat part Jeremiah took in the Reformation of Josiah, 
but up to the time of Josiah ’s death, he had been able to 
announce his message without arousing too much opposi- 
tion. However, from the moment of Josiah ’s tragic dis- 
appearance from the scene of the world’s affairs, Jere- 
miah’s life was nothing but a series of self-sacrifices and 
tribulations. Jeremiah was one of the greatest among the 
servants of God, and one of the most remarkable men 
in the history of humanity. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

1. The call of Jeremiah. (Jeremiah 1, 1-12.) 

The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiali, of the priests that 
were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: to whom the word 
of Jehovah came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king 
of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. It came also in the 
days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, unto the 
end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth 
month. 

Now the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, I have ap- 
pointed thee a prophet unto the nations. Then said I, All, Lord 
Jehovah! behold, I know not how to speak; for I am a child. 
But Jehovah said unto me, Say not, I am a child; for to whom- 
soever I shall send thee thou shalt go, and whatsoever I shall 
command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid because of them; 
for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith Jehovah. Then Jehovah 
put forth his hand, and touched my mouth; and Jehovah said 
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unto me. Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth : see, I have 
this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to 
pluck up and to break down and to destroy and to overthrow, to 
build and to plant. 

Moreover the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, Jere- 
, miah, what seest thou ? And I said, I see a rod of an almond- 

, tree.* Then said Jehovah unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I 

s watch over my word to perform it. 


2. The Frophefs Complamts. (Jeremiah 20, 7-11.) 

[ O Jehovah thou hast persuaded me, and I was persuaded; 

i thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed: I am become a 

laughing-stock all the day, every one mocketh me. For as often 
as I speak, I cry out; I cry, Violence and destruction! because 
the word of Jehovah is made a repi’oach unto me, and a deri- 
I,: sion, all the day. And if I say, I will not make mention of him, 

\ nor speak any more in his name, then there is in my heart as it 

were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with 
I forbearing, and I cannot contain. For I have heard the defam- 

ing of many, terror on every side. Denounce, and we will de- 
nounce hhn, say all my familiar friends, they that watch for my 
* fall; perad venture he will be persuaded, and we shall prevail 

against him, and we shall take our revenge on him. But Jeho- 
\n,h is with me as a mighty one and a terrible. 

J (Jeremiah 15, 15-18.) 

O Jehovah, thou knowest; remember me and visit me, and 
: avt^nge me of my persecutors ; take me not away in thy long- 

, suffering : know that for thy sake I have suffered reproach . Thy 

words were found, and I did eat them; and thy words were unto 
me a joy and the rejoicing of niy heart: for l am called by thy 
name, O Jehovah, God of hosts. I sat not in the assembly of 

* Symbol of vijfilancc and activity. In the midst of the sleep of 
? winter, the almond-tree begins to stir with life, and bursts into 

7 bloom. The Hebrew name for the almond comes from a verbal root 

meaning to watch. 
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them that make merry, nor rejoiced; I sat alone because of thy 
hand; for thou hast filled me with indignation. Why is my pain 
perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuseth to be 
healed ? wilt thou indeed be unto me as a deceitful hrodc^ as 
waters that fail } 

3. Religion of the Head. (Jeremiah 31, 31-34.) 

Behold the days are come, saith Jehovah, that I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah: not according to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, al- 
though I was a husband unto them, saith Jehovah. But this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
■ those days, saith Jehovah: I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and in their hearts will I write it; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, 
Know Jehovah; for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them unto the greatest of them, saith Jehovah: for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and their sin will I remember no more. 

Questions. — Did the Reformation under Josiah 
have the results that might have been hoped for ? — Why 
did it not f — What prophet arose to reproach the people for 
their indi-^erence ? — How did the people come to look 
upon the Temple? 


LESSON XXXI 

JEREMIAH AT THE TEMPLE GATE 
(608 B.C.) 

Amend your ways and your doings. (Jeremiah 7, 3.) 

1. The prophecies of Jeremiah were about to be ful- 
filled. Josiah, led on perhaps by the false hopes of his 
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people, marched against Pliaroah-necoh, king of Egypt, 
who was going up against the king of Assyria ; and the 
Pliaroah slew him at Megiddo, “ when he had seen him.’’ 

2 . When the peo{)le of Jerusalem saw the troops re- 
turning with the dead body of their king, they were 
greatly moved. They seemed to see already the squad- 
rons of the enemy coming down upon them like a 
cloud of locusts. But the Temple — was it not always 
with them -—the refuge given by Yahweh! would it not 
protect the city against its cruel invaders ? 

3. In these hours of anguish and suspense, Jerusa- 
lem did not know what to expect. It had no leader. Je- 
hoahaz liad been put in bonds by Pharoah-nccoh, at Rib- 
lah, so that he might no longer rule in Jerusalem, and 
Eliakim, under the name of Jehoiakim, had been raised 
to the throne in his place. But these events happened 
far from Jerusalem, and in the city there was great 
terror. 

4. The people crowded into the court of the Temple, 
and at Yahweh’s command, Jeremiah came to the 
Temple gate, and in a courageous speech reminded the 
people that the Temple would not save them unless they 
turned from their evil ways. 

NOTE 

The Egjrptian King, Necoh II, the son of Psammeti- 
cus, asked only to pass on his way, without disturbing 
the king of Judah. He wanted to hasten in order to get 
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Us share of the spoils of Assyria. Josiah’s inopportune 
interference delayed him but a few weeks. It is probable 
that he assassinated Josiah, and that the army of Judah 
fled. Necoh continued his triumphal march across Syria, 
of which he easily made himself master. Success roused' 
his ambition, and he advanced in hope of new conquests. 
While the army was besieging Nineveh, a body of 
troops commanded by Nebuchadnezzar met the Egypt- 
ians, and defeated them before the famous city of 
Carchemish. The Pharaoh fled, pursued by the Chal- 
dean army; but Nebuchadnezzar, called back by news 
of his father s death, made a treaty with Necoh, by 
which Necoh renounced his rights to sovereignty over 
Palestine and all Syria. The king of Judah swore fidelity 
to the conquerors of Necoh. 

BIBLE P.iSS.\GE 

(Jeremiah 7, 1-11; 21-26.) 

The word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying. 
Stand in the gate of Jehovah’s house, and proclaim there his 
word, and say. Hear the word of Jehovah, all ye of Judah, that 
enter in at these gates to worship Jehovah. Thus saith Jehovah 
of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, 
and I will cause you to dwell in this place. Trust ye not in lying 
words, saying. The temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, 
the temple of Jehovah, are these. For if ye thoroughly amend 
your ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly execute justice 
between a man and his neighbour; if ye oppress not the so- 
journer, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent 
blood in this place, neither walk after other gods to your own 
hurt: then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that 
I gave to your fathers, from of old even for evermore. 

Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. Will ye 
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steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and 
burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods that ye have 
not known, and come and stand before me in this house, which 
is called by my name, and say, We are delivered; that ye may do 
all these abominations ? Is this house, which is called by my 
name, become a den of robbers in your eyes ? Behold, I, even I, 
have seen it, saith Jehovah. 

Thus saith Jehova;h of hosts, the God of Israel: Add your 
burnt-offerings imto your sacrifices, and eat ye flesh. For I 
spake not mito your fathers, nor commanded them in the day 
that I brought them out of the land of Egj^t, concerning burnt- 
offerings or sacrifices: but this thing I commanded them, saying 
Hearken unto my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be 
my people; and walk ye in all the way that I command you, that 
it may be well with you. But they hearkened not, nor inclined 
their ear, but walked in their own counsels mid in the stubborn- 
ness of their evil heart, and went backward and not forward. 
Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of 
Egypt unto this day, I have sent unto you all my servants the 
prophets, daily rising up early and sending them: yet they 
hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their ear, but made their 
neck stiff : they did worse than their fathers. 

Questions. — What 'predictions did Jeremiah make? 
— What happened to Josiah? — Whij did he go up 
against Necoh? — How did he die? — Was Jerusalem 
moved by his death? — What did Jeremiah do? 


LESSON XXXII 

PERSECUTION OP JEREMIAH THE PROPHET 




Blessed are they that have been 'persecuted for right- 
eousness^ sake. (Matthew 5, 10.) 

1 . Jeremiah had not ceased to raise his voice against 
the Egyptian alliance. He had pointed out that the 
strength of Chaldea would easily get the better of the 
weak kingdom of Judah, which was now misled by its 
leaders, and no longer seeking its safety in Yahweh 
alone. Jerusalem would be destroyed, and Judah would 
be led away captive. 

2. Events proved Jeremiah to be right. Under Jehoia- 
kim, Jerusalem came to the verge of ruin; his successor 
was taken captive, and King Zedekiah was unable to 
keep up the struggle. But upon him was to fall the pun- 
ishment for the errors of his predecessors. The Chal- 
deans, under the leadership of Nebuchadnezzar, laid 
siege to Jerusalem. The drama was rolling on toward its 
end. 

3. During a short absence of the besieging army, 
Jeremiah attempted to flee from Jerusalem, that he 
might escape from the anger of the people, who could 
not forgive his obstinate preaching of submission to the 
king of Babylon. He was stopped at the gate, and on the 
charge of treason, w^as thrown into prison. 

4. Tlie king set him at liberty, but as he continued his 
preaching, in spite of the opposition of the people and 
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their leaders, the king abandoned him to his enemies, 
who cast him into a pit. He was saved once more, this 
time by the intervention of the Ethiopian slave, Ebed- 
melech, who, by the king’s orders, had him taken out of 
tlie miry pit into which he had been thrown. 

o. At length the catastrophe was at hand. After a 
siege full of horrors, and a bloody battle, Jerusalem fell 
into the power of the Babylonians (586 b.c.). The king 
of Babylon put out the eyes of Zedekiah, slew his sons, 
and led away into captivity all the men of any import- 
ance in Jerusalem. 


]. Nothing could be more tragic than this heroic 
struggle of Jeremiah against a whole nation. Tradition 
has been unjust to this great prophet, whom she has rep- 
resented as a rather feeble creature, always weeping and 
lamenting. On the contrary, his was a soul heroic to the 
point of martyrdom. Though rejected by the people, 
cast out by their leaders, and forsaken by the king, he 
did not cease to declare openly what he believed to be 
the truth. Though he was an ardent patriot, circum- 
stances made him appear otherwise, and, to his misfor- 
tune, all his unhappy prophecies were fulfilled. Jerusa- 
lem came to ruin — a fact of the utmost consequence 
in the history of the revelations of God. Until that day, 
in spite of the efforts of the prophets, the God of Israel 
liad been looked upon as a national God, who would 
watch over his people with a jealous care. Now Jeru- 
salem falls; Israel loses its independence; the God of 
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Israel, Yaliweh, becomes at the same time the God of 
the whole world. In God’s plan, the destruction of the 
earthly Jerusalem is the great act which transforms the 
exclusive religion of the Israelites into the universal and 
moral religion of the one God, of God the Father, who 
shall reveal Himself, in all His plenitude, in the person 
of Jesus Christ. 

2. After the defeat of Josiah, Jehoiakim submitted 
to Babylon; but rebelling soon afterward, he perished, 
and his son Jehoiachin (Coniah) could not resist Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who took him away into Babylon, with 
seven thousand men, all the warriors and artisans there 
were left. Jehoiachin s uncle, Mattaniah, was made king 
in his stead, under the name of Zedekiah. In the ninth 
year of his reign, being assured of the aid of the king of 
Egypt, Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon. 
Nebuchadnezzar was pitiless in his revenge. Like an 
eagle swooping on its prey, he encompassed Jerusalem. 
The siege was horrible. After the city had been invested 
for eighteen months, on the 9th of July, 589 b.c., a 
breach was made in the walls. Zedekiah and his war- 
riors fled. They were pursued and overtaken, and carried 
up to the King of Babylon at Riblah. Zedekiali’s sons 
were slain in his presence, his own eyes were put out and 
l).e was thrown into chains. He died miserably in prison. 
A month later, Nebuzaradan, the captain of Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s guard, arrived at Jerusalem, to execute 
the vengeance of the Babylonian king. The Temple, the 
palace and every great house of Jerusalem, he stript and 
burned. He razed the walls of the city, and the captain of 
the guard and the priests and what men of note were left, 
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lie took to the king at lliblali, where they were put to 
death. None renaained in Judah save the poorest of the 
land, who were left to be vine-dressers and husband- 
nien. Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, was made governor 
over these, but he was soon assassinated by fanatics, and 
a general massacre followed. The residue of the Israel- 
ites, taking with them Jeremiah, who had been spared 
by the king of Babylon, fled into Egypt, where they es- 
tablished themselves in Tahpanhes, a frontier city of 
the Delta. It was there, according to the tradition, that 
Jeremiali was stoned to death . 

So the kingdom of Judah disappeared from the midst 
of the nations. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Jeremiah 37, 11-15.) 

And it came to pass that, when the army of the Chaldeans 
was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaolds army, then 
Jeremiali went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the land of Ben- 
jamin, to receive his portion there, in the midst of the people. 
And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the 
ward was there, whose name was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, 
the son of Hananiah; and he laid hold on Jeremiah the prophet 
saying. Thou art falling aw^ay to the Chaldeans. Then said 
Jeremiah, It is false; I am not falling away to the Chaldeans. 
But lie hearkened not to him; so Irijah laid hold on Jeremiah, 
and brought him to the princes. And the princes were wroth 
witli Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in prison in the 
house of Jonathan the scribe; for they had made that the prison. 

(Jeremiah 38, 4-13.) 

Then the princes said unto the king. Let this man, we pray 
thee, be put to death; forasmuch as he weakeneth the hands of 
the men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all the 
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people, in speaking such words unto them: for this man seeketh 
not the welfare of this people, but the hurt. And Zedekiah the 
king said. Behold, he is in your hand; for the king is not he that 
can do anything against you. Then took they Jeremiah and cast 
him into the dungeon of Malchijah the king’s son, that was in 
the court of the guard: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. 
And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire; and Jeremiah 
sank in the mire. 

Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, a eunuch, who was 
in the king’s house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the 
dungeon (the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin), Ebed 
melech went forth out of the king’s house, and spake to the 
king, saying, My lord the king, these men have done evil in all 
that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, wdiom they have 
cast into the dungeon; and he is like to die in the place where he 
is, because of the famine; for there is no more bread in the city. 
Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying. 
Take from hence thirty men wdth thee, and take up Jeremiah 
the prophet out of the dungeon before he die. So Ebed-melech 
took the men with him, and w^ent into the house of the king 
under the treasury, and took thence rags and worn-out gar- 
ments, and let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jere- 
miah. And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah^ 
Put now these rags and worn-out garments under tliine arm- 
holes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. So they drew up 
Jeremiah with the cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: 
and Jeremiah remained in the court of the guard. 

Questions. - — What attitude did Jeremiah take dur- 
ing the reigns of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah? — What haf- 
fened to him? — Who got him^ out of the fit? — 
What was the fate of Jerusalem? 
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LESSON XXXIII 

EZEKIEL 

J will sanctify my great name, which hath been fro- 
faned among the nations, which ye have profaned in the 
midsf of them; and the nations shall know that I am Je- 
hovah, saith the Lord Jehovah, ivhen I shall he sancti- 
fied in you before their eyes. (Ezekiel 36, S3.) 

1. Jerusalem had been destroyed; no one was left in 
the cities of Judah but the poor and the infirm ; the 
leaders of the people, the priests and the men of war, 
had ail been led away captive into Babylon; the exile 
had begun, with all its sorroTvs to follow. 

S. Jeremiah wrote to the captives, advising them to 
submit themselves to the will of God. He knew that this 
trial would strengthen the people, and turn them again 
to the worship of Yahweh; having passed through the 
discipline of suffering and sacrifice, the purified Israel 
would have the vision of the universal God, and prepare 
the coming of His kingdom. Then justice would reign in 
all the earth. 

3. With the captives on the banks of the river Chebar, 
is Ezekiel, whose mission is to comfort the people and 
prepare them for their great missionary future in the 
world. 

4. In a dramatic Ausion, he looks out upon a great val- 
ley full of bones; death hovers over the vast place. Then 
the spirit of God gives life to these bones ; these slain men 
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live again and stand upon their feet, and become a great 
army of the living! It is the spiritual Israel, that has 
shaken off the material bonds of nationality. 


(The Babylonian Captivity, 586-538 b. c.) 

The exile v^as a period of sifting for the nation. It 
seems that a great majority of the captives quickly ac- 
customed themselves to their new country; they estab- 
lished homes, and grew rich in the land of their exile; 
but a remnant of pious men looked forward patiently to 
the promised deliverance, that had been foretold, like 
their chastisement, by the prophets. Making a group 
around the prophet Ezekiel and some of their priests, 
these faithful Israelites gathered up with jealous care all 
their old traditions and the fragments of the preaching 
of the prophets. These faithful servants of God wept 
over Israel’s sins, and kept up their courage by reading 
the messages of Yahweh. God’s spirit was labouring 
with their consciences, and He was revealing Himself to 
them as the Father and the sovereign God, who should 
rule the nations. Their faith was being purified. The 
work accomplished in them by their meditations and 
by the spirit of prayer, was transforming these men, 
now freed from the narrow limits of their nationality; 
and the hope of the Deliverer who should come to save 
the remnant of the true friends of God, filled their hearts 
with enthusiasm. So were their souls being wrought 
upon. In exile they were beginning to comprehend the 
exhortations of the prophets; perhaps they would also 
come to understand that God had been revealing Him- 
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self to humanity, little by little, through Israel, stooping 
to the moral level of the nation, in order that he might 
raise it up and render it worthy of becoming one day, in 
Jesus Christ, the veritable ambassador of the Everlast- 
ing God, to reveal His will to all the nations of the earth. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Ezekiel 30, 26-32.) 

A new heart also ’will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
wnthin you; and I will take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I wn'll give j^ou a heart of flesh. And I will put my 
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep my ordinances, and do them. And ye shall dwell in 
the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, 
and I will be your God. And I will save you from all your un- 
cleannesses: and I will call for the grain, and will multiply it, 
and lay no famine upon you. And I will multiply the fruit of the 
tree, and the increase of the field, that ye may receive no more 
the reproach of famine among the nations. Then shall ye re- 
member your evil ways, and your doings that were not good; 
and ye sliall loathe yourselves in your own sight for your ini- 
quities and for your abominations. 

Not for your sake do I this, saith the Lord Jehovah, be it 
known unto you: be ashamed and confounded for your w^ays, O 
house of Israel. 

Vision of the Dry Bones, (Ezekiel 37, 1-14.) 

The hand of Jehovah was upon me, and he brought me out 
in the Spirit of Jehovah, and set me down in the midst of the 
valley; and it was full of bones. And he caused me to pass by 
them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the 
open valley; and, lo, they were very dry. And he said unto me, 
Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord 
Jehovah, thou knowest. Again he said unto me, Prophesy over 
these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word 
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of Jehovali,. Thus saith the Lord Jehovah unto these bones: 
Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live. 
And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you 
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall 
live; and ye shall know that I am Jehovah. 

So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, 
there was a noise, and, behold, an eartliquake; and the bones 
came together, bone to its bone. And I beheld, and lo, there 
were sinews upon them, and flesh came up, and skin covered 
them above; but there was no breath in them. Then said he 
unto me prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and 
say to the wind. Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Come from 
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live. So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon 
their feet, an exceeding great army. 

Then he said unto me. Son of man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are clean cut off. Therefore prophesy, and 
say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold I will open 
your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, O 
my people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel. And ye 
shall know that I am Jehovah, when I have opened your graves, 
and caused you to come up out of your graves, O my people. 
And I will put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I will place 
you in your own land: and ye shall know that I, Jehovah, 
have spoken it and performed it, saith Jehovah. 

(Psalm 137, 1-6.) 

By the rivers of Babylon, 

There we sat down, yea, we wept. 

When we remembered Zion. 

Upon the willows in the midst thereof 

We hanged up our harps. 

For there they that led us captive required of us songs, 
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And they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying. 

Sing us one of the songs of Zion. 

How shall we sing Jehovah’s song 
In a foreign land ? 

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, 

Let my right hand forget her slcill. 

Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth. 

If I remember thee not; 

If I prefer not Jerusalem 
Above my chief joy. 

Questions. — How long was the exile to last ? — iJid 
the exiles all think alike? — IV hat did J eremiah write to 
them ? — Where nms the prophet Ezekiel ? — What did the 
pious men among the exiles expect ? 


LESSON XXXIV 

WHERE IS god’s JUSTICE ? — THE POEM OF JOB 

Behold, God is great, and tveknoto him not. (Job 30, 26.) 

1. However, not all the pious men among the exiles 
were resigned. Discussions often arose among them, 
and they often asked one another why good men were 
punished while wicked ones were spared. More than 
one among them shook his head as he said : “ God is 
great, and we know Him not. ” 

2. The book of Job, that wmnderful poem, so dra- 
matic and so pathetic, sprang from these questionings. 
Job was a righteous man overwhelmed by misfor- 
tunes, whose friends aggravated his suffering by declar- 
ing that he was being punished for his sins. 
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3. And Job protested. His conscience was clear before 
bis God, and God could not be unjust. 

4. But the voice in the storm declared that God is too 
great for mortals to know His ways. The Kingdom of 
God is the kingdom of the infinite and eternal, and 
many things take place there that we can neither 
explain nor understand. We should be ready to bow 
before mysteries. 

NOTE 

It is very difficult to determine whether the poem of 
Job is woven about a historic fact, or whether it is mere- 
ly a religious story serving as setting for a theological 
discussion. In the book of the prophet Ezekiel (Ezekiel 
14, 14-20), we find Job mentioned, which leads us to 
suppose that the story was known in his day. Was it 
an old tradition that circumstances had recalled to the 
memory of the Israelitish thinkers ? We know nothing 
about it. The whole poem proclaims that its questions 
arise out of a time of great stress, national and individual, 
and it is in view of this fact that we assign its composi- 
tion to this epoch. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Job 1, 1-3, 6-12, 20-22; 2, 7-10.) 

There was a man in the land of Uz,* whose name was Job; 
and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, 
and turned away from evil. And there were born unto him seven 
sons and three daughters. His substance also was seven thou- 
sand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke 
of oxen, and five hundred she-asses, and a very great household; 

* The land of Uz; in the northern part of the Arabian desert. 
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SO that this man was the greatest of all the children of the 
east.* 

Now it came to pass on the day when the sons of God came 
to present themselves before Jehovah, that Satan also came 
among them. And Jehovah said unto Satan, Whence comest 
thou ? Then Satan answered Jehovah, and said, From going to 
and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. And 
Jehovah said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job ? 
for there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and upright 
man, one that feareth God, and turneth away from evil. Then 
Satan answered Jehovah, and said, Doth Job fear God for 
nought ? Hast not thou made a hedge about him, and about his 
house, and about all that he hath, on every side ? tliou hast 
blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in 
the land. But put forth thy hand now, and touch all that he 
hath, and he will renounce thee to thy face. And Jehovah said 
unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon 
himself put not forth thy hand. So Satan went forth from the 
presence of Jehovah. 

Satan destroys all Job’s wealth, and causes the death 
of all his children. 

Then Job arose, and rent his robe, and shaved his head, and 
fell down upon the ground, and worshipped; and he said, Na- 
ked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return 
thither: Jehovah gave, and Jehovah hath taken away; blessed 
be the name of Jehovah. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged 
God foolishly. 

Satan again presents himself before Jehovah, and 
obtains permission to harm Job bodily. 

So Satan went forth from the presence of Jehovah, and smote 
Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 

* Children of the East ; men of the Arab tribes to the east of 
Palestine. 
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And lie took him a potsherd to scrape himself therewith; and he 
sat among the ashes. Then said his wife unto him. Dost thou 
still hold fast thine integrity ? renounce God, and die. But he 
said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women 
speaketh. What ? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and 
shall we not receive evil ? In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 

Job's Submission, (Job 40, 1-5; 42, 1-6.) 



Moreover Jehovah answered Job, and said. 

Shall he that cavilleth contend with tlie Almighty ? 

He that argueth with God, let him answer it. 

Then Job answered Jehovah, and said, 

Behold, I am of small account; what shall I answer thee.^ 

I lay my hand upon my niouth. 

Once have I spoken, and I will not answer; 

Yea, twice, but I will proceed no further. 

Then Job answered Jehovah, and said, 

I know that thou canst do all things, 

And that no purpose of thine can be restrained. 

Who is this that hideth counsel without knowledge ? 
Therefore have I uttered that which I understood not. 
Things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 

Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak; 

I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 

I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; 

But now mine eye seeth thee: 

Wherefore I abhor myself^ 

And repent in dust and ashes. 

Questions. — Did all the pious Jews accept with res- 
ignation the cruel experiences of the exile? — What did 
some of them thinh? — What is the book of Job? — What 
is it meant to show? 
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LESSON XXXV 

THE GREAT UNKNOWN PROPHET OF THE EXILE 

(Isaiah 40-66) 

(About 540 B.c.) 

My servant . . . will bring forth justice in 

truth. (Isaiah 42, 1,3.) 

1. The things that the prophets had announced, had 
been realized. God’s people, by passing through trial, 
had come to understand the meaning of trial, had 
come to put their trust in God. Yet Israel could not 
attribute to her own works the deliverance that was 
coming; it was out of His pure goodness that the God of 
their fathers was about to break His people’s chains. 

2. Israel was once more to enter the land promised to 
Abraham. By her piety, her submission, her spirit of 
sacrifice, she would become the true servant of Yahweh, 
of the God who willed to save all humanity. 

3. Who was to be the instrument of God in the de- 
liverance of his people ? God, who acts through man, 
His mouthpiece and His agent, was to make use of Cy- 
rus, the Persian king. Cyrus w^ould lay haughty Babylon 
low, and give freedom to the captives. 

NOTE 

The Babylonian empire » rich and powerful as it w^as, 
had been able to maintain its position only by force of 
arms and the astuteness of its kings. Now, its decadence 
was moving on swiftly. A young prince, king of Anshan, 
tributary to Media, had rebelled against his suzerain, 
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Astyages, and defeated him. It was the power of Persia 
beginning to loom above the horizon. The victories of 
the young Cyrus excited great hopes and no less great 
fears. Babylon was now menaced by the young warrior, 
and nothing is more marvellous than the rapidity of his 
conquests; his march is like a lightning flash; everything 
goes down before him. Babylon falls into his hands. Here 
is an extract from an inscription relating the victory of 
Cyrus, and attributing it to the god Marduk. 

‘C . . . (Marduk) searched everywhere, and 

when he saw him he called him the just prince, and took 
him by the hand, for he had found favour with his heart. 
Cyrus, king of Anshan; he called him by his name, and 
<lesignated him as ruler of the vast world . . . Mar- 

duk, the lord, the guardian of his people, saw with joy 
his pious works and his upright heart; he commanded 
him to go to his own city, the city of Babylon; and tak- 
ing his place beside him, like a friend and companion, 
he led liim along the route to Babylon. He permitted him 
to enter Babylon without making any attack, and he 
spared Babylon. Nabom’dus, its king, who had neglected 
the city, was delivered into his hands. All the people of 
Babylon, of Shumer and Akkad, the nobles and the gover- 
nors, prostrated themselves before Cyrus, embracing his 
feet; they rejoiced in his victory and showed their joy. ” 

So by the Babylonians themselves Cyrus was regard- 
ed as an instrument of God. The prophet of the exile did 
not think otherwise. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Isaiah 40, 1-5.) 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem; and cry unto her, that her warfare is 
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accomplislied, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she hath re- 
ceived of Jehovah’s hand double for all her sins. 

The voice of one that crieth, Prepare ye in the wilderness the 
way of Jehovah; make level in the desert a highway for our 
God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low; and the uneven shall be made level, and the 
rough places a plain: and the glory of Jehovah shall be revealed, 
and ail flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of Jehovah hath 
spoken it. 


(Isaiah 42, 1-1 S.) 

Behold, my servant, whom I uphold; my chosen, in whom 
my soul delighteth: I have put my Spirit upon him; he will 
bring forth justice to the Gentiles. He will not cry, nor lift up 
his voice, nor cause it to be heard in the street. A bruised reed 
will he not break, and a dimly burning wick will he not quench: 
he will bring forth justice in truth. He will not fail nor be dis- 
couraged, till he have set justice in the earth; and the isles shall 
wait for his law. 

Thus saith God Jehovah, he that created the heavens, and 
stretched them forth; he that spread abroad the earth and that 
which cometh out of it; he that giveth bread unto the people 
upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: I, Jehovah, have 
called thee in righteousness, and will hold thy hand, and will 
keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light 
of the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners 
from the dungeon, and them that sit in darkness out of the 
prison-house. I am Jehovah, that is my name; and my glory 
will I not give to another, neither my praise unto graven images. 
Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I 
declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them. 

Sing unto Jehovah a new song, and his praise from the end of 
the earth; ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein, the 
isles, and the inhabitants thereof. Let the wilderness and the 
cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth in- 
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habit; let the inhabitants of Sela sing, let them shout from the 
top of the iiioiintains. Let them give glory mito Jehovah, and 
declare his praise in the islands. Jehovah will go forth as a 
miglity man; he will stir up Ms zeal like a man of w^ar: he will 
cry, yea, he will shout aloud; he will do mightily against his 



The Call of Cyrus. (Isaiah 4:4, 24-45, 7.) 

Thus saith Jehovah, thy Redeemer, and he that formed thee 
from the womb: I am Jehovah, that makest all things; that 
stretchest forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the 
earth (who is with me ?) ; that frustrateth the signs of the liars, 
and maketh diviners mad; that turneth wise men backw^ard, 
and maketh their knowledge foolish; that confirmeth the w^ord 
of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his messengers; 
that saith of Jerusalem, She shall be inhabited; and of the cities 
of Judah, They shall be built, and I will raise up the wniste 
places thereof; that saith to the deep. Be dry, and I will dry up 
thy rivers; that saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall 
perform all my pleasure, even saying of Jerusalem, She shall be 
built; and of the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. 

Thus saith Jehovah to his anointed, to Cyrus, wdiose right 
hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him, and I will 
loose the loins of kings ; to open the doors before him, and the 
gates shall not be shut: I will go before thee, and make the 
rough places smooth; I will break in pieces the doors of brass, 
and cut in sunder the bars of iron; and ! w^ill give thee the trea- 
sm’es of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou 
mayest know^ that it is I, Jehovah, who call thee by thy name, 
even the God of Israel. For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel 
my chosen, I have called thee by thy name: I have surnamed 
thee, though thou hast not known me. I am Jehovah, and there 
is none else; beside me there is no God. I will gird thee, though 
thou hast not knowm me; that they may know from the rising 
of the sun, and from the w^est, that there is none besides me: I 
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ara Jehovah, and there is none else, I form the light, and create 


What changes came (Tver the Israelites 
c uring the exile ? - IF«. trial good for them ? - Hotv did 
Oudsa ve them ?~il ho was the instrument of his mercy ? 
— If hof do you know ahoid Cyrus ? 


SECOND SECTION 

J UDAISM 

LESSON XXXVI 

THE RETURN FROM EXILE 

(538 B. C.) 

Ci/ms . . . shall 2)erform all mi/ pleasure. (Isa- 
iah 44, ^28.) 

1. King Cyrus having j)iiblished throughout his king- 
dom an edict permitting the Israelites to return to their 
eountry and rebuild the Temple, Zerubbabel, prince of 
Judah, a descendant of the kings of Israel, put himself 
til tile lit'ad of a caravan made up of forty thousand men 
and set out. They crossed the desert without hindrance. 

2. Arrived in Palestine, the exiles at once went to 
work. But they were interfered with, by the Samaritans, 
whose offers of help they had refused, and they had to 
discontinue what they had begun. 
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3. However, thanks to the energy of their leaders, to 
the repeated appeals of Haggai and Zechariah, and also 
to the friendliness of the governors sent out by the sec- 
ond successor of Cyrus, Darius, son of Hystaspes, the 
work was taken up again; the Temple was soon finished, 
and the old form of w^orship, with all its splendour, w^as 
again installed in the house of God. 

4. In the sixth year of the reign of Darius (516 b.c.), 
the new Temple was dedicated. 



1. We may 'well admire the marvellous dispensations 
of God’s mercy, in His direction of human events. At the 
time of the birth of Christ, the '^vorld was governed by a 
single powerful hand, and the people, at peace, could 
hear and understand the peace-bearing word of God. 
At the end of the sixth century b.c., when the Jews were 
about to re-enter their land, and to raise a new Temple 
to the glory of God, one king, Cyrus, who was at first but 
the head of a small nation, became the most powerful 
sovereign in the world; and being a very religious man, 
he wished to recognize God’s benefits to him by setting 
free, under governors chosen by him, the divers peoples 
who had become submissive to his power, and restoring 
their traditional worship. The inscriptions represent him 
as building temples to the gods of the nations, for 
which their priests chant his praise. In this spirit, he frees 
the Jews, sends them back to their own country, and gives 
them the means to raise their Temple from its ruins. 

The Samaritans, whom we now meet again, were, 
as we have already seen, a mixed people, formed by the 
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alliance of the poor Israelites left in Samaria after the 
destruction of the kingdom of Israel (7S2 b.c.), with 
the population brought in by their conquerors. They 
had established a worship, founded upon the old Mo- 
saic traditions, intermingled with superstitions and 
idolatrous practices that the faithful Jews looked upon 
with horror. When these Jews returned from the Exile, 
the Samaritans wished to unite with them in rebuilding 
the Temple of Yahweh; but the exiles, whom their many 
vicissitudes had rendered careful in the choice of allies, 
repulsed them. This was the beginning of the profound 
hatred between the two peoples, a hatred that was far 
from being stamped out at the time of the coming of 
Christ. But Jesus, who came to bring peace, gave by 
word and example a rude blow to this long-standing 
division. We need but recall the story of His revelations 
to the woman of Samaria, and the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, to perceive clearly Jesus’s ideas on the 
subiect. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Ezra 1,1-4.) 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of 
Jehovah by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, Je- 
hovah stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he 
made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and fut it 
also in writing, saying. Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the 
kingdoms of the earth hath Jehovah, the God of heaven, given 
me; and he hath charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. Whosoever there is among you of all his peo- 
ple, his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah, and build the house of Jehovah, the God of 
Israel (he is God), which is in Jerusalem. And whosoever is left, 
in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help 
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him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, 
besides the freewill-offering for the house of God which is in 
Jerusalem. 

Dedication of the Temple. (Ezra 0, 16-22.) 

And the children of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and 
the rest of the children of the captivity, kept the dedication of 
this house of God with joy. And they offered at the dedication 
of this house of God a hundred bullocks, two hundred rams, 
four hundred lambs; and for a sin oft'ering for all Israel, twelve 
he-goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel. And 
they set the priests in their divisions, and the Levites in their 
courses, for the seiwice of God, which is at Jerusalem; as it is 
written in the book of Moses. 

And the children of the captivity kept the passover upon the 
fourteenth day of the first month. For the priests and the Le- 
vites had purified themselves together; all of them were pure: 
and they killed the passover for all the children of the captivity, 
and for their brethren the priests, and for themselves. And the 
children of Israel that were come again out of the captivity, and 
all such as had separated themselves unto them from the filthi- 
ness of the nations of the land, to seek Jehovah, the God of Is- 
rael, did eat, and kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days 
with joy: for Jehovah had made them joyful, and had turned 
the heart of the king of Assyria unto them, to strengthen their 
hands in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel. 

Questions. — What king set. the Israelites free? — 
Who was their leader? — What did they do as soon as 
they had returned to their own country? — Who offered 
them aid ? — How did they dedicate their Temple ? 
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LESSON XXXVII 

■ THE RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE JEWS AT THE 
TIME OF THEIR RETURN FROM EXILE 

Ye shall he holy ; for I Jehovah your God am holy 
(Leviticus 19, 2.) 

1. During the exile, the Israelites had collected with 
jealous care the Psalms, the discourses of the prophets, 
and whatever other writings they had been able to pre- 
serve. These were a rich treasure to wdiich they clung 
more tenaciously than to life itself. These 'works, writ- 
ten on rolls made of skins or on leaves of papyrus, were 
read by the priests to the did'erent assemblies of the peo- 
ple, that came together in those houses of prayer after- 
ward called synagogues. 

2. The most extensive work compiled at this epoch 
is the Priests’ Code, which is found principally in the 
book of Leviticus, a summary of laws and legal pre- 
scriptions, arising from the necessity of organizing the 
Jevush community. This Code, edited at the beginning 
of the fifth century b.c., among the disciples of Ezekiel, 
aims for national purity and holiness. 

3. Evidently these laws and the historic introduction 
preceding them, rest upon an older tradition. In their 
pages we find a story of the creation, differing in details 
from the one we have already mentioned, sho'wing how 
the old Babylonian myths, brought into Israel in the 
very far and dim past — perhaps by the hero of those 
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early ages, Abraham — had been purified in passing 
through the religious consciousness of a people chosen 
by God. NOTE 

(Genesis 1, 1-2,3.) 

It may be interesting to compare the old Babylonian 
myth with the text of the Priests’ Code. We give here 
the fragments of the story as it is found on the old 
tablets of burnt brick, unearthed in the library of 
Assurbanipal. 

When the firmament was not yet named, 

And the earth beneath did not bear a name, 

The deep, ancestor of them both, 

Mummu-Tiamat, the mother of all. 

Wrapt them round with its intermingling currents. 

The gods did not yet exist, 

Nothing was named, no destiny determined. 

Then the Gods Lachmu and Lachamu were born. 

Long ages rolled away; 

The gods Anu and Ea were born. 

The god Marduk advances to the chaos, the deep, 
Tiamat (compare the Tehom of Genesis), which he 
pierces with his sword, dividing it into two parts : 

He separates Tiamat into two parts, as one cleaves a fish: 
With half he makes the covering of the sky; 

He puts up bars, and stations guards. 

Whom he commands not to let the Waters flow away. 

He traverses the skies and overlooks space. 

And prepares a dwelling place for Ea on the face of the deep. 
Then Bel (the Lord) measures the immensities of space . . . . 

He fixes the stations of the great gods. 

And opposite them he sets the constellations; 
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He orders the year* gives it limits, 

Establishes twelve months, each with three stars . . . 

He makes the god-moon to shine, and submits to it the night. 

From another tablet we have the following story: 

Marduk created the beasts of the field, everything that lives 
in the plain; 

He made the Tigris and Euphrates, and put them in their 
place; 

He spoke their names with pleasure. 

He made the soft grass, the rushes, the trees; 

The herbs of the field, 

The country, the meadows. 

The cow and her young, the calf, the sheep and her young, 
the lamb. 

The groves and the forests. 


These citations are sufficient to show the resemblances 
between this old Babylonian myth and the story in 
Genesis. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

Creation of the World. (Genesis 1, 1-2, 3. Initial 
fragment of the Priests’ Code.) 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
And the earth was waste and void; and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep: and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters. And God said, Let there be light; and there was 
light. And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divid- 
ed the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, 
and the daikness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there %vas morning, one day. 

And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the 
winters and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God 
made the finnament, and divided the waters which were under 
the firmament from the waters which were above the firma- 
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ment: and it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. 
And there was evening and there was morning, a second day. 

And God said. Let the waters under the heavens be gathered 
together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it 
was so. And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering 
together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was 
good. And God said, Let the earth put forth grass, herbs yield- 
ing seed, and fruit-trees bearing fruit after their kind, wherein is 
the seed thereof, upon the earth: and it was so. And the eartli 
brought forth grass, herbs yielding seed after their kind, and 
trees bearing fruit, wherein is the seed thereof, after their kind : 
and God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, a third day. And God said, Let there be lights in 
the firmament of heaven to divide tlie day from the night; and 
let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years; 
and let them be for lights in the firmament of heaven to give 
light upon the earth: and it was so. And God made the two 
great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light 
to rule the niglit: he made the stars also. And God set them in the 
firmament of heaven to give light upon the earth, and to rule 
over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from 
the darkness: and God saw that it was good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, a fourth day. 

And God said. Let the waters swarm with swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open firma- 
ment of heaven. And God created the great sea-monsters, 
and every living creature that moveth, wherewitli the waters 
swarmed, after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind: 
and God saw that it was good. And God blessed them saying. 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let 
birds multiply on the earth. And there was evening and there 
was morning, a fifth day. 

And God said. Let the earth bring forth living creatures after 
their kind, cattle, and creeping things, and beasts of the earth 
after their kind: and it was so. xind God made the beasts of the 
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earth after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and every- 
thing that creepeth upon the ground after its kind: and God 
saw that it was good. And God said, Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth. And God created man in his own im- 
age, in the image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them. And God blessed them: and God said unto 
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the birds of the heavens, and over every living thing that 
moveth upon the earth. And God said, Behold, I have given 
you every herb yielding seed, which is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree, in which is the fruit of a tree yielding 
seed; to you it shall be for food: and to every beast of the earth, 
and to every bird of the heavens, and to everything that creep- 
eth upon the earth, wherein tliere is life, I have given every 
green herb for food: and it was so. And God saw everything 
that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

And the heavens and the earth were finished, and all tlie host 
of them. And on the seventh day God finished his work which 
he liad made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his 
work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, 
and hallowed it; because that in it he rested from all his work 
which God had created and made. 

Questions. — How did some of the pious Jews spend 
their time during the Exile f — What did they do ivith the 
boohs they had saved? — What hook was edited, toward 
the end of the exile? — Are not traditions found among 
other nations very much like some of the traditions in this 
book? 






LESSON xxxvni 

HOPES AND FEARS 

Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith Je- 
hovah of hosts. (Malaclii S, 7.) 

1. It is not certain what became of Zerubbabel. His 
death mnst have been a great disappointment to the 
Jews, who had counted upon this descendant of King 
David to re-establish their independence. 

Their situation was becoming desperate. The Per- 
sian satraps who governed in Palestine made their au- 
thority rudely felt, and the taxes were heavy for a people 
who had to begin life over again. And then, the enthusi- 
asm of the first days of the return from exile had died out, 
the people’s faith was no longer so ardent, so real, and the 
difficulties in the way had checked their upward impulse. 

3. Malachi the prophet, in these unhappy days, re- 
proached the people for their want of fidelity. The 
priests, he said, no longer perform their duties; the 
commandments of the Lord are broken; the sabbath is 
not observed, and finally, mixed marriages, that is, 
marriages with women of strange nations, have become 
a veritable scandal. 

4. At the voice of the prophet, conscience is awak- 
ened. Pious men group themselves together and form a 
nucleus of right living in the midst of the people, men 
who are determined that right shall rule, and that the 
honour of the God who has freed and saved them shall be 
re-established in the nation. 
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NOTE 

The sixty years between the Restoration under Ze- 
mbbabei and the state of degradation described by the 
prophet Malachi, are covered with obscurity. What be- 
came of Zerubbabel ? It has been conjectured that this 
prince, descendant of David, had allowed himself to be 
persuaded into accepting the crown, and that in an at- 
tempted rebellion against the Persian rule, he met his 
death. However it may be, the death of Zerubbabel 
brought veritable despair to the nation, %vho saw in it 
proof that any idea of the re-establishment of an inde- 
pendent monarchy was vain. At all events the restless- 
ness of the Jews must explain the harshness of the Per- 
sian governors. True, the Jews, though without a king 
of their own, enjoyed a certain independence under the 
authority of their high priests, who were responsible to 
the Persian government; but any attempt toward freeing 
themselves from the Persian suzerainty, could but alien- 
ate the good-will of their masters. The disillusions that 
followed the first enthusiasm of the restoration, ex- 
plain the weakening of the people’s faith, and the re- 
proaches of the prophet Malachi. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Malachi 1, 1-6.) 

The burden of the word of Jehovah to Israel by Malachi. I 
have loved you, saith Jehovah. Yet ye say. Wherein hast thou 
loved us.p Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? saitli Jehovah: yet I 
loved Jacob; but Esau I hated, and made his mountains a deso- 
lation, and gave his heritage to the jackals of the wilderness. 
Whereas Edom saith. We are beaten down, but we will return 
and build the waste places; thus saith Jehovah of hosts, They 
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shall build, but I will throw down; and men shall call them The 
border of wickedness, and The people against whom Jehovah 
hath^indigiiation for ever. And your eyes shall see, and ye shall 
say, Jehovah be magnified beyond the border of Israel. 

A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then 
I am a father, where is mine honour ? and if I am a master, 
where is my fear ? saith Jehovah of hosts unto you, O priests, 
that despise my name. 

Against Mixed Marriages. (Malachi 2, 10-16.) 

Have we not all one father ? hath not one God created us ? 
why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother, 
profaning the covenant of our fathers ? Judah has dealt treach- 
erously, and an abomination is committed in Israel and in Je- 
rusalem; for Judah hath profaned the holiness of Jehovah 
which he loveth, and hath married the daughter of a foreign 
god. Jehovah will cut off, to the man that doeth this, him that 
waketh and him that answereth, out of the tents of Jacob, and 
him that offereth an offering unto Jehovah of hosts. And tins 
again ye do: ye cover the altar of Jehovah with tears, with 
weeping, and with sighing, insomuch that he regardeth not the 
offering any more, neither receiveth it with good will at your 
hand. Yet ye say, Wherefore ? Because Jehovah hath been wit- 
ness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou 
hast dealt treacherously, though she is thy companion, and the 
wife of thy covenant. And did he not make one, although he had 
the residue of the Spirit? And wherefore one? He sought a 
godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal 
treacherously against the wife of his youth. For I hate putting 
away, saith Jehovah, the God of Israel. 

Questions. — What happened after the death of Ze- 
ruhbahel? — What teas the situation of the Jews?-— 
What prophd arose to censure them? — With what did 
he reproach them ? '—Did the Jews heed his words ? 
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DECLINE OF THE PERSIAN POWER — ARRIVAL ^OF 
EZRA IN PALESTINE 

The hand of our God tvas upon us. (Ezra 8, 31.) 

1. Grave events were happening in the world, at 
the moment when awakening of conscience brought 
the unfortunate Jews of Palestine a glimmer of new 
hope. 

2. The Persians, who had now accomplished their 
providential mission, were, in their turn, to show how 
unstable is power that rests in force of arms alone; in 
Greece they had just been receiving hard lessons in 
humility. After the death of Xerxes, who had lost the 
battles of Marathon and Salamis, his successor Arta- 
xerxes I, wishing to make friends and allies, permitted a 
new’ caravan of Jews to return to Jerusalem, under the 
leadership of Ezra. 

3. Ezra, of the race of Zadok, a priest and scribe 
learned in the Jewish traditions and law’^s, cherished the 
hope of rousing his people once more to the knowiedge 
and following of this holy law that pious men had com- 
piled and edited toward the end of the exile. 

4. At the head of fifteen hundred men, he set out 
across the deserts, laden with gifts sent by rich Babylon- 
ian Jews, and even by Artaxerxes himself, and he ar- 
rived at Jerusalem, probably, in the month of August, 
458 B.c. 
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NOTE 

The Ionian revolt had taught the Persians that noth- 
ing is permanent here below. They had clashed with the 
confederate forces of Greece, and the year 490 had seen 
the defeat of the Persian king at Marathon. Ten years 
later, a new expedition undertaken by Xerxes, was 
checked by his defeat at Salamis (480), and at Plataea 
and Mycale (479), and Persia found her prestige very 
greatly diminished. Moreover, luxury and the love of 
ease had weakened the powerful race that Cyrus had 
once led on to victory. In the midst of these circum- 
stances, Artaxerxes perceived the need of mollifying his 
Jewish subjects. Changing his policy toward them, and 
reversing the vexatious methods of his father, Xerxes, he 
loaded them with gifts, and permitted them to go on 
again with the w^ork begun by Zerubbabel. So came 
about Ezra’s expedition to Palestine. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

(Ezra 7, 1-10; 8, 31-36.) 

Now after these things, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of 
Persia, Ezra the son of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of 
Hilkiah, the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of Ahi- 
tub, the son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Merai- 
oth, the son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, the 
son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son 
of Aaron the chief priest — this Ezra went up from Babylon. 
And he was a ready scribe in the law of Moses, which Jehovah, 
the God of Israel, had given; and the king granted him all his 
request, according to the hand of Jehovah his God upon him. 
And there went up some of the children of Israel, and of the 
priests, and the Levites, and the singers, and the porters, and 
the Nethinim, unto Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Arta- 




■serxes the king. And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, 
which w^as in the seventh year of the king. For upon the first 
day of the first month began he to go up from Babylon; and on 
the first day of the fifth month came he to Jerusalem, according 
to the good hand of his God upon him. For Ezra had set his 
heart to seek the law of Jehovah, and to do it, and to teach in 
Israel statutes and ordinances. .... 

Then we departed from the river Ahava on the twelfth day of 
the first month, to go unto Jerusalem: and the hand of our God 
was upon us, and he delivered us from tlie hand of the enemy 
and the lier-in-wait by the way. And we came to Jerusalem, 
and abode there three days. And on the fourth day the silver and 
the gold and the vessels w^ere weighed in the house of our God 
into the hand of Meremoth the son of Uriah the priest (and 
with him w^as Eicazar the son of Phinehas; and with them was 
Jozabad the son of Jeshua, and Noadiah the son of Binnui, the 
Le\ites) — the whole by nmnber and by weight: and all the 
weight was written at that time. 

The children of the captivity, that were come out of exile, 
offered burnt-offerings unto the God of Israel, twelve bullocks 
for all Israel, ninety and six rams, seventy and seven lambs, 
twelve he-goats for a sin-offering: all this was a burnt-offering 
unto Jehovah. And they delivered the king*s commissions unto 
the king’s satraps, and to the governors beyond the River: and 
they furthered the people and the house of God. 

Questions. — What events ivere taking 'place in the 
world at this time? — What people checked the invasions 
of the Persians? — What victories were gained hy the 
Greeks ? — W ho was Ezra ? — W hat did he do f 



LESSON XL 


THE STORY OF RUTH THE MOABITESS 

Thy 'people shall he my people ^ and thy God my God, 
(Ruthi 1, 16.) 

1. Upon his arrival at Jerusalem, Ezra’s mind was at 
once taken up with the grave question of mixed mar- 
riages. Through a singular falling away from the teach- 
ings of their religion, many Jews, even some of the 
priests, had married foreign women, and these mar- 
riages were the cause of great indifference toward the 
religion of Yahweh. 

2. The Jews were divided as to the measures that 
should be taken to turn aside the dangers threatened by 
this practice. Some of them even went so far as to claim 
that such marriages might have a good effect. It was 
very probably in defense of this last opinion that the ex- 
quisite idyl of Ruth the Moabitess was written. 

3. A man of the house of Benjamin, named Elime- 
lech, had set out, in time of famine, for the country of 
Moab, with his wife, Naomi, and his two sons, and had 
settled there. His sons married, in the strange land, 
Moabitish women, one of whom was called Ruth. Eli- 
melich and both his sons died. 

4. Naomi returned to her own country with Ruth, 
her daughter-in-law, who had not been willing to part 
from her; “Thy people shall be my people,” Ruth said 
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to Naomi, ‘'and thy God my God.” The two women 
came to Bethlehem and dwelt in the home of Elimelech. 
Touched by the faithfulness of Ruth, Boaz, a relative of 
Elimeiech’s, took her for his wife, and from this union 
was bom Obed, the grandfather of David. 

NOTE 

It seems to us reasonable to attribute the composition 
of this little book to this period of division and disturb- 
ance. Was it not natural to oppose the ideas of Ezra 
with this old tradition, going back to the time of the 
judges, and giving David, the ideal king, a daughter of 
Moab for his grandmother ? 

However this may be, it is e\ddent that two currents of 
opinion divided the Jewish community. One party, 
alarmed by the religious indifference produced by mixed 
marriages, demanded radical measures; the other held 
that the matter was by no means so grave. The arrival 
of the scribe Ezra was to precipitate events. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

(Ruth 1, Dll, 13-22; 2, 1-8.) 

And it came to pass in the days when the judges judged, that 
there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Beth- 
Ichem-judali went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his 
wife, and his two sons. And the name of the man was Elimelech, 
and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons 
Malilon and Chiiion, Ephrathites of Beth-lehem-judah. And 
they came into the country of Moab, and continued there. And 
Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was left, and her 
two sons. And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the 
name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth : 
and they dwelt there about ten years. And Mahlon and Chiiion 
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died both of them; and the woman was left of her two children 
and of her husband. 

Then she arose with her daughters-in-law, that she might re- 
turn from the country of Moab: for she had heard in the coun- 
try of Moab how that Jehovah had visited his people in giving 
them bread. And she went forth out of the place where she was, 
and her two daughters-in-law with her; and they went on the 
way to return unto the land of Judah. And Naomi said unto her 
two daughters-in-law, Go, return each of you to her mother’s 
house; Jehovah deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the 
dead, and with me. Jehovah grant you that ye may find rest, 
each of you in the house of her husband. Then she kissed them 
and they lifted up their voice and wept. And they said unto her, 
Nay, but we will return with thee unto thy people. And Naomi 
said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go with me ? have 
I yet sons that they may be your husbands ? nay, my daughters; 
for it grieveth me much for your sakes, for the hand of Jehovali 
is gone forth against me. And they lifted up their voice, and 
wept again; and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law; but Ruth 
clave unto her. 

And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back unto her 
people, and unto her god: return thou after thy sister-in-law. 
And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, and to return from 
following after thee; for whither thou goest, I will go; and 
where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people shall be my people, 
and thy God my God ; where thou diest, will I die, and there will 
I be buried: Jehovah do so to me, and more also if aught but 
death part thee and me. And when she saw that she was stead- 
fastly minded to go with her, she left olf speaking unto her. 

So they two went until they came to Beth-lehem. And it came 
to pass, when they were come to Beth-lehem, that all the city 
was moved about them, and the women said. Is this Naomi ? 
And she said unto them. Call me not Naomi,* call me Mara;t for 


* Naomi, meaning pleasant. 
t Mara, meaning bitter. 
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the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, 
and Jehovah hath brought me home again empty; why call ye 
me Naomi, seeing Jehovah hath testified against me, and 
tlie Almighty hath afiSicted me? So Naomi returned, and Ruth 
the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with her, who returned out 
of the country of Moab: and they came to Beth-lehem in the 
beginning of barley harvest. 

And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s, a mighty man 
of wealth, of the family af Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. 
And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to 
the field, and glean among the ears of grain after him in whose 
sight I shall find favour. And she said unto her, Go, my 
daughter; And she went, and came and gleaned in the field after 
the reapers: and her hap was to light on the portion of the field 
belonging unto Boaz, who wasof the family of Elimelech. Adid, 
behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem, and said unto the reapers, 
Jehovah be with you. And they answered him, Jehovah bless 
thee. Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the 
reapers. Whose damsel is this ? And the servant that was set 
over the reapers answered and said. It is the Moabitish damsei 
that came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab: and 
she said, Let me glean, I pray you, and gather after the reapers 
among the sheaves. So she came, and hath continued even from 
the morning until now, save that she tarried a little in the house 

Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter ? 
Go not to glean in another field, neither pass from hence, but 
abide here fast by my maidens. 

Questions. — What was the grave question that urged 
Ezra to go to J erusalem ? — Did all the people think as he 
did about it? — What was the opposite opinion? — Tell 
the story of Ruth the Moahitess ? 


LESSON XLI 



EZEA THE SCBIBE AND MIXED MARRIAGES , | 

0 my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face i I 

to thee , , (Ezra 9, 6.) i 

1 1 

1. But no sentimental considerations could check 
Ezra in his project. By all means, let this matter of 
mixed marriages be regulated. ; 

In his memoirs, Ezra tells us of his despair at the I I 

state of affairs, and in a prayer full of feeling, he asks ^ 

God to inspire his people with firm resolution. Then he j 

decides to call together a great popular assembly. I 

3. This assembly of the children of Judah and Ben- ' 1 

jamin, saw the danger in marriage with women of for- ! 

eign nations, and a great commission was appointed to t I 

examine into individual cases, and establish by law the 
measures to be followed. 

4. The next year, the commission, presided over by i | 

Ezra, had finished its work, and for the time the evil ^ 

seems to have been rooted out from among the people by ,i 

their own will and choice. 


NOTE 

This change of heart among his people, after the com- 
ing of the scribe Ezra, is very interesting, showing plain- 
ly as it does, that the popular conscience had become 
enlightened and more exacting. The earlier reforma- 
tions, those of the times of Isaiah, Hezekiah and Josiah, 
were inspired by the king; the impulse had come down 
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to the people from him; it was by his command that the 
people were obliged to work certain reforms. As we have 
seen, these attempts to better the moral and social con- 
dition of the people, did not go to very profound depths. 
Any reform that does not come out of the very heart of 
the people, is only a snare. Conversion cannot be pro- 
duced to order; out of the heart must come the thrilling 
cry that asks aid from on high. It this undertaking of 
Ezra’s, it is plainly to be seen that he is the mouthpiece 
of a whole troubled and suffering people. It is .so surely 
the conscience of the nation speaking through Ezra, that 
in the assembly which appointed the commission to in- 
(juire into the individual cases of mixed marriage, only 
four dissenting voices w^ere heard, while a large majority 
of the men present spoke heartily in favour of the scribe’s 
project. So that this was a truly po}>ular re-form; the res- 
olution to break with the evil vras that of the nation it- 
self. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Ezra f>, 1-8; 10-12; 15.) 

Now when these things were done, the princes drew near unto 
me, saying. The people of Israel, and the priests and the 
Levites, have not separated themselves from the peoples of the 
lands, domg according to their abominations, even of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Am- 
monites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. For 
they have taken of their daughters for themselves and for their 
sons, so that the holy seed have mingled themselves with the 
peoples of the lands: yea, the hand of the princes and rulers 
hatli been chief in this trespass. And when I heard this thing, I 
rent my garment and my robe, and plucked off the hair of my 
head and of my beard, and sat down confounded. Then were 
assembled unto me every one that trembled at the words of llie 


EZBA THE SCRIBE AND MIXED MARRIAGES 155 

God of Israel, because of the trespass of them of the captivity; 
and I sat confounded until the evening oblation. 

And at the evening oblation I arose up from my humiliation, 
even with my garment and my robe rent; and I fell upon my 
knees, and spread out my hands unto Jehovah my God; and I 
said, O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to 
thee, my God; for our iniquities are increased over our head, 
and our guiltiness is grown up unto the heavens. Since the 
days of our fathers we have been exceeding guilty unto this day ; 
and for our iniquities have we, our kings, and our priests, been 
delivered into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, 
to captivity, and to plunder, and to confusion of face, as it is 
this day. And now for a little moment grace hath been showed 
from Jehovah our God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to 
give us a nail in his holy place, that our God may lighten our 
eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage. 

And now, O our God, what shall we say after this ? for we 
have forskaeii tliy commandments, wdiich thou hast commanded 
by thy servants the prophets, saying. The land, unto which ye go 
to possess it, is an unclean land through the uncleanness of the 
peoples of the lands : now therefore give not your daughters unto 
their sons, neither take their daughters unto your sons, nor seek 
their peace or their prosperity for ever; that ye may be strong, 
and eat the good of the land, and leave it for an inheritance to 
your children for ever. O Jehovah, the God of Israel, thou art 
righteous; for we are left a remnant that is escaped, as it is this 
day: behold, we are before thee in our guiltiness; for none can 
stand before thee because of this. ^ 

(Ezra 10, 9-17.) 

Then all the. men of Judah and Benjamin gathered them- 
selves together unto Jerusalem within the three days (it was the 
ninth month, on the twentieth day of the month); and ail the 
people sat in the broad place before the house of God, trem- 
bling because of this matter, and for the great rain. And Ezra 


156 


BIBLE HISTORY 



the priest stood up, and said unto them, Ye have trespassed, and 
have married foreign women, to increase the guilt of Israel. 
Now therefore make confession unto Jehovah, the God of your 
fathers, and do his pleasure; and separate yourselves from the 
peoples of the land, and from the foreign women. Then all the 
assembly answered and said with a loud voice. As thou hast 
said concerning us, so must we do. But the people are many, and 
it is a time of much rain, and we are not able to stand without: 
neither is this a work of one day or two; for we have greatly 
transgressed in this matter. Let now our princes be appointed 
for all the assembly, and let them all that are in our cities that 
have married foreign women come at appointed times, and 
with them the elders of every city, and the judges thereof, until 
the fierce wrath of our God be turned from us, until this matter 
be despatched. Only Jonathan the son of Asahel and Jahzeiah 
the son of Tikvah stood up against this matter: and Meshullam 
and Shabbethai the Levite helped them. 

And the children of the captivity did so. And Ezra the priest, 
'With certain heads of fathers’ houses, after their fathers’ houses, 
and all of them by their names, were set apart; and they sat 
down in the first day of the tenth month to examine the matter. 
And they made an end with all the men that had married for- 
eign women by the first day of the first month. 


Questions, — What %mre Ezra^s feelings when he 
learned how Israel had sinned ? — Did he act on his own 
aidhority ? — What did the assembly of the people decide f 
' — Who carried out the people^ s decisions f 


LESSON XLII 


NEHEMIAH AT JERUSALEM 
(445 B.C.) 

The God of Heaven, he will 'prosper us. (Neliemiah 

2 , 20 .) 

1. In the twelfth year of the reign of Artaxerxes, his cup- 
bearer, Nehemiah, moved by the disheartening news 
that came from Jerusalem, obtained permission from his 
master the king to visit his native city and rebuild its 
walls. For in spite of their good intentions, the Jews had 
been discouraged by the opposition of the Samaritans, 
and had abandoned the hope of again raising the w^alls. 

2. Three days after his arrival, -without saying any- 
thing about it to the magistrates or the priests, Nehe- 
miah made the tour of the city, by night, on his mule, 
and learned the exact state of the fortifications. 

3. Then he called an assembly of the people, and de- 
scribing the desolation of the holy city, he appealed to 
the patriotism of her citizens to raise once more the 
crumbling walls. 

4. In a burst of enthusiasm all the able-bodied men 
set to work, under the direction of their chief, and in the 
space of fifty-two days, the walls of Jerusalem were once 
more whole. 

NOTE 

The Samaritans Build a Temple at Gerizim 

We have seen the attempts of the Samaritans to unite 
with the Jews in the reconstruction of the temple at Je- 
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rusalem, and the horrified Jews repulsing their offers. 
The Samaritans did not pardon this scorn on the part of 
the Jews, and at every attempt of Ezra or Nehemiah to 
rebuild the city, we find them intriguing to obstruct the 
work. But intrigue, like everything else, comes to an end. 
The day arrived when the Samaritans perceived that 
there was no hope of their ever again worshiping at Je- 
rusalem, as Deuteronomy (the law prescribed by Josiah) 
commanded. They decided, therefore, to build a temple 
of their own to Yahweh, their God, and as the ancestral 
altars at Dan and Bethel had been profaned at the time 
of Josiah ’s reformation, the Samaritans chose Mount 
Gerizim for the site of their temple. Being near the 
ancient capital, Shechem, the Samaritan temple soon 
acquired a great importance, and posed as a rival of the 
temple at Jerusalem. The day was to come when Jesus 
Christ should point out the vanity of such divisions in 
the family of the children of God, and declare that the 
time was at hand when men should worsliip neither at 
Jerusalem nor Gerizim, for God is a spirit, and they that 
worship Him must -worship in spirit and truth. This say- 
ing of Christ’s is daily being realized. 

Meanwhile the Samaritans did not change their bel- 
ligerent attitude. Their temple was destroyed by Hyr- 
canus, about the year 130 b.c. The remnants of this an- 
cient people, faithful to the party spirit that would never 
learn anything, still worship Yahweh on the ruins of 
their splendid past, at Gerizim. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

(Nehemiah 2 , 1-20.) 

And it came to pass in the month Nisan in the twentieth year 
of Artaxerxes the king, when wine was before him, that I took 
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up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been 
befare4ime sad in his presence, iind the king said unto me, Why 
is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick ? this is nothing 
else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore afraid. And I said 
unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my 
countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ 
sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with 
fire ? Then the king said unto me. For what dost thou make re- 
quest ? So I prayed to the God of heaven. And I said unto the 
king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour 
in thy sight, that thou woiildest send me unto Judah, unto tlie 
city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build it. And the king 
said unto me (the queen also sitting by him). For how long shall 
thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the 
king to send me; and I set him a time. Moreover, I said unto the 
king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to the gov- 
ernors beyond the River, that they may let me pass through till I 
come unto Judah; and a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the 
king’s forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the 
gates of the castle which appertaineth to the house, and for tlie 
wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter into. And 
the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God 
upon me. 

Then I came to the governors beyond the River, and gave 
them the king’s letters. Now the king had sent with me cap- 
tains of the army and horsemen. And when Sanballat the IIo- 
ronite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it 
grieved them exceedingly, for that there was come a man to 
seek the welfare of the children of Israel. So I came to Jerusa- 
lem, and v/as there three days. And I arose in the night, I and 
some few men with me; neither told I any man what my God 
put into my heart to do for Jerusalem; neither was there any 
beUvSt with me, save the beast that I rode upon. And I went out 
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broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. 
Then I went on to the fountain gate and to the king’s pool: but 
there was no place for the beast that was under me to pass. 
Then went I up in the night by the brook, and viewed the wall; 
and I turned back, and entered the valley gate, and so returned. 
And the rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither 
had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the no- 
bles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the w^ork. 

Then said I unto them, Ye see the evil case that we are in, 
how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned 
with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that 
we be no more a reproach. And I told them of the hand of my 
God which was good upon me, as also of the king’s words that 
he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. 
So they strengthened their hands for the good worh. But when 
Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah, the servant, the Ammon- 
ite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, tliey laughed us to 
scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do ? 
will ye rebel against the king? Then answered I them, and said 
unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we 
his servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor 
right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem. 

Questions. — Who came to reawaken the zeal of the 
sons of Judah and Benjamin? — Who was Nehemiah? 
— What did he undertake to do ? — What success did he 
have ? 


LESSON XLIII 


EZRA AND NEHEMIAH 
(444 B.c.) 

The people submit to the law of God, arid make a new 
alliance with Yahweh. 

THE FOURTH REFORMATION 

This day is holy unto J ehovah your God ; mourn not 
nor weep. (Nehemiah 8, 9.) 

1. We have seen that during the exile, pious men had 
gathered up all the old traditions of Israel, and following 
the ideas of the great law-giver Moses, had put into 
shape the laws that had been given to govern the 
Jewish community. 

It now remained to bring the people to accept 
these laws, that were new in form, but inspired by the 
old spirit. The people were prepared for it; had they not 
responded to Ezra’s appeal, and worked a change within 
themselves that had not been accomplished without real 
self devotion ? Had they not listened to the counsels of 
Nehemiah, and raised the fallen walls of Jerusalem ? 

S. One step remained to be taken. Nehemiah and 
Ezra, after having made a numbering of the people, de- 
cided to call them together to listen to the reading of the 
law of God. The people responded to this appeal of their 
leaders, heard the reading of the law, and celebrated, 
according to the law’s commands, the feast of Taber- 
nacles; and then they kept a solemn fast. 
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4. After all this, the people made a new covenant with 
Yah well, and they made oath to walk according to the 
commandments of the law , and no longer to tolerate 
marriage with foreign women ; to keep holy the sabbath 
day, to forego the seventh year, and to free all their 
debtors. Finally the people charged themselves with the 
giving of the third part of a shekel yearly for the service 
of the house of God. 

NOTE 

This fourth reformation, the most remarkable event 
of the Jewish period of the history of Israel, was of the 
very greatest importance. It definitely transformed the 
Jewish nation into a religious community, a church. It 
did not simply put the law at the foundation of the so- 
cial life of the Jews; from this time on every Jew was 
pledged personallly, individually. Hitherto the law had 
been the book of the priests; it now became the book of 
the people. This was a veritable revolution. Gradually 
religion, at the heart of the community, was to become a 
personal affair, each man responsible to God for his 
deeds. Too high a place cannot be given Nehemiah in 
this transformation of religious thought. Yet Nehemiah 
did not confine himself to religious reform. T he people 
were suffering, and the rich seemed to bemthout heart, 
without compassion. The governor took frankly the part 
of the poor, and sharply rebuked the rich for their inhu- 
manity. He abolished usurious loans, and forced the 
lenders to restore whatever property they had taken 
as security. Then he gave the noblest example possible 
of disinterestedness, in refusing all pay for his labours 
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and care. During the twelve years he was governor, 
neither he nor his brethren lived upon *Hhe governor’s 
bread.” Nehemiah is one of the noblest figures of Is- 
rael’s history after the Captivity. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

(Nehemiah 7, 73b — 8, 1£.) 

And when the seventh month was come, the children of Israel 
were in their cities. And all the people gathered themselves to- 
gether as one man into the broad place that was before the 
water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the 
book of the law of Moses, which Jehovah had commanded to 
Israel. And Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, 
both men and women, and all that could hear with understand- 
ing, upon the first day of the seventh month. And he read there- 
in before tlie broad place that -was before the water gate from 
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the 
women, and of those that could understand; and the ears of all 
the people were attentive unto the book of the law. And Ezra 
the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made 
for the purpose; and beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, 
and Anaiah, and Uriah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his 
right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and 
Malchijah, and Hashum, and Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and 
Meshullam. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of ail the 
people (for he was above all the people) ; and when he opened 
it, all the people stood up. And Ezra blessed Jehovah, the great 
God; and all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with the lift- 
ing up of their hands: and they bowed their heads, and wor- 
shipped Jehovah with their faces to the ground. Also Jeshua, 
and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethaif Hodiah, 
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the 
Levites, caused the people to understand the law; and the 
people stood m their place, Aoxd they read in the book, in 
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the law of God, distinctly; and they gave the sense, so that they 
understood the reading. 

And Nehemiali, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest 
the scribe, and tlie Levites that taught the people, said unto all 
the people, This day is holy unto Jehovah your God; mourn 
not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the 
words of the law. Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the 
fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto him for whom 
nothing is prepared; for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither 
be ye grieved; for the joy of Jehovah is your strength. So the 
Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the 
day is holy; neither be ye grieved. And all the people went their 
way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make 
great mirth, because they had understood the words that were 
declared unto them. 

Questions. — What did Nehemiah do after restoring 
the walls of Jerusalem f — Did he impose a new law ufon 
the people ? — How did the people show their willingness 
to accept the proposed reforms ? — JVhat were the conse- 
quences of this reformation — the jourth since the time 
of Moses? 



LESSON XLIV 

THE PSALTER, THE BOOK OF PSALMS OF THE SECOND 
TEMPLE 

Oh bless our Gody ye peoples y and make the voice of His 
praise to he heard, (Psalm OG, 8.) 

L The Psalms, that wonderful collection of sacred 
songs, were composed by different authors, at different 
times. It is almost impossible to determine precisely the 
names of their authors or the dates of their composition. 
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£. And besides, this matters little. What is absolutely 
; certain about them is, that the five groups which form 

i the present Psalter, were arranged at the epoch of the 

Eestoration and the building of the second Temple. It 
was during the period between 444 and 140 b.c., that 
the Psalms were arranged as we now find them. 

3. This does not mean that there are not some very 
, old bits of poetry in these Psalms. As has been said, 

the Psalms are the ‘‘small change” of prophecy — they 
are an intense expression of the trust that the faithful 
should put in God. In all ages, sinful man has opened 
his heart to his God, and appealed to Him for aid. The 
Psalms are the sighing of pious hearts to the God who 




pardons and saves. If we are not able to determine the 
epoch of their composition, that does not lessen their 
value for us. Whether they were written by David, or 
Jeremiah, or even by contemporaries of Daniel, they 
still remain the most wonderful, the most profound, 
the most religious book of prayer and praise in existence. 

4. This is why the songs of the second Temple are 
also ours; this is why we know and love these old psalms; 
they belong not to a particular people, but to the whole 
of suffering and repentant humanity, 

NOTE 

Among the most beautiful Psalms, we would cite 
Psalm 1 , which is like a program of life for the pious men 
in Israel; Psalms 33 and 92, 1-9, to the praise of God; 
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Psalms 8, 19, 1-7, 104,wliicli celebrate tlie majesty of 
God; Psalms 90 and 102, S6-28, on His eternity; Psalm 
139, which celebrates His omnipresence and omnis- 
cience; Psalm 103, of His kindness. The confidence the 
faithful ought to have in the power, the goodness and the 
justice of God, is described in Psalms 23, 37, 1-6, £5; 
73, 91, 121. Psalms 42 and 85 express the desire of 
the soul for its God; the sinful soul bewails its sin in 
Psalms 51 and 130. All the sorrows of the exiles in 
Babylon are expressed in Psalm 137, and their hopes 
in Psalm 126. Psalms 120-134 inclusive, are called 
Songs of Degrees or of Ascents. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Psalm 80.) 

A Psalm of Supplication and Trust 
Bow down thine ear, O Jehovali, and answer me; 

For I am poor and needy. 

Preserve my soul; for I am godly: 

O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee. 

Be merciful unto me, O Lord; 

For unto thee do I cry all the day long. 

Rejoice the soul of thy servant; 

For unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive, 

And abundant in lovingkindness unto all them that call upon 
thee. 

Give ear, O Jehovah, unto my pra,yer; 

And hearken unto the voice of my supplications. 

In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee; 

For thou wilt answer me. 

There is none like unto thee among the gods, O Lord; 
Neither are there any %0(yrhs like unto thy works. 
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All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship be- 
fore thee, O Lord; 

And they shall glorify thy name. 

For thou art great, and doest wondrous things: 

Thou art God alone. 

Teach me thy 'way, O Jehovah; I will wallv in thy truth: 

Unite my heart to fear thy name. 

I will praise thee, O Lord my God, v/ith my whole heart; 

And I will glorify thy name for evermore. 

For great is thy lovingkindness toward me; 

And thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest Sheol. 

O God, the proud are risen up against me, 

And a company of violent men have sought after my soul. 

And have not set thee before them. 

But thou, O Lord, art a God merciful and gracious, 

Slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness and truth. 

Oh turn unto me, and have mercy upon me; 

Give thy strength unto thy servant, 

And save the son of thy handmaid. 

Show me a token for good, 

That they who hate me may see it, and be put to shame, 
Because thou, Jehovah, hast helped me, and comforted me. 

(Psalm 123.) 

An Expectant Prayer for Jehovah'' s Plelp 

Unto thee do I lift up mine eyes, 

O thou that sittest in tlie heavens. 

Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their mas- 
, ter. 

As the eyes of a maid unto the hand of her mistress, 

So our eyes look unto Jehovah our God 
Until he have mercy upon us. 

Have mercy upon us, O Jehovah, have mercy upon us; 

For we are exceedingly filled with contempt. 
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Our soul is exceedingly filled 

With the scoffing of those that are at ease, 

And with the contempt of the proud. 

(Psalm 130.) 

Hope in the Lord^s Forgiving Love 
Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Jehovah. 

Lord hear my voice: 

Let thine ears be attentive 
To the voice of my supplications. 

If thou, Jehovah, shouldest mark iniquities, 

0 Lord, wdio could stand 

But there is forgiveness with thee, 

That thou mayest be feared. 

1 wait for Jehovah, my soul doth wait. 

And in his word do I hope. 

My soul waiteth for the Lord 

More than watchmen wait for the morning; 

Yea, more than watchmen for the morning. 

O Israel, hope in Jehovah; 

For with Jehovah tliere is lovingkindness, 

And with him is plenteous redemption. 

And he will redeem Israel 
From all iniquities. 

Questions. — What is the Psalter? — Do we know 
who wrote it ? — Into hotv many paiis is it divided? — 
Is it still of interest and value to 2 is ? 


LESSON XLV 

JONAH 

(Close of the Fourth Century b.c.) 

Thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abundant in lovinghindness. (Jonah 4, 2.) 

1. Toward the end of the fourth century before 
Christ, the Jews, who on account of their sins had had 
so much to suffer from strange nations, had come be- 
lieve pretty generally that these nations had no share in 
the kingdom of God. 

2. In protesting against this narrow \dew, an un- 
known author wrote the story of Jonah. Jonah is com- 
manded to go preach repentance to the Ninevites; he 
refuses, and takes ship to flee from God’s order. A tem- 
pest arises, and he is cast into the sea. 

3. God wishes him to be saved, and for this purpose 
“Jehovah prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah; 
and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and 
three nights,” 

4. “And Jehovah spake unto the fish, and it vomited 
out Jonah upon the dry land.” After this lesson, Jonah 
preached repentance to the Ninevites, and the Nine- 
vites turned from their e\dl ways. 


It is well known what unbelievers have made of this 
story, which is plainly not history, but only a parable. 
With what confidence have they not reproached relig- 
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ions men with the famous “w’'hale’’ of Jonah — which, 
in truth, is not to be found in the Bible text! Now 
though the name of Jonah son of Amitai occurs in the 
historical books of the Old Testament (2 Kings 14, 
25) , it is evident that in this case we have a tale with a 
moral, an allegory. The book is a protest against the ex- 
clusiveness of that party in Israel which was later to 
become the Pharisees; its purpose is to show that the 
heathen themselves could repent and be pardoned. The 
incident of the great fish can no more be taken literally 
than can the parables of Jesus. 


BIBLE PASSAGE 


(Jonah 1, 13 — 2, 11.) 

The men rowed hard to get them back to land; but they 
could not: for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against 
them. Wherefore they cried unto Jehovah, and said, We be- 
seech thee, O Jehovah, we beseech thee, let us not perish for 
this man’s life, and lay not upon us innocent blood ; for thou, O 
Jehovah, hast done as it pleased thee. So they took up Jonah, 
and cast him forth into the sea; and the sea ceased from its rag- 
ing. Then the men feared Jehovah exceedingly; and they of- 
fered a sacrifice unto Jehovah, and made vows. « 

And Jehovah prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah; and 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

Then Jonah prayed unto Jehovah his God out of the fish’s 
belly. And he said, 

I called by reason of mine afldiction unto Jehovah, 

And he answered me; 

Out of the belly of Sheol cried I, 
thou heardest my voice. 

For thou didst cast me into the depth, in the heart of the seas, 

And the flood was round about me; 

All thy waves and thy billows passed over me. 
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And I said, I am cast out from before thine eyes; 

Yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. 

The waters compassed me about, even to the soul; 

The deep was round about me; 

The weeds were wrapped about my head. 

I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; 

The earth with its bars closed upon me for ever: 

Yet hast thou brought up my life from the pit, O Jehovah 
my God. 

When my soul fainted within me, I remembered Jehovah; 
And my prayer came in unto thee, into thy holy temple. 
They that regard lying vanities 
Forsake their own mercy. 

But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; 
I will pay that which I have vowed. 

Salvation is of Jehovah. 

And Jehovah spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah 
upon the dry land. 

Questions. — What is the meaning of the book of Jo- 
nah ? — Should the book he taken literally? — Tell the 
story of Jonah. — What is God's will for the heathen ? 


LESSON XLVI 

THE JEWS UNDER GRECIAN RULE 

Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength. (Ec- 
clesiastes 9, 16.) 

1. The empire of the Persians had fallen, under the on- 
slaughts of Alexander the Great, in 333 b.c. The Jews, 
after having already very often changed masters, now 
found themselves subjects of the Macedonian conqueror. 
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2 . At llie death of Alexander, in the year 323 B.c,, the 
empire that he had established was divided among his 
generals. Egypt fell to the lot of the Ptolemies and their 
dynasty; Syria and its dependencies became a very ex- 
tensive empire under Seleiicus and his successors, the 
Seleucidte. For a hundred years, the Jews were tribu- 
tary to the Ptolemies. 

3. The influence of Greek thought on Jewish ideas 
was very considerable; we find traces of it even in some 
books of the Bible that were written in Hebrew. 

4. But the Jews of the dispensation, those who lived 
in Asia Minor, Syria and Eg\^pt, were the ones most in- 
fluenced by Greek thought and customs. 

NOTE 

At all times, even when w^e recognize the Israelites as 
very specially the agents of the revelation of the God of 
justice and holiness, it is easy to find traces of foreign in- 
fluence in their manners and customs. We have already 
pointed out the transformations that the old Babylonian 
myths underwent in passing through the Jewish mind; 
and it cannot be denied that certain speculations which 
have made their way down the ages through Judaism, 
come to us not untinged by the contact of the Jew^s of the 
Exile with Babylonian mythology. Nor let us forget that 
the religions of the Phoenicians wxTe a danger to the Is- 
raelites. Under the Grecian rule, Judaism imdeiwent a 
veritable transformation; and in this transformation we 
see again the hand of God. In the plan of God, Judaism 
must expand in the presence of Greek thought, in con- 
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tact witli Greek philosophy, in order that when Jesus 
Christ should come, the preaching of the good tidings 
might become general. The Jewish spirit, moulded and 
disciplined for ages, that it might give its God to the 
world, must pass through this final discipline of contact 
with the Greek mind, before it could comprehend the 
fundamental doctrine of God, summed up in these 
words : the W ord became 'flesh. 


BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Ecclesiastes 1, 1-18.) 

The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jeru- 
salem. 

Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher; vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity. What profit hath man of all his labour wherein he la- 
boureth under the sun ? One generation goeth, and another gen- 
eration cometh; but the earth abideth for ever. The sun aiso 
ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to its place where 
it ariseth. The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about 
unto the north; it turneth about continually in its course, and 
the wind returneth again to its circuits. All the rivers run into 
the sea, yet the sea is not full; unto the place whither the rivers 
go, thither they go again. All things are full of weariness; man 
cannot utter iti the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear 
filled with hearing. That which hath been is that which sliall 
be; and that which hath been done is that which shall be done: 
and there is no new thing under the sun* Is there a thing where- 
of it may be said, See, this is new ? it hath been long ago, in the 
ages which were before us. There is no remembrance of the 
former generations', neither shall there be any remembrance of 
the latter generatmis that are to come, among those that shall 
come after. 

I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I ap- 
plied my heart to seek and to search out by wisdom concerning 
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all tliat is done under heaven: it is a sore travail that God hath 
given to the sons of men to be exercised therewith. I have seen 
all the works tliat are done under the sun; and, behold, all is 
vanity and a striving after wind. That which is crooked camiot 
be made straight; and that which is wanting cannot be num- 
bered. I communed with mine own heart, sajdng, Lo, I have 
gotten me great wisdom above all tliat were before me in Jeru- 
salem; yea, my heart hath had great experience of wisdom and 
knowledge. And I applied my heart to know wisdom, and to 
know madness and folly: I perceived that this also was a striv- 
ing after wind. For in much wisdom is much grief; and he that 
increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow. 

(Ecclesiastes 12, 9-13.) 

And further, because the Preacher was wise, he still taught 
the people knowledge; yea, he pondered, and sought out, and 
set in order many proverbs. The Preacher sought to find out ac- 
ceptable words, and that which was written uprightly, even 
words of truth. 

The words of the wise are as goads ; and as nails well fastened 
are the wards of the masters of assemblies, which are given from 
one shepherd. And furthermore, my son, be admonished: of 
making many books tliere is no end; and much study is a weari- 
ness of the fiesh. 

This is the end of the matter; all hath been heard: Fear God, 
and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man. 
For God will bring every work into judgment, with every hid- 
den thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 

Questions. — Who succeeded the Persians in the e??^- 
fire of the loorld ? — Then whose subjects did the Jews 
become? — Were they influenced by the Greeks? — Was 
this influence for their good ? 
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THE PERSECUTION OF ANTIOCHUS 

(169 B.c.) 

Thine adversaries have roared in the midst of thine 
assembly. They have set up their ensigns for signs. (Psalm 
74, 4.) 

1. Where their new masters were concerned, the 
Jews had little cause for dissatisfaction. They were 
given every liberty, and, so far, the Grecian kings had 
shown themselves tolerant toward the religious beliefs 
of the peoples brought under their authority. 

2. Unfortunately, in Jerusalem, two great parties were 
disputing with each other for powder; one, made up of 
pious men, faithful to the religion of Yahweh, practised 
their worship in its purity, keeping themselves from all 
contact with pagan ways; but the other, intoxicated with 
new ideas, strove to follow the Greeks in everything. 
Those of the first party guarded their ancient customs 
and national names with jealous care; the others hel- 
lenized their names, wore the Greek dress, and followed 
the customs of their masters. 

3. These imitators of the Greek civilization had so 
great an influence, that they had been able to raise to the 
office of high priest, a man named Jesus, brother of the 
high priest Onias III, and according to the fashion of his 
party, he had changed his name to Jason, Then followed 
a period of unrest and revolt, which brought to Jerusa- 
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lem Antioclaus Epiphanes, king of Syria, who was re- 
turning from an expedition against Egypt. 

4. Antiochus certainly more than fulfilled the wishes 
of the hellenized Jews. He decided to suppress the Jew- 
ish religion altogether, to strip the Temple of its sacred 
vessels and ornaments, and to transform it into a Tem- 
ple of Jupiter Olympus. 

NOTE 

This persecution by Antiochus, remarkable and al- 
most unique — for the pagan ivorid was, in general, 
very tolerant — merits our attention. 

The king issued an ordinance to the effect that there 
should be but one people and one religion in liis realm. 
This action was evidently for political ends. In liim we 
find an ancestor of Louis XIV, and if we read attentive- 
ly the first chapter of the first book of the Maccabees, 
we are astonished to see how alike are the actions of 
tyrants. The measures Antiochus took against the Jews, 
correspond to the decrees of Louis against the heretics; 
they were the suppression of public worship, the abro- 
gation of ritual laws, and prohibition to obey laws pecu- 
liar to themselves, such as that against the eating of 
pork. And all those wLo failed to conform to the king’s 
orders, must die. Upon the altar of the Temple of God, 
Antiochus erected a statue of Jupiter, ^The abomination 
of desolation,” and throughout the cities of Judah idols 
and statues of the gods were set up. 

A terrible persecution followed. The women who per- 
mitted their children to be circumcised were put to 
death, and their children were hanged about their necks; 
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their houses were razed to the ground, and those who 
had performed the rite were slain. If there were apos- 
tates — and they were numerous — nevertheless a great 
number of the Jews resisted the king’s commands, pre- 
ferring to die rather than to abandon the religion of 
their fathers. It was a time of great desolation among the 
children of Israel. 


BIBLE PASSAGE 

(Psalm 74; belonging to the epoch of the persecution.) 

A Complaint over the Devastation of the Land 
by the Enemy 

O God, why hast thou cast m off forever? 

Why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep of thy pasture ? 
Remember thy congregation, which thou hast gotten of old, 
Which thou hast redeemed to be the tribe of thine inheritance; 
And mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt. 

Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual ruins, 

All the evil that the enemy hath done in the sanctuary. 

Thine adversaries have roared in the midst of thine assembly; 
They have set up their ensigns for signs. 

They seemed as men that lifted up 
Axes upon a thicket of trees. 

And now all the carved work thereof 
They break down with hatchet and hammers. 

They have set thy sanctuary on fire; 

They have profaned the dwelling-place of thy name by casting 
it to the ground. 

They said in their heart, Let us make havoc of them altogether: 
They have burned up all the synagogues of God in the land. 
We see not our signs: 

There is no more any prophet; 

Neither is there among us any that knoweth how long. 
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How long, O God, shall the adversary reproach ? 

Shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever ? 

Why drawest thou back thy hand, even thy right hand ? 

Pluck it out of thy bosom and consume them. 

Yet God is my King of old, 

Working salvation in the midst of the earth. 

Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength: 

Thou brakest the heads of the sea-monsters in the waters. 
Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces; 

Thou gavest him to be food to the people inhabiting the wilder- 
ness. 

Thou didst cleave fountain and Sood: 

Thou driedst up mighty rivers. 

The day is thine, the night also is thine: 

Thou hast prepared the light and the sun. 

Thou hast set all the borders of the earth: 

Thou hast made summer and winter. 

Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, O Jehovah, 
And that a foolish people hath blasphemed thy name. 

Oh deliver not the soul of thy turtle-dove unto the wild beast: 
Forget not the life of thy poor for ever. 

Have respect unto the covenant; 

For the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of 
violence. 

Oh let not the oppressed return ashamed: 

Let the poor and needy praise thy name. 

Arise, O God, plead thine own cause: 

Remember how the foolish man reproacheth thee all the day. 
Forget not the voice of thine adversaries: 

The tumult of those that rise up against thee ascendeth con- 
tinually. 

Questions. — What was the condition of the J etvs un- 
der Grecian rule 9 — Did they adopt the Greek customs 9 
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— What was the result? — Who teas Antiochus? — 
What did he do? — Was this 'persecution unusual? — 
Of what does it remind us ? 


LESSON XLVIII 

THE REBELLION OF THE MACCABEES 
(167 B.C.) 

And Mattathias answered and spake with a loud voice, 
Though all the nations that are in the hinges realm obey 
him . . . and have accepted for themselves his com- 

mandments, yet will 1 and my so7is and my brethren walk 
in the covenant of our fathers, (1 Maccabees 2, 19-20.) 

1. A few hours’ journey to the west of Jerusalem, was 
the little hamlet of Modin. There Mattathias lived, 
with his numerous family. He was an upright priest, de- 
voted to his religion, who had taken no part in the apos- 
tasy of his brothers. 

2. The officers of Antiochus came to Modin to force 
its inhabitants to submit to the royal decree. In the 
presence of all the people, Mattathias refused to aban- 
don his God. 

3. At that moment a Jew approached the altar to sac- 
rifice to the gods, and Mattathias, filled with holy wrath, 
killed both him and the king’s officer. Then, forsaking 
his home, he fled to the mountains, with his sons and 
other faithful Jews. 

4. This was the origin of the revolt of the Maccabees. 
In answer to their appeal, the Jews came to them from 
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all sides, determined to defend their faith and their na- 
tional traditions. After an heroic struggle, the son of 
Mattathias, Judas Maccabeus, vanquished the tyrant, 
purified Jerusalem, and gave back to the Jews their 
spiritual freedom. 

NOTES 

This revolt of the Maccabees, is like the sudden erup- 
tion of a volcano. All at once, in a village far from Jeru- 
salem, the popular conscience, incarnate in the passion 
of the priest Mattathias, is roused, and all the oppressed 
range themselves with the heroic Asmonean. The pious 
men, their wives and tlieir children, their flocks and their 
herds, take refuge in the momitains that David had once 
frequented wdth his bands. There they organize and 
equip themselves, and thence give battle to the Syrian 
troops. Judas Maccabeus succeeded his father. “He was 
a veritable warrior, with a courage at once cool and 
daring, as devoted to his cause as a fanatic, quite devoid, 
it would seem, of personal ambition. . . • Judas 

Maccabeus took no part in politics; ... he was 
content to conquer and get himself killed. All honour to 
Judas ! Judas is a saint; he has the qualities and the de- 
fects of the kind of greatness that is created by faith, a 
greatness surpassing in devotion anything to which pure 
reason can attain. ” — (Renan.) 

The family of the Maccabees, perfectly united, strong 
in faith and disinterestedness, could nevertheless give to 
the people no more than a passing freedom; for these 
first Asmoneans, with their devotion, their faith and 
their austerity, were succeeded by men of personal am- 
bition, who hastened on the Roman invasion of Pales- 
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tine. With that invasion, every hope of national inde- 
pendence for the Jews disappeared; the strong hand of 
Rome proceeded to re-establish order, in Roman fashion. 
The time was at hand when Israel should no longer be 
aught but the missionary of the Idea; it was about to give 
to the world the supreme revelation of God the Father; 
already the world was ripe for its Deliverer, its Saviour. 

In history the Maccabees (malckebet, a hammer; 
the hammer of God), bear the name of Asmoneans, 
from an ancestor of Mattathias, who, according 
to the historian Josephus, was called Asamonaios. 
The etymology just given for the word Maccabeus, is 
far from being generally accepted. Some people have 
tried to see in the name the initial letters of the watch- 
word of the party of Judas (Exodus 15 , 11: mi kamocha 
haelim Yahweh, “Who is like unto thee, O Jehovah, 
among the Gods?”). Whatever the case, if we accept 
the origin makhebet, we find sufiacient reason in the fact 
that Judas crushed as with a hammer his enemies and 
the enemies of Yahweh (compare Charles Martel). 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

(1 Maccabees 25, 1-7, 14-30.) 

In those days arose Mattathias the son of John, the son of 
Simeon, a priest of the sons of Joarib, from Jerusalem, and 
dwelt in Modin. And he had five sons, Joannan, called Caddis: 
Simon called Thassi: Judas, who was called Maccabeus: 
Eleazar, called Avaran: and Jonathan, whose surname was 
Apphus. 

And when he saw the blasphemies that were committed in 
Juda and Jerusalem, he said, Woe is me! wherefore was I born 
to see this misery of my people, and of the holy city, and to 
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dwell there, when it was delivered into the hand of the enemy^ 
and the sanctuary into the hands of strangers ? . . . 

Then Mattathias and his sons rent their clothes, and put on 
sackcloth, and mourned very sore. In the meanwhile the king’s 
officers, such as compelled the people to revolt, came into the 
city, Modin, to make them sacrifice. iViid when many of Israel 
came unto them, Mattathias also and his sons came together. 
Then answered the king’s officers, and said to Mattathias on 
this wise, Thou art a ruler, and an honourable and great man 
in this city, and strengthened with sons and bretliren: now, 
therefore, come thou first, and fulfil the king’s commandment, 
like as all the heathen have done, yea, and the men of Juda 
also, and such as remain at Jerusalem : so shalt thou and tliy 
house be in the number of the king’s friends, and thou and thy 
children shall be honoured with silver and gold, and many re- 
wards. 

Then Mattathias answered and spake with a loud voice, 
Though all the nations that are under the king’s dominion obey 
him, and fall away every one from the religion of their fathers, 
and give consent to his commandments : yet, will I and my sons 
and my brethren w^alk in the covenant of our fathers. God for- 
bid that we should forsake the law and tlie ordinances. We will 
not hearken to the king’s words, to go from our religion, either 
on the right hand or the left. 

Now, when he had left speaking tiiese words, there came one 
of the Jews in the sight of all to sacrifice on the altar which 
was at Modin, according to the king’s commandment. Which 
thing when Mattathias saw, he was inflamed with zeal, and his 
reins trembled, neither could he forbear to shew his anger ac- 
cording to judgment: wherefore he ran, and slew him upon the 
altar. Also the king’s commissioner, who compelled men to sac- 
rifice, he killed at that time, and tlie altar he pulled down. Thus 
dealt he zealously for the law of God, like as Phinees did unto 
Zambri the son of Salom. And Mattathias cried throughout the 
city with a loud voice, saying, Whoever is zealous of the law. 
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and maintaineth the covenant, let him follow me. So he and his 
sons fled into the mountains, and left all that ever they had in 
the city. Then many tliat sought after justice and judgment 
■went down into the wilderness, to dwell there: both they, and 
their children, and their wives, and their cattle; because afflic- 
tions increased sore upon them. 

Questions. — What tvas the name of the piiest living 
at Modin ? — What happened in the village ? — Did Mail- 
athias obey the ldng\s commands ? — When he saw a J ew 
about to sacrifice to idols y what did he do ? — What ivere 
the consequences of his act ? 

LESSON XLIX 

THE BOOK OF DANIEL 
(164 B.C.) 

Behold there came with the clouds of Heaven one like 
unto a son of man, and he came even to the ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before him. And there was 
given him, dominion y and glory y and a kingdom, that all 
the peoples, nations, and languages shmdd serve him ; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, ivhich shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be de- 
stroyed. (Daniel 7, 13-14.) 

1 . In these troublous days , those who were not fighting 
were praying and composing psalms; was there not need 
of encouraging the heroic defenders of the faith, of sus- 
taining them by supplications in their behalf; of giving 
them assurance that God was with them ? 

2. Under these circumstances, the book of Daniel 
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was composed. Made up of narratives and \dsions, it 
aims to show that the day of punishment for the evil-doer 
is near and that God is watching over the nations. 

3. Great empires have succeeded one another. Full of 
violence, and trusting in their own strength alone, they 
have fallen one after another, because, says the Good 
Book, God gives the empire of the world to whom He 
will; empires and men alike are in His hands. 

4. And afterward wdll come the judgment. To these 
empires will succeed the eternal kingdom of the people 
of the most High, a kingdom which shall be to those 
preceding it what a man is in comparison with a beast 
of prey. That wdll be the kingdom of humanity and jus- 
tice, the Kingdom of God. 

NOTES 

1. The book of Daniel, which the translators have 
mistakenly grouped with the prophets, — in the Hebrew 
Bibles it is classed in the third category of sacred books, 
among the hagiographa or writings^ — is the first of a 
series called apocalypses. The apocalypse (from a 
Greek word signifying revelation) resembles no other 
form of literary production. In a succession of highly 
enigmatic visions and pictures, its author depicts past 
ages, and judges the present; from design, he involves his 
words in an obscurity which does not fail to make ex- 
tremely difiicult the comprehension of his work. This 
aside, the Apocalypse of Daniel traces in lines of fire 
the picture of the horrors — the ‘‘ abomination of deso- 
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lation ” — through which the faithful must pass in these 
critical days. But its assurance that God will re-estab- 
lish everything is so great, that it communicates itself ir- 
resistibly. The book must have re-inspired the unhappy 
nation, a victim to the will of Antiochus. It may be called 
the announcement of that great day soon to dawn for 
humanity in the appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

One characteristic of the apocalypses is that they are 
anonymous; they borrow the name of some great man of 
God in the past, and with profound humility, their au- 
thor hides behind this great name. This happened in the 
case of the book of Daniel. According to the most careful 
calculations, it must have been composed either at the 
end of the year 165, or, more probably, at the beginning 
of the year 164 b.c. 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

(Daniel 11, 21-35.) 

And in his place shall stand up a contemptible person, to 
whom they have not given the honour of the kingdom : but he 
shall come in a time of security, and shall obtain the kingdom 
by flatteries. And the overwhelming forces shall be overwhelmed 
from before him, and shall be broken; yea, also the prince of 
the covenant. And after the league made with him he shall work 
deceitfully; for he shall come up, and shall become strong, with 
a small people. In time of security shall he come even upon the 
fattest places of the province; and he shall do that which his 
fathers have not done, nor his fathers’ fathers; he shall scatter 
among them prey, and spoil, and substance; yea, he shall devise 
his devices against the strongholds, even for a time. And he 
shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the 
south with a great army; and the king of the south shall war in 
battle with an exceeding great and mighty army; but he shall 
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not stand; for they shall devise devices against him. Yea, they 
that eat of his dainties shall destroy him, and his army shall 
overflow; and many shall fall down slain. And as for both these 
kings, their hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak 
lies at one table: but it shall not prosper; for yet the end shall 
be at the time appointed. 

Then shall he return into his land with great substance; and 
Ids heart shall he against the holy covenant; and he shall do his 
pleasure, and return to his own land. At the time appointed he 
shall return, and come into the south ; but it shall not be in the 
latter time as it was in the former. For ships of Kittim shall 
come against him; therefore he shall be grieved, and shall re- 
turn, and have indignation against the holy covenant, and shall 
do his pleasure: he shall even return, and have regard unto 
them that forsake the holy covenant. And forces shall stand on 
his part, and they shall profane the sanctuary, even the fortress, 
and shall take away the continual hurnt-of[ering, and they 
shall set up the abomination that maketh desolate. And such as 
do wickedly against the covenant shall he pervert by flatteries; 
but the people that know their God shall be strong, and do ex- 
ploits. And they that are wise among the people shall instruct 
many; yet they shall fall by the sword and by flame, by captiv- 
ity and by spoil, many days. Now when they shall fall, they 
shall be helped with a little help ; but many shall join themselves 
unto them with flatteries. And some of them that are wise shall 
fall, to refine them, and to purify, and to make them white, even 
to the time of the end; because it is yet for the time appointed. 

Questions. — What did the pious Jews who were not 
fighting do at this time ? — What do you know about the 
book of Daniel ? — What is the class of literature to which 
it belongs called 9 — At about ivhat time was the hook 
written f 


LESSON L 

POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS PARTIES AT THE TIME OP THE 
COMING OP CHRIST 

Then spake Jesus to the multitude and to his disciples^ 
saying, the Scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses" seat; 
all things, therefore, whatsoever they hid you do, these do 
and observe : but do not ye after their works ; for they say, 
and do not. Fea, they hind heavy burdens and grievous to 
be borne, and lay them on men" s shoulders ; but they them- 
selves will not move them with their finger, (Matthew 
2S, S-4.) 

1, The time is at hand; Jesus is about to appear. 
The world is under the authority of the Romans, and 
the Jews, who have already had so many masters, now 
make a part of the great Roman Empire. What attitude 
do they take ? Some of them, the Sadducees, are resigned 
to their fate, and do not hesitate to enter into the life of 
their conquerors; others, the Pharisees, keep up a silent 
opposition; still others, the Essenes, seek to carry out 
their ideas by returning to a communal life in the desert, 
while the scribes or doctors of the law, wander about the 
country , reading and explaining the Law. 

The Pharisees, from the Hebrew word par ash, 
meaning separate, are the national party; they wish to 
keep untouched their law and all the traditions of their 
people. But by the inconsistencies of their own lives, 
they make it plain that man cannot be saved by the law. 
They have a horror of being governed by foreigners. 
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3. The Sadducees^ tke aristocratic and priestly party 
(perhaps from Zadoh, one of their leaders), lived on 
good terms with the Romans, and so were in security. 
They rejected all the traditions, and contented them- 
selves with preserving the Scriptures. They did not be* 
lieve in the immortality of the soul, as did the Pharisees. 

4. Finally, the Essenes were rather a religious order 
than a party. They lived far from the cities, possessed 
everything in common, and gave themselves exclusively 
to agriculture. While the Scribes, the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees are very often mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment, we find in it not the slightest reference to the 
Essenes. 

NOTE 

The Gospels represent the Pharisees as the most hy- 
pocritical of men, to such a point that even to-day, to say 
of a man that his deeds are not in accord with his words, 
we call him a Pharisee. Certainly, at the time of 
Jesus, by the very force of things, the Pharisees had re- 
duced religion to nothing but a form. Through the love 
of routine and the abuse of petty distinctions, they had 
become like sepulchres, beautiful without, but within, 
full of dead men’s bones. The letter of the law had kill- 
ed its spirit. Yet the Pharisees were none other than the 
descendants of those pure and pious men who had re- 
stored Israel, rebuilt the Temple, re-established the 
worsliip of their fathers, proclaimed the law holy, and 
fought, even to the point of laying down their lives, 
against the encroachments of the outside world; and it 
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was they who ran together at the voice of Mattathias and 
Judas Maccabeus. What a lesson for us! For they were 
condemned, stigmatized by Jesus Christ. Let us remem- 
ber that the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 

And since we have arrived at the end of this history of 
the people of God, which now makes way for the advent 
of Jesus Christ, let us turn to Him who alone hath the 
words of eternal life, to Him who is the way, the truth 
and the life. 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

(Matthew 16, 1-12.) 

And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and trying him ask- 
ed him to show them a sign from heaven. But he answered and 
said unto them. When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair 
WTather: for the heaven is red. And in the morning It will he 
foul weather to-day: for the heaven is red and lowering. Ye 
know how to discern the face of the heaven; but ye cannot dis- 
cern the signs of the times. An evil and adulterous generation 
seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given imto it, but 
the sign of Jonah. And he left them, and departed. 

And the disciples came to the other side and forgot to take 
bread. And Jesus said unto them. Take heed and beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. And they reasoned 
among themselves, saying. We took no bread. And Jesus per- 
ceiving it said, O ye of little faith, why reason ye among your- 
selves, because ye have no bread ? Do ye not yet perceive, neith- 
er remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how 
many baskets ye took up ? Neither the seven loaves of the four 
thousand, and how many baskets ye took up ? How is it that ye 
do not perceive that I spake not to you concerning bread ? But 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Then un- 
derstood they that he bade them not beware of the leaven of 
bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
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(Matthew 23 , 27-33.) 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are 
like unto whited sepulchres, 

but inwardly are full of dead men’s bone.s, and ot all unclean 

ness Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous un o me , 

inwardly ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

Woe unto you. scribes and Pharisees, hypocrfes ! f , 
the sepulchres of the prophets, and garnish ^ 
righteous, and say. If we had been in the days -J;” ^ 
we should not have been partakers with ^ 

DroDhets. Wherefore ye witness to yourselves, that ye are soi . 
of them that slew the prophets. Fill ye up then the measure ot 

your fathers. 

Questions. — IF7ia« nation ruled in Palestine at tU 
of Jesus Christ f^What w^e the Pf 2' 

vided the Jews ?-Who were the Pharisees ? - The Sad 
ducecs ? — Thd Esscncs f 
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